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ACTS AND LAWS RELATING TO 
THE TOWN OF PROOKLINE. 



1633 

MASSACHUSETTS COLONY RECORDS. 

(Vol. I., page 107.) 
A Court, holden at Boston, August 6th, 1638. 

It is agreed, that there shalbe a sufficient cart- 
bridge made in some convenient place over 
Muddy River, & another over Stony Ryver, to be 
done att the charge of Boston & Rocksbury. 
Mr. Codditigton, Mr. Colbran, & Mr. Samford 
are chosen to see it done for Boston, & Mr. 
Tres' Jehu Burr, & John Johnson for Rocks- 
bury. 

1634 

SEPT. 26. (Vol. I., page 129.) 

Also it is ordered, that the ground aboute 
Muddy Ryver, belonging to Boston, & used by 
the inhabitants thereof, shall hereafter belonge 
to Newe Towne, the wood & timber thereof 
groweing & to be groweing to be reserved to the 
inhabitants of Boston, provided, & it is the 
meaneing of the Court, that if Mr. Hooker & the 
congregacon nowe settled here shall remove 
hence, that then the aforesaid meadowe ground 
shall returne to Watertown, & the ground at 
Muddy Ryver to Boston. 

1634 

(Vol. I., page 141.) 

Att a Gbnrall Court, holdbn att Newe Towxk, 

March 4th, 1634. 

It is ordered, that Mr. Rich. Dumer & John 
Johnson shall builde a sufficient cartbridge over 
Muddy Ryv^* before the nexte Gen***" Court, & 
that Boston, Rocksburry, Dorchest'', Newe 
Towne, & Waterton shall equally contribute to it. 

* Where the Trcmont street bridge now is. 
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1640 

(Vol. I., page 296.] 

At a Quarter Cocbt, houldvn at Boston thii 2d 
. Day of thb 4th Mo., @ 1640. 

The charge of Maddy Ryver Bridge, being 
16;^ 38. 6d., was ordered to bee allowed as fol- 
loweth: By Boston 6;^. by Roxberry, 5;£"; Dor- 
chester, 1£ 7s. 8d. ; watertowne, 1. 7. lid.; 
Cambridge, 1£ 17s. lid. 

1665 

(Vol. TV., part II., page 146.) 
Att a Genbrall Court of Election* held at Boston ^ 
IN New England, the 3d day of May, 1665. 

In answer to the petition of severall of the 
inhabitants of Muddy River, the Court declares, 
that the lawes already made doe suflBcyently 
provide for the punishing of any disorderly prac- 
tises amongst the Indians, & what else is con- 
teyned in their petition, if due execution be 
observed & donne. 

1705 

MASS. ARCHIVES, VOL. 113, Page 378. 

To His Excellency the GovW Council and Assem- 
bly In General Court convened. 

The Htimble petition of the Inhabitants of 
Muddy River Sheweth 

That at a Session of this Hon^^® Court held at 
Boston on the Thirteenth of August 1704. The 
s<^ Inhabitants Exhi bitted their humble Petition, 
praying that the said Muddy River might be 
allowed a Separate Village or Peculiar, and 
invested with such Powers and Rights as they 
may be enabled by themselves to manage the 
general Affairs of the s<* place. Which Petition 
has been transmitted to the Select men of the 
Town of Boston that they may consider the 
same, since which your humble petitioners not 
having been informed of any Objection made by 
the Town of Boston afores^. We presume that 
there is no Obstruction to Our humble request 
made in our Petition. 
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Wherefore we humbly beseech your Excellency 
that this Hon*>^« Court will be pleased to proceed 
to pass an Act for Establishing the said place a 
Separate Village or peculiar with such Powers as 
af oresd And yotir ^Petitioners Shall ever Pray &c. 

Samuel Sewall jun"^ Joseph White 

Thomas Gardner Josiskh Winchester 

Benjamin White John Devotion 

Thomas Stedman Joseph Gardner 

John Winchester Thomas Stedman jun*" 

Samuel Aspinwall John Ackars 

Eleazer Aspinwall Joshuah Stedman 

William Sharp . Thomas Gardner jun*" 

Edward Devotion Kalph Shepard 

Josiah Winchester juner Abra™ Chamberlen 
John Ellis X His Mark Peter Boylston 
John Winchester jun'" John Ackers jun'" 
TVfS. torn] Wodward William Ackers 
iMS. torn] Benjamin White Jun 

Caleb Gardner 
John Seaver 
Henry Winchester 



1705 

(M. A., Vol. 113, page 879.) 
In the Hou9e of Representatives. 

Nov': 2d: Read & 3'^ 1706. 

9: Read and Ordered That the Prair of 
this Petition be Granted and the Powers and 
Priviledges of a Town-Ship be Given to the 
Inhabitants of the Land commonly known by the 
name of Muddy River, The Town to be called 
Brookline, who are hereby Injoyned to Build a 
Meeting House and Obtain an able orthodox 
Minister according to Direction of the Law, to be 
settled amongst them within the Space of three 
years next coming. 

Provided That all common Lands belonging to 
the Town of Boston, lying within the Bounds of 
the said Muddy River, not Disposed of, or allotted 
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out, shall Still Femain to the Proprietors of the 
said Lands. ' 

Sent lip for concurrence. 

Thoka& Oak^bs, Speaker, 

In Council. 

Nov»- 10t*» 1705. Read a l^t time. 
Nov' 13t*> 170l>. Read a 2^ tiiiie and passed a 
concurrence. 

Is^ Addington, Secry. 



1705 

A COPPY OF BROOKLIN'S GRANT, 

NOV. 13, 1705. 

. Anno Ubgni Ann^e Regin^e Quarto. 

At a Gteat and General Court or Assembly for 
her Maj" Province of the Massachusetts Bay in 
New England begun and held at Boston upon 
Wednesday the Thirtieth of May 1705 and con- 
tinued by several Prorogations unto Wednesday 
the Twenty-Fourth of October following and then 
mett Tuesday, Nov. 13, 1705 — 

In Council. 

The Order pass* by the Representatives upon 
the petition of the Inhabitants of Muddy River, 
a Hamlett of Boston, read on Saturday last, vizt: 

Ordered^ That the Prayer of the Petition be 
Granted, and the Powers and Privileges of a 
Township be given to the Inhabitants of the Land 
commonly known by the Name of Muddy River, 
the Town to be called Brookline, who are hereby 
enjoyned to build a meeting-house, and Obtain an 
Able Orthodox Minister according to the Direc- 
tion of the Law to be Settled amongst them, 
within the space of Three Years next coming. 
Provided^ That all Common Lands belonging to 
the Town of Boston, lying within the bound of 
the said Muddy River, not disposed of or Allotted 
out shall still remain to the proprietors of the s<^ 
Lands. 



Acts and. Laws Relating to Brookline, 5 

Which Order bekig again read was Concurr<* 
And is Consented to. 

J. DUDLBT. 

Tak,en fr6m Mr., Addingtoh's Coppy sent to 
the Town. ' * 

A true Coppy, Examined per 

. . Isaac . Addin gton, Sec^ry, 

Recorded by me, 

Samuel Sbwall, June., Town Clark, 



1705 

MASS. ARCHIVE^, VOL, 113, PAGE 381. 

By the President and CounciU of his Majesties 
said Territory^ Jbc. 

In Aiiswer to the Petitions of the Inhabitants 
of Muddy River pfaying to have Liberty to Erect 
a School. 

Upon hearing thereof it is ordered 
Present his Honor^'« Joseph Dudley Esqr presi- 
dent and William Stoughton Esqr Deputy Presi- 
dent, 

Edward Randolph WaitWinthrop Richard ) 
Wharton John Usher Joannathan Tyng>Esqs 
Barthol Gidney ) 

That henceforth the 9fl Hamlet of Muddy River 
be free from Town Rates to the Town of Boston 
they Maintaining their own High waies and Poor 
and other Publick charges arising, amongst 
themselves; and that within one Year next 
coming they Raise a School House in Such place 
as the Two next Justices of the County (upon a 
Public hearing of 'ttie Inhabitants of the s<* 
Haiiilett) Shall determine. As also Maintain an 
able Reading and Writeing Master there; from 
and after this l>ay and that the Inhabitants 
Annually meet to Chobse Three Men to Manage 
their Affairs. 
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Given at the Council House in Boston this 
Eighth day of Decemb*"- Anno RR" Jacobi 
Anglice Ac Secundo Annnoqz Dom 1686. 

Edward Randolph, Seer. By the Councill, 

Ben: BuLLivANT, Gierke, 

A True Coppy as attested by comparing it 
with the Town Records 

Pr JosiAH Winchester, 
June 16: 1706. Read. Clerk. 

1705 

(M. A., Vol. 113, page 383.) 
To His Excellency The Govemour Councill and 
Assembly. 

The humble petition of the Inhabitants of 
Muddy River Humbly sheweth '' 

That they are a Hamlet belonging to Boston, 
have been lately settled there ; and Sometime 
Since in the Year 1686 being grown to a good 
Number of Inhabitants, represented to the 
Government then in being praying to be ac^ 
quitted from paying Duties and Taxes to the 
Town of Boston being then willing to bear their 
own Publiq Charges of Bridges Highwaies and 
Poor and were accordingly then released and 
Ordered to maintain a Reading and Writing 
Schoole as the Order annexed will Show which 
accordingly we have ever since done; and now 
further humbly pray that being grown to a 
greater Number of good Settled Inhabitants we 
may be allowed a Separate Village: to have 
Selectmen and all other rights belonging to a 
Township which may further Encourage us as 
we are able to Settle a Minister and other Bene- 
fitts amongst us 
and we shall Ever Pray. 
Sam» Sewall jun*" Beni» White 

Thomas Stedman Sen** John Winchester Sen' 
Thomas Gardner jenior Samuell Aspinwall 
Joseph White Josiah Winchester 

Read in Council Sitting the General Assembly 
June 17th 1704. 
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Ordered That the Selectmen of Boston have a 
Copy of this Petition and be heard thereon at y« 
next Session of this Court. 

Is^ AnDiKGTON, Secy. 
Nov 1st 1704 In Council 

Ordered That the Selectmen of Boston be 
notifyed to attend on Saturday morning next, the 
fourth currant. 
Nov"^ 4d Continued to the next Session. 

In thb House op Representatives. 
June 29: 1705 Read & Sent up. 



1709 

(M. A., Vol. II., page 305.) 

To his Excelly Joseph Dudley Esqr Cap* Genr" 
& Comn<* in cheif in & over her Majesties 
province of ye Massachusetts Bay in New Eng- 
land &c. & to y« Honble y« Councill & Repre- 
sentatives Convened this 7**> of Nov^ 1709. 

The Humble petition of ye Selectmen of y« 
Towne of Brookline at y« desire of y« Towne is 
as Followeth. 

Whereas this Hon"* Genr'* Court, upon our 
Supplication made to • them were pleased, to 
Grant us to be a Township, Nov*". 13. 1705 In 
which Grant they Enjoyned us to build a Meeting 
house, & to obtaine an Orthodox Minister: 
according to Law to be Setled amongst us within 
y« space of three years next Comeing 

May it please yo** Excelly & Hono"^* by Reason 
v« publick Taxes are Extraordinary Great we 
have not been able to goe throu y* soe good & 
desirable Work in y« building of us a Meeting 
house for y« publick Worship of God in our 
Towne. 

Yett we May acquaint yo*" Excelly & Honors 
y* we have not wholly neglectd y* which we 
were enjoyned unto; have had a Meeting by 
order of our Selectmen LastAprill; to Consult 
s** affair as well as y« promotemg a school for 
educating youth. 
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Your Exoelly & Hon'* may be' further In- 
formed, that tho y« sayd work be Nott accom- 
plished: we are well provided i?ith a Faithfull 
Minister Vizt. y® Rev<* M' Neh*» Walter of Rox- 
bury who we Joyned with in Calling to y« place 
& are Engaged in supporting & affording Maifi- 
tainence, as well as were Assistants in y« build- 
ing of their Meeting-hoUse and none of our* 
Complaine for Want of Minister Nor Meeting 
house at present ; nor Roxbury of oUr being a 
burthen unto them we hope it will not be long err 
we accomplish s'* work And humbly Crave, of 
your Excelly & Hon" a little Longer Space 
of time to be Granted us If it may be three years 
More; y* being New beginners & y^ charges 
thereof like to be Considemble as well as Great 
taxes to y« province; y* soe we may not be 
further liable to presentment; hoping in s^ 
Tearme we shall accomplish y« same ; <fc yo' 
Excelly '& Hon" soe favouring of your willing & 
Obedient Serv** 

for yo' Excelly & Hon" 

we shal still pray. 

Samuel Sewall Jun' 
John Winchester . 
Select men. Thomas Stedman. 

Nov«-9: 1709 
Read & Committed. 

In THE House of Representatives. 

Nov: 10: 1709. Read<fc 

Ordered That the Prayer of this Petition be 
Granted And That Three years time be added to 
the first Grant for the Building of a meeting 
House & Setling of a Minister. 

Sent up for Concurrence. 

John Clark, Speaker, 
In Council 
Nov*": 11: 1709. . 

Read and Concured onelyfor the Addition of 
one year. , 

IsA. Addington, Secry, 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Nov': 12: In the House of Representatives 

Read & Concurrd. 
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(M. A., Vol. n., pake 866) 

To His Excellency Joseph Dudley Esq"* Captain 
General and Governour in Chief in and Over Her 
Majt*^* Province' of the Massachusetts Bay in 
New England :&c and to the Hono*>'« Council 
and Repres^itatives in General Court Convened 
this Second day of Ntjveinber 1710. . 
The Humble Petition (rf the SeleetmcB: * of the 

Town of Brooklyi\at the Desire of s'^. Town 
Sheweth 

That Whereas this - Hono'*®*^. General Court 
upon Our Petition to them made, were pleased 
to Grant us to be a Township November the 13th 
1705j In which Grant they Enjoyned us to build 
a Meetinghouse and to Obtain an Orthodox 
Minister according to Law to be Setled amongst 
us within the Space of three years next Coming. 

And Wherbas we not being able tg perfect the 
said Work so much Desired by us, at the time 
above mentioned; we preferred Our Petition to 
the said General Court at their Session in 
November 1709, and according to /the prayer 
thereof, the said General Court, granted us a 
further time of one year from thence next to 
Come, for Accomplishing the same. 

Now May it Please your Excellency and the 
Hono*»'« General Court or Assembly by reason 
of the Continuance of Our proportion to the 
Extraordinary charge of this Province, we have 
not yet built the s** Meeting house But begg 
leave to Acquaint your Excellency and this 
Hono^*^ Assembly That on the Sixteenth of May 
last past, we had a Town Meeting by Order of 
Our Selectmen, to Consult said Affair, who being 
Willing & Desirous that a Meetitig house should 
be ErectiBd in the said Town (as soon as may be) 
Voted that we prefer this Petition to your 
Excellency and the Honorable Assembly to begg 
your further Allowance of a year or two, (or such 
longer time as to your Excellency &ttie General 
Court shall seem meet) humbly to lay. before you 
the provision already made of the Rever<* M' 
Nehemiah Walter a Faithful Minister, for whose 
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Support and Maintenence we are Engaged with 
the Inhabitants of Rozbury and were Assisting 
in building the Meeting house in s<* Town & in 
electing him to the Ministry there, And that 
there are none of Our People now Complaining 
for want of a Minister or Meeting house in Our 
Town nor the Inhabitants of Roxbury of Our 
being burthensome to them. Our most remote 
ffamily Resorting to the New Meeting house 
lately Erected at the South end of the Town of 
Roxbury afores** where th^y are Entertained 
without any Inconvenience to the Church, who 
are few in number at present & willing to receive 
them. 

We therefore in the Name and behalf of the 
said Town Pursuant to the said Vote, humbly 
begg That your Excellency and this General 
Assembly will grant us a longer Space of time, 
if it may be a year or two (or as your Excellency 
and this Hono^»« Court shall think fit) under a 
due Sense of our inability at present to perform 
so great a Work, we being but new beginners, 
and the Charges thereof like to be very Con- 
siderable As well as the Great Taxes on the 
Province, That so we may not be Liable to 
presentment, hoping by the Time your Excel- 
lency & the Hono^** Court shall give us, we shall 
Accomplish the same. 

And your Excellency and the Hono"^^** Court 
so favouring of your Willing and Obedient Ser- 
vants For your Excellency & the Hon'«** Court 
we shall ever pray &c. 

By Order of Selectnien. 
Samuel Sewall jun» Town Clerk, 

In the House of Representatives. 

Nov : 3d : 1710. Read & 

Ordered That the Prayer of this Petition be 
Granted & Two Years further Space be Granted 
them. 

John Clark, Speaker. 

Sent up for Concurrence. 

In Council 
Die die 1 

Read and Concurrd. Is^Addington, Secry. 
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1718 

COURT RECORDS, VOL. 9, PAGE 294. 

Wednesday June lO*** 1713 

Upon Reading a Petition of Brooklyn, Praying 
a further Respite <fc Extent of Time to build tbeir 
Meeting house & procure a Minister; 

Coneurrea with the Order pass^ thereon in 
the House of Represent^^^ 

That the Prayer of the Petition be granted 
with, this Strict Injunction that the Town be 
providea of a convenient Meeting House & of a 
learned orthodox Minister & of good Conver- 
sation by the End of the said three years. 

Consented to, 

J. Dudley. 

1714 

COURT RECORDS, VOL, 9, PAGE 361. 

Saturday Feby 20th 1713-14. 

Report of the Committee appointed upon the 
Petition of Brooklyn to consider of the most con- 
venient Place for the Setting up of a Meeting 
House Viz : 

In obedience to the above written Order, We 
have been at Brooklyn & viewed the Sev" Places 
proposed by the Inhabitants for the Setting up a 
Meeting House & heard the Inhabitants upon it; 
And we are unanimously of Opinion, That the 
Piece of Ground between the School House & M"" 
Caleb Gardners Dwelling House, W^^ the said 
Gardner hath given to the Town for that End, & 
where Some of the Timber, for it already lies is 
the most convenient Place for Erecting the said 
Meeting House, W^ is humbly Submitted 

In the Name & Behalf of the Committee 

Pekn Townsend. 

Read & Acccepted in Council, The Town to 
bear the Charge that hath arisen on this affair. 

Concur'd by the Represent^^* 

Consented to, 

J. Dudley. 
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HOUSE 'DOCUMENTS, BOX 5, No; 199. 

Statb OF Massaghcsetts Bay. 

. The Committee on the Representation of the 
Committee of Correspondence Inspection & 
Safety, of the Town of Brookline, in this State, 
beg Leave -to Report as follows, 
(Viz.) In the House of Representatives April "id 
1777 . 

Whereas this Court have been Informed by said 
Committee that Part of the Estate of Samuel 
Sewall Lying in said Brookline Lyes in Common 
& undivived with others, & said Committee have 
not taken that Part of said Estate into their Care 
by Reason of their not .knowing what Part 
thereof belongs to said Sewall ifnderits Present 
Circumstances. Praying the Direction of this 
Court therein. 

Therefore Besolved that . the Committee of 
Correspondence Inspection & Safety of the 
Town of Brookline, be& they are hereby Directed 
& Impowered to make, or Cause to be made 
Pertition or Division of the Lands of the said 
Samuel Sewel lying in Said Town of Brookline 
in Common & undivided with others, according 
to the Rules j in thie Laws of this State made and 
Provided for the Division and Pertition of Lands 
Lying in Common & undivided and when Said 
Division is made to take the Part belonging to 
Said Sewel into their Care & Conduct with the 
Same agreeable to the Laws <fe Resolves of this 
Court Impowring Committees of Correspondence 
&c to take Care of Tories Estates. 

Ordtolie. 

ITT'9 

MASS, ARCHIE VES, VOL. 222, PAGE 362. 

' State of Massachusetts Bay. 
In the HoitSE of Representatives May 31 1779. 

it being Represented to this Court That In the 
Late order of the General Court for the Sale of 
Several Confiscated Estates, a Lott of Land 
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Belonging to the £state of the Late Govoner 
Barnerd LyiiiK in the Town of Brookline and also 
a Lott of Lana In the Town of Braintree belong- 
ing To the Estate of the Late Govoner Hutchin- 
son Were Not included therefore Besolved that 
the Committee appointed to Make Sale of The 
said Estates be & they hereby are directed To 
Make Sale of. The .said Lotts of Land at Pablick 
Auction at such Time as they May Jud^e Will be 
Most for the Publick Interest tod the said Com- 
mittee are further Directed to Make Sale of any 
Pews or Rights in Pews which may belong to any 
of the Estates they have been prdere4 to sell. , 

Sent up for Concurrence, 

John Hancock, SpJcr. 
In Council May 31, 1779. 

Read & Concurred. John Avery, I) Secy. 

Consented to. 

Jer : Powell B White 

W Sever Dan'l Davis 

A. Ward N Cushing 

Caleb Cushing Timo Danielson 

W Spooner J Simpson 

T Cushing Jno Pitts 

I Fisher Aaron Woods 
Moses Gill 



I7§4 

STATE DOCUMENTS, BOX 5, No. 115. 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
In the House of Representatives Feby 17th 1784. 

On the Petition of Benjamin White Esqr in 
behalf of the Town of Brookline Praying for the 
abatement of a fine Laid on the said Town in the 
year 1782 for not sending a Representative 
Besolved that the Prayer of the Petition be so far 
granted, that their be allowed to the Town of 
Brookline the Sum of seventeen Pounds Ten 
shillings and the Treasurer is hereby Directed to 



14 Acts and Laws Relating to 'Brookline. 

Receipt the said Town for the above Sum Accord- 
ingly—the said Sum being One half of the said 
fine. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

Tristram Dalxon, Spkr. 

In Senate March Ist 1784. 

Read <fc Nonconcurred. S. Adams, Presid. 
[Petition accompanies.] 

1785 

HOUSE JOURNALS, VOL. 5, PAGE 266. 

February 10, 1785. 

A petition from John Goddard in behalf of the 
town of JBrookline^ praying for the remitting of a 
fine laid on them for neglecting to send a Repre- 
sentative. Read, and committed to Mr. Noyes^ 
Mr. West and Mr. Mitehel. 

Another petition from the same petitioner, in 
behalf of the said town. Read, and committed 
to the same committee. 

March 1st 1785. 

The Committee on the petition of John God- 
dard reported by way of Resolve. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

17§5 

MASS. RESOLVES, VOL. 6, PAGE 331. 

On the petition of John Goddard in behalf of 
the town of Brookline^ praying for abatement of 
a fine laid on said town for not sending a Repre- 
sentative to the General Court, for the year 1782 ; 
for reasons set forth in said petition : 

JResolvedy That the prayer of the petition be so 
far granted, that the sum of seventeen pounds 
twelve shillings and sixpence, which is one half 
of said fine set against said town of Brookline, in 
the tax-act of March, 1783, be abated, and the 
Treasurer of this Commonwealth, is hereby 
directed to credit the town of Brookline, on the 
aforesaid tax, seventeen pounds twelve shillings 
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and six pence, any act or resolve to the contrary 

notwithstanding. 

In the House of Representatives June ioth 1785. 

Sent up for Concurrence. 

Nathaniel Gorham, Speaker, 

In Senate June 15th 1785. 

Read & concurred. 
Sam'l Phillips junb Presdt, 
Approved^ 

James Bowdoin. 
[Petition accompanies.] 

MASS. PESOLVES, MARCH 18, 1785, 

CHAP. 171. . 

Resolve on the petition of John Goddard in 
behalf of the town of Brookline, empowering 
the Assessors to make out a warrant to 
Ebenezer Davis, to collect the rates due 
in 1781. 
On the i)etition of John Goddard, in behalf of 
the town of Brookline, praying that the present 
Assessors of the town of Brookline may be em- 
powered to make out warrants to Ebenezer 
Davis, collector of taxes for the town of Brook- 
line, for the year 1781 : 
For the reasons set forth in said petition, 
Hesolved, That the prayer of the said petition 
be granted, and the present Assessors of the town 
of Brookline, or the Assessors that shall be 
chosen at the next annual meeting legally holden 
at the said Brookline, as the case may require, 
the said Assessors be, and hereby are, empowered 
and directed to make out a warrant to the said 
Ebenezer Davis, requiring him to collect the rates 
that are due on the bill committed to him to 
collect in the year 1781, in hard money, accord- 
ing to the value thereof, established by the scale 
of depreciation, and pay the money into the 
treasury of the town of Brookline, within six 
months from the date of the warrant granted to 
the said Collector; any act or resolve to tlie con- 
trary notwithstanding. 
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LAWS OF THE COJ^IMONWEALtH OF 
MASS., VOL. IL, PAGE 569, 

An Act for dividing the county of Suffolk, 
and establishing a new county by the 

NAME OF NOapOLK. 

Slx3TidN 1* Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives, in General Court 
assembled, and by the authority of the same. 
That all the territory of the County of Suffolk 
not comprehended within the towns of Boston 
and Chelsea, from and after the twentieth day of 
June next, be , and hereby is formed and erected 
into an entire and distinct county, by the name 
of Norfolk; and Dedhaoi shall be the shire town 
till otherwise ordered by the General Court; and 
the inhabitants of said County of Norfolk shall 
have and possess, use, exercise and enjoy all the 
powers, rights and immunities, which the Consti- 
tution and Laws of this Commonwealth, the 
inhabitants of any County within the same, have, 
possess, exercis6 and enjoy, or are entitled to. 

Section 2. And be it further enacted. That 
there shall be held and kept within the said 
County of Norfolk, at the shire town thereof, a 
Court of General Sessions of the Peace, and 
a Court of Common Pleas, on the last Tuesdays 
of April and Septembei, yearly; and a Supreme 
Judicial Court, on the Tuesday next preceding 
the last Tuesday in August, annually, to com- 
mence in the year one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-four: And the Justices of said Courts 
of subordinate jurisdiction, when lawfully ap- 
pointed and commissioned, shall have, hold, 
exercise and enjoy all the powers and authority 
which are given and granted to justices of like 
courts, in any other county within this Com- 
monwealth; and all the aforesaid courts shall 
bear the same legal relation to each other, by 
process of every kind, as the like courts do in 
other counties of this Commonwealth. 

Section 3. And be it further enacted. That 
the methods of proceedings directed by law for 



Acts and Lotos Relating to BrookHne. 17 

choosing a County Treasurer and Register of 
Deeds, and the modes, forms and proceedings, 
known and practiced, in bringing forward and 
trying actions, causes, pleas, or suits, and of 
originating and conducting legal process of every 
kind, whether civil or criminal, in the judicial 
courts established in the several counties in this 
Commonwealth, and of choosing Jurors to serve 
at said court, shall be observed and put in 
practice within the said county of Norfolk: 
Promded^ that the choice ot County Treasurer 
and Register of Deeds for said county of Norfolk 
shall, for the first time, originate in the same 
manner as prescribed by law where vacancies 
happen in said offices by death or resignation. 

Section 4. And be it further enacted. That 
all writs, suits and process of every kind, which 
may, before the said twentieth day of June, be 
depending in said court, including Probate 
Courts, within the county of Suffolk, shall be 
heard and tried, proceeded and determined upon, 
in the county of Suffolk in the same manner as 
they would have been if this Act had not been 
made. 

Section 5. And be it further enacted, That all 
deeds for the conveyance of real estate within the 
said county of Norfolk, which shall be executed 
prior to the establishment of a Registry of 
Deeds, and qualification of a Register within said 
county of Norfolk, may be recorded in the Office 
of the Register of Deeds for the county of Suffolk, 
and shall have the same legal effect and operation 
as though they were recorded in the Registry of 
Deeds for the said county of Norfolk. 

Section 6. And be it further enacted, That 
the several towns and districts within the said 
county of Norfolk, shall pay their proportion of 
all county taxes already granted and assessed, in 
the same manner as they would have done if 
this Act had not been made ; and shall be holden 
to pay their proportion of all debts that shall be 
owing by the county of Suffolk, on the said 
twentieth day of June next, after the appro- 
priation of the present outstanding taxes, and be 
entitled also to their proportion of all property 
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belonging to said county of Suffolk, except in the 
county Court-House, Gaol and Gaol-House, and 
the land belonging thereto; And said county of 
Norfolk shall be obliged to build and keep in 
repair all bridges within the said county of Nor- 
folk, which at this time are chargable upon the 
county of Suffolk, and perform all other duties 
and obligations within their limits, which the 
county of Suffolk are now obliged to perform. 

Section 7. And be it further enacted. That if 
it shall so happen, that any person or persons 
shall be liable to be committed to prison within 
the said county of Norfolk within two years from 
the passage of this Act, it shall be lawful to 
commit such person or persons, by due process, 
to the common Gaol within the county of Suffolk; 
and all processes of law, and the powers of all 
officers within said county of Norfolk, shall be as 
legal and binding for that purpose as though the 
said gaol was within the said county of Norfolk; 
and the keener of said gaol shall be liable for the 
safe keeping of all prisoners, so committed, in the 
same manner as though committed by due 
course of legal proceedings within the county of 
Suffolk; and. all orisoners, so committed, shall be 
entitled to the same benefits and indulgences as 
though committed within the said county of Nor- 
folk; and all necessary expenses which shall arise 
in consequence of the commitment of any prison- 
ers from the county of Norfolk, shall be defrayed 
by the same county. 

(This Act passed March 26, 1793.) 



1793 

LAWS OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASS., VOL. II., PAGE 577. 

An Act repealing part of an Act, entitled, 
"An Act for dividing the County of Suffolk, 
and establishing a new county by the name 
of Norfolk, passed March twenty-sixth, 
Anno Domini One thousand seven hundred 
and ninety- three." 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, in General Court assembled, 
and by the authority of the same: That the afore- 
said Act, so far as it respects the towns of Hin^- 
ham and Hull, is hereby repealed and made null 
and void. 

(This Act passed June 20, 1793. ) 

1793 

MASS. SPECIAL LAWS, VOL. I., PAGE 460. 

An Act in addition to an Act, entitled, "An 
Act for dividing the County of Suffolk, and 
establishing a new County, by the name of 
Norfolk." 

Whereas, in the said Act no provision is made 
for the choice of Grand Jurors to serve at the 
Court of General Sessions of the Peace, in the 
several counties of Suffolk and Norfolk the pres- 
ent year : 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and 
by the authority of the same, that the Clerks of 
the Court of the General Sessions of the Peace in 
the said counties, be, and hereby are authorized 
respectively to make out their warrants to the 
constables of the several towns in their respec- 
tive counties, or to so many of them as the court 
shall order, requiring them severally to assemble 
the freeholders and inhabitants of their respec- 
tive towns, qualified to vote for Representatives, 
to choose by ballot one or more good and lawful 
man or men in each town, as the Court shall 
direct, of like qualifications and of good moral 
character, as is already required by "An Act 
regulating the appointment and services of 
Grand Jurors," to appear at the Court of General 
Sessions of. the Peace, next to be holden within 
the said counties respectively, and there to serve 
on the Grand Jury at every Court of General 
Sessions of the Peace, throughout the remainder 
of the present year, and until another Grand 
Jury shall be chosen, impanelled and sworn in 
their room, and the constables shall notify the 
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persons so chosen four days before the sitting of 
the Court, and their duty shall be the same as is 
already declared and designated in the before 
mentioned ^*Act regulating the appointment and 
service of Grand Jurors." 

(This Act passed June 21, 1793.) 

1794 

MASS. RESOLVES, JUNE 20, 1794. 

To the Hon*»'« the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts in General Court Assembled May 28th 1794. 

The Petition of the Town of Brookline Humbly 
Sheweth 

That the said Town was Fined the Sum of 
twenty-five pounds, L My, for Neglecting to 
send a Representative to the general Court; the 
last year. Which Fine the Town humbly prays 
may be Remitted for the Following Reasons. 
That the Town of Brookline was not Obliged to 
send a Representative to the General Court, 
before the Present Constitution of this Common- 
wealth took Place. Yet during our late Con- 
test with great Britain, the Town, Animated 
with a Patriotic Zeal ; sent a Representative, to 
the General Court, constantly, from May 1767 to 
October 1780— (when s^ Constitution took Place) 
and also from that time, to the last Year, except- 
ing one Year (after the War) for Which Neglect, 
the Town paid a Fine of Seventeen pounds and 
ten shillings. 

and as many Towns have a Right; by the Con- 
stitution to send More Representatives than one 
and have not been fined for their constant neglect 
to send their Proportionable Number 

Therefore the Small Town of Brookline may, 
with equal Justice, expect the Indulgence of this 
Hon^*** Court and a Remission of the imposed 
Fine for Neglecting to send a Representative one 
Year out of Twenty Eight, especially as the Town 
was not Obliged to send a Representative Four- 
teen Years of the said time 

In addition to the above. Your Petitioners Beg 
leave to Represent that the Town of Brookline 
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was at the Expence last year of Building three 
School Houses to the Amount of Four hundred <fc 
fifty Pounds & upwards— which was a very Heavy 
Tax on so Small a Town. 

' And as it has been an Usual Custom to abate a 
Fine to a Town for not sending a Representative 
to the general Court, where it was made to appear 
that s** Town had been at any Extraordinary 
Expense Especially if the Public Good was 
thereby Promoted 

And as the Well-being and Continuance of a 
Republican Governments, so greatly depends, 
upon the Education of the Children of the Rising 
Generations 

Therefore the Town have humbly Presumed, 
from this and the above mentioned Ileasons^ that 
this Hon'''® Court in their Great Wisdom and 
Goodness would Remit the above s^ Fine — and 
Your Petitioners as in Duty bound Shall ever 
Pray. 

i In behalf of 
William A spi]sr\\"ALL-< ^/<e Tow7i of 

I Brookline, 



Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
House of Representatives, June 16, 1794. 

Whereas the towns hereafter mentioned were 
fined in the several sums annexed to their 
respective names for not sending a Representa- 
tive to the General Court the last year that is 
to say — 

The town of Methuen Twenty-seven pounds 
ten shillings 

South Hadley Seventeen pounds ten shillings 

Brookline twenty five pounds 

Hardwick thirty five pounds 

Chelsea Twenty pounds 

Bath Twenty pounds 

Milford Twenty pounds 

Falmouth Twenty two pounds ten shillings 

Chilmark twenty five pounds 

Duxborough twenty five Pounds 

Hanover twenty Pounds 

Hubbardston Seventeen pounds ten shillings 
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Dightxin Twenty seven pounds ten shillings 
South brimfleld twenty pounds 
Royalston Seventeen pounds ten shillings 
New Bedford Sixty pounds 
Taunton Sixty pounds 
Winchenden Twenty pounds 
Douglas Seventeen jiounds ten shillings 
Leicester Twenty live Pounds 
Woolwich Twenty Pounds 

Resolved for reasons set forth by representa- 
tions from the afore**** towns respectively that 
the s<* fines be remitted, & the towns afore*** are 
hereby respectively discharged from paying the 
same any Law or Resolve to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

Sent up for Concurrence. 

Edward H Bobbins, Speaker, 

In Senate, June 20 1794. 

Read & Concurred. 

Saml Phillips, Prea^dt, 



MASS. RESOLVES, FEBRUARY 26, 1799. 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

To the Honbie Senate &> the Hon^'* House of 
Representatives in General Court Assembled 
January 1799. 

The petition of the Subscribers humbly shews. 
That they have heretofore belonged to a Company 
of Cavalry formd from the Militia of Roxbury 
& Brookline, but by the disorganized State of the 
Militia in those Towns for some years past the 
Commissions of said Company have ceased On 
the prospect of said Militia being again organized 
last Summer a sufficient number of Men assem- 
bled and agreed to revive said Company, but to 
their great mortification they found, that in the 
corse of the unsettled state of the Militia afore- 
said, the number of Troops of Cavalry allowed by 
law to each Brigade was fiU'd up in the Brigade 
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to which they belong — Your petitioners There- 
fore humbly pray your Honors to take there ease 
into consideration and grant them leave to raise 
Company of Horse in the Towns aforesaid, as it 
will not interfere with any Company of Cavalry 
now raised as there is no such Cone pany or parts 
thereof in either of those Towns nor will it 
operate to the reducing any of the other Com- 
panys in those towns below the proper Comple- 
ment — and as in duty bound we will ever pray. 

Jos: RuGOLEs Stedmam Witham 

Eben'' Davis Thos White 

Jos" Heath Benja* Davis 

ROB'r PlERPONT QUINCY WiLLIAMS 

Geo Zeigler John Aspiniv'all 

Thos Rumrill Lewis Sumner 

John Wyman Zepr Thayer 

. Joel Gay Joseph Crehone 

Jos: Curtis Joseph Grigos 

John Davis Eliphalet Spurr 
Isaac Davis 

We the Subscribers, do hereby Certify, that it 
is our Opinion that a Troop of Cavalry may be 
raised from the Towns of Roxbury Brookline and 
Dorchester without interfering with any Com- 
pany of Troop of Cavalry already raised within 
the Brigade, or without reducing any Company 
in those Towns below the proper Number re- 
quired by Law, provided a proper proportion is 
taken from each of the Companys in each Town — 

and we further Certify that a Troop of Horse 
raised in the mode above pointed out, will be 
benificial & tend to promote the Millitary Spirit 
in the Regement. 

Isaac S Gardner Zt Col Comdr 1 li 1 B & 
William Bossen Major Do, Do, 

Edward Robinson Major Do. Do. 

Roxbury 1st February 1799. 

Jacob Gill B Genl 1 Brig 

Approved, Simeon Elliot 

Major Gerd First Division, 
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

In the House of Representatives Feby 19 1799. 

On the petition of Joseph Ruggles & others 
praying for leave to raise a Company of Cavalry 
from the Towns of Roxbury Brookline & Dor- 
chester in the County of Norfolk 

Besolved That the Governor with the consent 
of Council be authorized <fe empowerd to raise a 
Company of Cavalry within the Towns of Rox- 
bury, Brookline & Dorchester aforesaid, to be 
annexed to the first Regement first Brigade <fc 
first Division of Militia in this Commonwealth — 
subject to such rules & regulations as are or may 
be provided by Law. 

Sent up for concurrence, 

Edw'd H Robbixs, Spkr. 

In Senate Feby 25th 1799. 

Read an concurred, 

Sam'l Phillips, Presdt. 

Approved Feby 1799, 

Increase Sumner. 



1814 

STATUTES OF 1814, CHAPTER 39. 
An Act to establish the boston and roxbury 

MILL corporation. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives, in General Court 
assembled, and by the authority of the same: 
That Isaac P. Davis, Uriah Cotting, and William 
Brown, their associates, successors and assigns, 
be, and they are hereby made a body politic and 
corporate, by the name of The Boston and Rox- 
bury Mill Corporation ; and by that name may sue 
and be sued, prosecute and be prosecuted to final 
judgment and execution: And said corporation 
shall have power to make and use a common 
seal, and the same to break and alter at pleasure, 
and may from time to time make by-laws for the 
regulation of the corporation ; provided^ that the 
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same be not repugnant to the laws of the com- 
monwealth; may purchase and hold real and 
personal estate, (not exceeding in value two 
millions of dollars) necessary to promote the 
objects of the corporation; and in general, may 
do and sutt'er all other acts and things, which 
bodies corporate Diay or ouerht to do and suffer. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, That said 
corporation shall have power to build a dam 
from Charles street, at the westerly end of Bacon 
street in Boston, to the upland at Se wall's Point, 
so called, in Brookline, and as near as may be to 
the north side of tide-mill creek, which dam shall 
not be less than forty-two feet wide on the top, 
and made so as effectually to exclude the tide 
w^ter and form a reservoir or empty basin of the 
space between said dam and Boston neck, etc., etc. 

Section 3. Be it further enacted, That the 
said corporation shall have power to make and 
finish the dam, in this Act first mentioned, and 
connect the different parts thereof by bridges 
and causeways, so as to render the same a good 
and substantial road, suitable for the passing of 
men, loaded teams, carts, and carriages of all 
kinds, and shall open a road not more than eighty 
feet and not less than forty -two feet wide, from 
some point of said dam where it crosses the 
marshes in Brookline to the end of the Worcester 
turnpike, near the Punch Bowl tavern, so called, 
in said Brookline, which road shall be made in a 
straight line as nearly as can be done with con- 
venience; and when the road on said dam shall 
be finished, railed at the sides, and furnished 
with lamps to the satisfaction of the Selectmen of 
Boston, the said corporation may receive toll for 
passing over the same at the same rate as is now 
granted to the proprietors of the West Boston 
Bridge; Provided^ that no toll shall be received 
as aforesaid until said dam and the dam from 
Boston to South Boston, with the lock therein, 
shall be completed in a substantial manner so as 
effectually to answer the purposes intended and 
set forth in the second section of this Act. And 
if said corporation or some person under them 
shall not, within five years from the passing of 
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this Act, establish mills employing a power equal 
to turning twenty pair of common mill stones, 
the Legislature may suspend as long as it shall 
think proper the right of said corporation to take 
any toll as aforesaid. And the proprietors of the 
marshes in Brookline shall have the privilege of 
passing free of toll to and from their marshes, 
from and to the upland in Brookline, over said 
road or dam^ and the said corporation shall make 
and maintain, at its own expense, a suitable 
number of sloping bridges leading from the sides 
of said road and dam to the surface of the marsh 
land, and convenient to carry off the hay. 

STATUTES OF 1822, CHAPTER 34. 
An Act to authorize the boston and roxbury 

MILL corporation TO WIDEN THEIR DAM. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representative, in General Court assembled, and 
by athority of the same. That the Boston and 
Roxbury Mill Corporation be and they hereby are 
authorized to widen their dam leading from 
Boston to Sewall's Point, so called, in Brookline, 
by extending it one hundred feet on the northerly 
side thereof, upon the flats and tide waters, where 
it can be done without interfering with the rights 
of individuals or other corporations, for the pur- 
pose of forming: landing places, making wharves, 
erecting store houses, and other necessary build- 
ings ;joroi;iV/ef?, that nothing herein contained shall 
authorize the widening of said dam, in any part 
thereof, more than one hundred yards to the 
northward and eastward of the present eastern- 
most sluiceway. [January 17^ 1823. 

1833 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives in General Court Assembled: 
The Petition of John Pierce Richard Sullivan 
and John Robinson humbly Shews that they with 
certain other persons, their associates, have 
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raised by voluntary subscription a fund for the 
establishment of a Proprietary School in Brook- 
line in the County of Norfolk, for imparting 
instruction in the learned languages and other 
useful and important branches of Knowledge to 
youth resident in that and the neighboring 
towns — that an incorporation of your Petitioners 
and their associates would enable them to manage 
the pecuniary and general interests of their asso- 
ciation more beneficially — Wherefore they pray 
your honorable Body to incorporate them and 
such other persons as may hereafter unite with 
them, by the name of the Proprietors of Brook- 
line Classical School with tbe powers and privi- 
leges usually granted in like cases. 
And as in duty bound will ever pray. 

Brookline June 2d 1823. John Pierce 

R'd Sullivan 
John Robinson 

4 

1833 

STATUTES OF 1823, CHAPTER 16. 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred & 

twenty -three. 

An Act to incorporate certain persons by the 

name of the proprietors of brookline 

classical school. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives in General Court 
assembled and by the authority of the same. 
That John Pierce Richard Sullivan Elisha Penni- 
man Henry Coleman Henry A S Dearborn Henry 
Oxnard Charles Tappan Lewis Tappan John 
Tappan Willam R Lee John Robinson Oliver 
Whyte Elijah Corey, Timothy Corey, Thomas 
Griggs Samuel Craft, David S Greenough jr 
Joseph Sewall Ebenezer Crafts, James Leeds, 
Ebenezer Francis Ebenezer Heath, Augustus 
Aspinwall, & Charles Wild and their associates 
and Successors be and they hereby are made a 
bodv politick and corporate by the name of the 
Proprietors of Brookline Classical School and by 
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that name may sue and be sued in all actions real 
personal or mixed, and prosecute and defend the 
same to final judgement and execution and by 
that name shall be and continue a body politick 
forever. 

Section 2d. Be it further enacted — that said 
Corporation shall have full power to elect from 
time to time such officers as it may detei'mine to 
be necessary & convenient for the management 
of its concerns— to ascertain their duties and fix 
the tenure of their offices — and to ordain and 
establish rules orders and by-Laws (not repug- 
nant to the Laws of this Commonwealth) for the 
regulation & government of said School. 

Sec 3d. Be it further enacted — That Said 
Corporation may be lawfully seized and possessed 
of real estate, the annual income of which shall 
not exceed two thousand dollars, and of personal 
estate, the annual income of which shall not 
exceed five thousand dollars. 

Sec 4th. Be it further enacted — that the 
property of said corporation shall be divided into 
such number of shares as the corporation shall, 
at its first, or any subsequent meeting, deter- 
mine, — That the shares shall be numbered in 
progressive order, and every proprietor shall 
have a certificate under the seal of the Cor- 
poration, signed by the Piesident and conter- 
signed by the Secretary, certifying his property 
in such Share — and anv share may be alienated 
by the Proprietor by Deed under his hand and 
Seal acknowledged before a Justice of the Peace, 
and recorded by the Clerk in a Book to be kept 
for that purpose. Each Share shall entitle the 
Proprietor thereof to one Vote at the corporation 
meetings. 

Sec 5th. Be it further enacted — that the said 
corporation may from time to time, at any legal 
meeting assess upon each Share such sum or 
Sums of money as shall be judged by the said 
corporation necessary for the building a school 
House, keeping the same in repair and making 
such additions thereto and improvements as the 
said Corporation may from time to time deem 
expedient. And if the Sum assessed on any 
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Share shall be in arrear and unpaid for ten days 
after the Same shall be due, the Treasurer shall 
have full power and authority to sell such share 
at public auction to the highest bidder, the time 
and place of such sale being made public at least 
five days before such sale, in such manner as the 
Corporation shall have before directed by some uni- 
form rule or by-law made for that purpose, and the 
Treasurer shall deduct from the purchase money 
so much of the said assessment as shall be in 
arrear and the reasonable charges of sale and the 
residue he shall pay to the delinquent proprietor. 

Section 6th. Be it further enacted that the 
said Corporation may have a common seal and 
the same may alter at pleasure. 

Section 7th. Be it further enacted That the 
Rev* John Pierce be and he hereby is authorized 
and empowered to call the first meeting of said 
corporation & to fix the time & place for holding 
the same : giving to each Proprietor named in this 
Act a written notice thereof. 

House of Representatives June 7, 1823. 

This Bill having had three several readings 
passed to be engrossed. 

Sent up for Concurrence, 

William C. Jar vis, Speaker, 

In Senate June 10, 1823. 

This Bill having had two several readings 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence with the 
Hon House. 

Nath Silsbee, Prest, 

I §'25 

MASS. ACTS, FEBRUARY 22, 1825. 

To the Honorable the Senate and Honorable the 
House of Representatives in General Court 
assembled on the first Wednesday of January 
1825 

Humbly Show 

The Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Boston, 
being thereunto authorized by the City Council 
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thereof and the Selectmen of the Town of Brook- 
line, being thereunto authorized by the inhabi- 
tants of said Town in legal town meeting assem- 
bled, that doubts and difficulties having arisen 
in relation to the respective boundaries of the 
said city and town they have respectively met 
and agreed, that the dividing line between the 
said City of Boston, and the said town of Brook- 
line shall hereafter be as follows, viz: "Begin- 
"ning at a point, (marked (a) on the annexed plan) 
**1]23 feet distant Westerly from the westerly 
"side of the filling sluices of the Boston and 
"Roxbury Mill-dam; thence running North 
"Westerly from the said point (a) at an angle 115° 
"from the Milldam until it strikes the centre of 
"the Channel of Charles River; and also running 
"from the said point (a) Southerly at an angle of 
"103° 40' until it strikes the centre of the channel 
"of Muddy River, at a point where the respective 
"boundaries of Boston Brookline and Roxbury 
"meet each other." 

and your memorialists pray that the above 
lines may be sanctioned by your honorable body 
as the boundaries between the city of Boston and 
the said Town of Brookline, and that boundary 
line between the Counties of Suffolk sic be also 
modified accordingly. 

JosiAH QuiNCY Mayor of the \ 

City of Boston s 

John Robinson Chairman of the 
Selectmen of Brookline. 

House of Representatives Jan 13, 1825. 

Read & Com<^ to the Com^^ on Incorporation of 
Towns. 

Wm C Jarvis, Speakr, 
In Senate Jany 14, 1825. 

Read and concurred, 

Nath Silsbee, Prest, 

COMMONAVEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

The Committee of both Houses on the Incor- 
poration of Towns to whom was referred the 



Acts and Laws Relating to Brookline. 31 

Petition of the Mayor & Aldermen of the City of 
Boston and the Selectmen of the town of Brook- 
line, praying that the line between said City of 
Boston and Town of Brookline may be Estab- 
lished — have had the same under consideration, 
and ask leave to Report, That the Prayer of the 
Petition be so far granted, that the Petitioners 
have leave to bring in a Bill for that purpose. 

Which is respectfully submitted, by order of the 
Committee. 

S P Gardner, Chairmen. 

In Senate Januarv 26, 1825. 
Read and accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence, 

Nath Silsbee, Prest. 

House of Representatives Jany 26, 1825. 

Read & Concurred, 

Wm C Jarvis, Speak, 

]§25 

STATUTES OF 1825, CHAPTER 90. 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

lu the year of our Lord one thousand eiii^ht hundred and 

tweoty-flve. 

An Act relative to the boundary lines of the 

city of boston and the town of brookline. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives in General Court Assembled 
and by the authority of the same. That the 
agreement made by and between the Mayor and 
Aldermen of the City of Boston, for and in behalf 
of said City, and the Selectmen of the Town of 
Brookline, in behalf of said Town relative to the 
boundary lines between the said City & Town be 
and the same hereby is ratified and confirmed and 
that henceforth the boundary lines between the 
said City and town shall be as follows viz: 
Beginning at a point marked (a) on a plan drawn 
by S. P. Fuller Eleven hundred and twenty three 
feet distant westerly from the westerly side of 
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the filling sluices of the Boston and Roxbury mill 
dam; thence running Northwesterly from the 
said point {a) at an angle of 116° from the mill- 
dam until it strikes the centre of the channel of 
Charles river, — and also running from the said 
point (a) Southerly at an angle of 103° 40' until it 
strikes the Centre of the Channel of Muddy 
river, at' a point where the respective boundaries 
of Boston, Brookline & Roxbury meet each other. 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted that the 
boundary lines between the Counties respectively 
of Suffolk and Norfolk so far as ^hey are affected 
by this act shall hereafter conform to the said 
bondary lines between the said City and Town, 
and the same are declared and established to be 
the boundary lines between the said Counties 
respectively, anything in any former act to the 
contrary notwithstanding. Provided however that 
the several laws regulating the erection of build- 
ings within the City of Boston, shall not extend 
to the land hereby transferred from said town of 
Brookline to the said City. 

In Senate January 28 : 1825. 

This Bill having had two several readings 
passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence, 

Nath Sillsbee, Prest. 

House of Representatives Feby 17. 1825. 

This Bill having had three several readings 
passed to be engrossed in concurrence with the 
Hon Senate. 

Wm C Jarvis, Speak, 
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1§31 

CHAPTER 72. 

An Act to establish the boston and Worcester 

railroad company. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the senate and 
house of representatives in general court assem- 
bled and by authority of the same, that George 
Bond, Luther Faulkner, Henry Williams, 
Henry H. Faulkner, William Parker, Cornelius 
Coolidge. Isaac Danforth, Eliphalet Williams, 
George Morey, Jonas B. Brown, Nathaniel Ham- 
mond, Pliny Cutter, Jonathan Whitney, John P. 
Bigelow, George Hallet, Winslow Wright, Joseph 
T Buckingham, James K. Mills, Ward Jackson, 
Henry Rice, Thomas R. Sewall, David Hastings, 
E. A. and W. Winchester, R. Richards, jr., John 
Thompson, John C. Putnam, A. Chandler, 
Thomas B. Wales,, William Dehon, Joseph A. 
Ballard, and Andrew Dunlap, their associates, 
successors and assigns, be and they hereby are 
made a body politic and corporate under the 
name of the '^Boston & Worcester Railroad 
Corporation," and by that name shall be, and 
hereby are made capable in law to sue and be 
sued to final judgment and execution, plead and 
be impleaded, defend and be defended in any 
courts of record, or in any other place whatever; 
to make, have and use a common seal, and the 
same to break, renew and alter at pleasure ; and 
shall be and are hereby vested with all the 
powers, privileges and immunities, which are or 
may be necessary to carry into effect the pur- 
poses and objects of this act, as herein set forth. 
And the said corporation are hereby authorized 
and empowered to locate, construct and finally 
complete a railroad, in or near the city of Boston, 
and thence to any part of Worcester, in the 
County of Worcester, in such manner and form 
as they shall deem to be most expedient and for 
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this purpose th^ said corporation are authorized 
to lay out their road, not exceeding five rods wide 
through the whole length ; and for the purpose^of 
cuttings, embarkments, and procuring stone and 
gravel, may take as much more land as may be 
necessary for the proper construction and security 
of said road; provided^ however^ that all damages 
that may be occasioned to any person or cor- 
poration, by taking such land or materials for the 
purposes aforesaid, shall be paid for by said 
corporation in manner hereinafter provided. 

[June 23^ 1831. 

]§44 

CHAPTER 38. 

An Act to annex a part of the town of ROi- 

BURY TO THE TOWN OF BROOKLINE. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives^ in General Court assembled^ and 
by the authority of the same, as follows : 

Section 1. Jeremiah Lyon, and all the other 
persons, their polls and estates, and all the lands 
lying within a line, beerinning in the centre of 
Muddy Brook, at the junction thereof with 
another brook, running between Roxbury and 
Brookline, across the Mill Dam road, and at a 
post there set, and running southerly and 
westerly by the centre of said Muddy Brook 
through the estate of Henry S. Ward, thence 
following the centre of said brook through the 
land of Samuel Wyirian, until it meets a stone 
wall dividing said Wyman's land from the land 
of Joseph Curtis ; thence following said wall 
nearly in a northwesterly direction, until it meets 
the present line of division between Roxbury 
and Brookline, as laid down on a plan by E. T. 
Woodward, Esq'r, dated the eighth day of 
February, eighteen hundred forty-one, are hereby 
set off from the town of Roxbury and annexed 
to the town of Brookline, in the County of 
Norfolk. 

SECTION 2. The land hereby set off from Rox- 
bury to Brookline, and the persons residing 
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thereon, shall be liable and holden to pay their 
just proportion of all taxes which have been 
assessed on the inhabitants of the said town of 
Roxbury, previous to the passing of this Act, and 
also their portion of all county and state taxes 
that may be assessed upon said town of Roxbury, 
previous to the taking of the next State valua- 
tion: Said proportion to be ascertained and 
determined by the town valuation of said Rox- 
bury; and the town of Brookline shall be liable 
for the support of all persons who now do, or 
hereafter may stand in need of relief as paupers, 
whose settlement was gained, or derived within 
the limits described in the first section of this Act. 
[Approved by the Governor^ JF'eh. 24^ IS^J/.. 

1§4§ 

CHAPTER 296. 
An Act to incorporate the union railroad 

COMPANY. 

Be it enacted^ etc., as follows : 

Section 1. Isaac Livermore, Charles Daven- 
I)ort, Newell Bent, their associates and succes- 
sors, are hereby made a corporation, by the name 
of the Union Railroad Company, with all the 
powers and privileges, and subject to aJl the duties, 
liabilities and restrictions set forth in the forty- 
fourth chapter of the revised statutes, and in that 
part of the thirty-ninth chapter of said statutes 
relating to railroad corporations, and in all other 
general laws which have been or shall be subse- 
quently passed, relative to railroad corporations. 

Section 2. Said company are authorized to 
locate, construct, and maintain, with one or more 
tracks a railroad commencing in Somerville, at 
some point on the Fitchburg railroad, near its 
intersection with the Boston & Lowell railroad ; 
thence running to a point near Bridge street, in 
said Somerville; thence across the marshes on 
the westerly side of East Cambridge village, to a 
point on Main street in Cambridge, a little below 
Washington street; thence across the marshes to 
Charles river; and over said river by a bridge at 
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such point as the commissioner under whose 
direction said bridge is to be constructed shall 
determine; provided^ that said bridge shall not be 
located more than fifty rods below the ship yard, 
nor more than fifty rods above the pOwder house, 
to a point on the Boston & Worcester railroad in 
Brookline, with piers two hundred feet long, 
furnished with a capstan at each end of the 
piers; provided, that the railroad hereby author- 
ized shall not pass any highway or avenue to 
Boston on the same level therewith. 

Section 3. The capital stock of said company 
shall consist of not more than fifteen hundred 
shares, the number of which shall, from time to 
time, be determined by the directors of said 
company; and no assessment shall be laid thereon 
of a greater amount, on the whole than one 
hundred dollars on each share, and said cor- 
poration may invest a portion of their capital not 
exceeding seventy thousand dollars in real estate 
for depot grounds, wharves and other purposes, 
and may invest such portion thereof in personal 
estate, as may be necessary or convenient for the 
purposes of their incorporation. 

Section 4. The company hereby established 
may enter upon and unite their railroad by proper 
turnouts and switches, with the Fitchburg, Boston 
& Lowell, and Boston & Worcester railroads, and 
may contract with any of said companies to equip 
and run their said railroad, or any part of the 
same. 

Section 5. The bridge across Charles river 
shall be constructed, not exceeding twenty-six 
feet in width, with a convenient draw and suita- 
ble piers to facilitate the passage of vessels ; and 
said company shall be held liable to keep the 
draws and piers in good repaii, and to open the 
same, and afford all proper accommodations to 
vessels having occasion to pass the same by day 
or by night. 

Section 6. The rate of speed for crossing any 
of the streets or roads shall not exceed six miles 
per hour, and the securities to travel, by gates, 
fiags or bridges, at the crossings, shall be regu- 
lated in Somerville in such manner as shall be 
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required by the selectmen of said town, and in 
Cambridge, in such manner as shall be directed 
by the city council of said city. 

SEOTioi^ 7. The corporation hereby established 
may, at any time, transfer their property and 
franchise to either of the companies with whose 
railroad the railroad hereby established shall 
unite or connect. 

Section 8. The legislature may authorize any 
company to enter with a railroad upon, and use, 
the railroad hereby established, or any part 
thereof, by complying with such reasonable rules 
and regulations as the Union Railroad Company 
may prescribe, or as may be determined accord- 
ing to the provisions of law. 

Section 9. The legislature may, after the 
expiration of four years from the time when said 
railroad shall be oi)ened for use, from time to 
time alter or reduce the rate of tolls and other 
profits, upon said railroad; but said tolls or 
profits shall not, without the consent of said 
company, be so reduced as to produce less than 
ten per cent per annum upon the investment of 
said company. 

Section 10. If the location of said railroad 
shall not be filed within eighteen months, or if 
the said company shall not complete the railroad, 
as provided in the second section of this act, with 
at least one track, within three years from the 
passage of this act, the same shall be void. 

[^Apprdved by the Governor^ May 10^ 1848, 

CHAPTER 297. 

An Act in addition to ** An Act to incorporate 
the union railroad company." 

Be it enacted^ etc, as follows.: 

Section 1. The bridge which said company are 
authorized by their act of incorporation to con^ 
struct across Charles river, shall be located and 
constructed under the direction of a commissioner 
to be appointed by the governor, by and with the 
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advice of the council, whose expenses shall be 
paid by said company. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect from and 
after its passage. [Approved by the Governor^ 
May 10, 1848. 

[This was afterwards known as the Marginal 
railroad.] 
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CHAPTER 170. 

An Act to incorporate the charles river 
branch railroad company. 

£e it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. Otis Pettee, Edgar K. Whitaker, 
Elijah Perry, their associates and successors, are 
hereby made a corporation, by the name of the 
Charles River Branch Railroad Company, with 
all the powers and privileges, and subject to all 
the duties, restrictions, and liabilities, contained 
in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Stat- 
utes, and in that part of the thirty-ninth chapter 
of said statutes which relates to railrqad corpora- 
tions, and in all general laws which have been or 
may be hereafter passed relating to such cor- 
porations. 

Section 2. Said company may locate, con- 
struct, and maintain a railroad with one or more 
tracks, from some convenient point on the Boston 
and Worcester Railroad near Angler's Corner, in 
Newton, or from a point at or near the western 
terminus of the Brookline Branch of said Boston 
and Worcester Railroad, in Brookline, as the 
corporation hereby created, when lawfully organ- 
ized, shall elect; and through Newton and East 
Needham to some convenient point in Dover, 
passing near the villages of Newton Centre, 
Upper Falls, and East Needham, with liberty to 
enter upon and use said Boston and Worcester 
Railroad, or said Brookline Branch, as the case 
may be, in the manner that is or may be pre- 
scribed by the laws of this Commonwealth. 
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Section 3. The capital stock of said corpo- 
ration shall consist of not more than three 
thousand shares, the number of which shall be 
determined, from time to time, by the directors 
thereof, and no assessment shall be laid thereon 
of a greater amount in the whole than one 
hundred dollars on each share. And the said 
corporation may take, purchase and hold such 
real estate, and may purchase and hold such 
engrines, cars, and other things, as may be neces- 
sary or convenient for the use of said railroad 
and for the transportation of passengers, goods 
and merchandise: provided^ however^ that the 
said corporation snail construct its said railroad 
over the Boston Aqueduct in Newton or Brook- 
line, in such manner as not to injure the same. 

Section 4. If the location of said railroad be 
not tiled according to law, within two years from 
the passage of this Act, or if the said railroad 
shall not be completed, with at least one track 
from its said terminus at Dover to said Boston 
and Worcester Railroad, or to said Brookline 
Branch, within three years from the passage of 
this Act, the same shall be void. 

Section 5. The Legislature may authorize any 
company to enter with another railroad upon, 
and use the railroad hereby established, or any 
part thereof, by complying with such reasonable 
rules and regulations as the said Charles River 
Branch Railroad may prescribe, or as may be 
determined according to law. 

Section 6. The Legislature may, after the 
expiration of five years from the time when said 
railroad shall be opened for use, from time to 
time, reduce the rate«« of toll, or other profits 
upon said railroad ; but the same shall not, with- 
out the consent of said corporation, be so reduced 
as to produce less than ten per cent per annum 
upon the investment of said company. 

Section 7. All shares in the capital stock of 
said corporation shall be for the same value or 
amount, to be actually paid in. [May i, 1849- 
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1850 

CHAPTER 231. 

An Act to incorporate the proprietors of the 
cambridge and brookline bridge. 

£e it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. Sidney Willard, Edmund T. Hast- 
ings, Columbus Tyler, and David R. Griggs, 
their associates, successors and assigns, are here- 
by made a corporation by the name of the Pro- 
prietors of the Cambridge and Brookline Bridge, 
with all the powers and privileges, and subject to 
all the duties, restrictions, and liabilities, set 
forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes. 

Section 2. The said corporation is hereby 
authorized and empowered to erect a pile bridge 
over the Charles River, between the city of Cam- 
bridg:e and the town of Brookline, from points at 
or near the old wharf for embankment, which is 
near where the Boston and Worcester railroad 
passes under a bridge on the Western avenue (so 
called) to the opposite bank of the river in Cam- 
bridge, and to take and hold such real estate as 
may be needful for the same, not exceeding in 
value the sum of forty thousand dollars; pro- 
vided^ that no shares in the capital stock of said 
corporation shall be issued for a less sum or 
amount, to be actually paid in on each, than the 
par value of the shares which shall be first issued. 

Section 3. The said corporation shall be holden 
to make compensation to any person or corpo- 
ration whose real estate shall be taken for the 
uses aforesaid ; and if there shall be a difference 
of opinion as to the value of the same, either 
party may apply to the county commissioners, 
within and for the county where such real estate 
lies, to estimate the damage such person or corpo- 
ration may sustain, whereupon the same pro- 
ceedings shall be had, in respect of damages and 
costs, and trial by jury, as are provided by the 
twenty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes, 
concerning town ways and private ways. 

Section 4. The said proprietors shall make 
and maintain at their own expense, a suitable 
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draw and passage way for vessels, with a suitable 
leaf or leaves, and every requisite for raising the 
same, and shall also construct such pier or piers, 
on either or both sides of said bridge, as may be 
necessary to secure said bridge and facilitate the 
passage of vessels through the same, all to the 
acceptance of the county commissioners of the 
county of Middlesex. . 

Section 5. Said corporation shall be held 
liable to keep said bridge and draw in good re- 
pair, and to raise the draw and afford all neces- 
sary and proper accommodation to vessels having 
occasion to pass the same, by day and night, at 
the proper cost of said corporation. 

Section 6. A toll is hereby established and 
granted to said proprietors at the following rates, 
viz. : For each foot passenger, one cent; for each 
horse and rider, gig, sulky, buggy, wagon, chaise, 
carryall, or covered buggy, five cents; for each 
coach, chariot, or phaeton, drawn by two horses, 
ten cents and for such additional horse four cents ; 
for each cart, wagron, sled, and other carriage of 
burden, and for each sleigh drawn by one horse 
five cents, and for each additional horse or other 
beast, three cents; for each hoi se without a rider, 
three cents ; for neat cattle and mules, two cents 
each; for sheep and swine, one cent each; and all 
persons who shall have occasion to pass said 
bridge in the performance of military duty, with 
their necessary horses and carriages shall pass 
free from toll. 

Section 7. The said toll shall commence on 
the day of the opening of said bridge, and con- 
tinue for the term of fifty years thereafter ; and, 
at the place Of receiving said tolls, there shall be 
constantly exposed to view, a sign board, with 
said rates of toll fairly and legibly painted 
thereoii. 

Section 8. The said corporation, at the time 
of opening said bridge, or as soon as may be there- 
after, shall cause a true account of the expenses 
of building the said bridge, a,nd also, at the end of 
every three years thereafter, a true account of all 
receipts and disbursements on account thereof, 
to be returned into the office of the secretary of 
the commonwealth. 
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Section 9. The said corporation is authorized 
to commute said rates of toll with any person or 
persons, by taking of him or them a certain less 
sum, payable at any stated periods, instead of the 
toll aforesaid, or by taking, of all persons, less 
rates of toll than as before specified. 

Section 10. The legislature may, at any time 
hereafter, regulate the tolls on said bridge, or 
alter, amend, or repeal this charter. 

Section 11. If the said corporation shall 
neglect for the space of four years from the 
passing of this act, to build said bridge, then this 
act shall have no effect. [April 25^ 1860. 

1§51 

CHAPTER 305. 

An Act to authorize cities and towns to estab- 
lish AND MAINTAIN PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 

£e it enacted^ etc.^ as follows : 

Section 1. Any city or town in this common- 
wealth is hereby authorized to establish and main- 
tain a public library within the same, with or 
without branches, for the use of the inhabitants 
thereof, and to provide suitable rooms therefor, 
under such regulations for the government of 
such library as may, from time to time, be pre- 
scribed by the city council of such city, or the 
inhabitants of such town. 

Section 2. Any city or town may appropriate 
for the foundation and commencement of such 
library, as aforesaid, a sum not exceeding one 
dollar for each of its ratable polls in the year next 
preceding that in which such appropriation shall 
be made; and may also appropriate annually for 
the maintenance and increase of such library a 
sum not exceeding twenty-five cents for each of 
its ratable polls, in the year next preceding that 
in which such appropriation shall be made. 

Section 3. Any city or town may receive, in 
its corporate capacity, and hold and manage, any 
devise, bequest or donation, for the establishment, 
increase, or maintenance of a library within the 
same. [Approved by the Governor^ May 24^ 1851. 
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CHAPTER 17. 

An Act to incobpokate the brookline gas light 

COMPANY. 

JSe it enacted, etc, as follows : 

Section 1. Harrison Fay, John N. Turner, 
Charles W. Scudder, their associates and succes- 
sors, are hereby made a corporation, by the name 
of the Brookline Gas Light Company, for the pur- 
pose of making and selling gas in the town of 
Brookline, with all the powers and privileges, and 
subject to all the duties, restrictions and liabili- 
ties set forth in the thirty-eighth and forty-fourth 
chapters of the Revised Statutes. 

Section 2. Said corporation may hold such 
real and personal estate as may be necessary and 
convenient for the purpose aforesaid, not ex- 
ceeding in value the sum of one hundred thousand 
dollars. 

Section 3. No shares in the capital stock of 
said company shall be issued for a less sum or 
amount, to be actually paid in on each, than the 
par value of the shares which shall be first issued. 

Section 4. Said corporation, with the consent 
of the selectmen of the town of Brookline, shall 
have the power and authority to open the ground 
in any part of the streets, lanes and highways in 
said town, for the purpose of sinking and repair- 
ing such pipes and conductors as it may be neces- 
sary to sink for the purpose aforesaid ; and the 
said company, after opening the ground in said 
streets, lanes and highways, shall be held to put 
the same again in repair, under the penalty of 
being prosecuted for a nuisance. Provided, that 
the said Seloctmen, for the time being, shall at 
all times have the power to regulate, restrict and 
control the acts and doings of said company, 
which may, in any manner, affect the health, 
safety or convenience of the inhabiants of said 
town. 

Section 5. This act shall take effect from 
and after its passage. [Approved by the Governor, 
February 19, 185S. 
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I §54 

CHAPTER 104. 

An Act in addition to "An Act to incorporate 
the brookline gas light cobipany." 

JBe it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The Brookline Gas Light Company 
are hereby authorized to increase their capital 
stock to an amount not exceeding three hundred 
thousand dollars ; and to invest such increase in 
real and personal estate, necessary and convenient 
for carrying on the business of said corporation. 

Section 2. Said corporation are hereby author- 
ized to extend their pipes within the limits of the 
town of Brighton and the cities of Boston .and 
Roxbury, and to sell gas on the line of such 
extension. 

Section 3. No shares in the capital stock of 
said company shall be issued for a less sum or 
amount, to be actually paid in on each, than the 
par value of the shares which shall be first issued. 

Section 4. Said corporation, with the consent 
of the selectmen of the town of Brookline, and of 
the mayor and aldermen of the cities of Boston 
and Roxbury, respectively, shall have power and 
authority to open the ground in any part of the 
streets, lanes and highways in said town and 
cities, for the purpose of sinking and repairing 
such pipes and conductors, as it may be necessary 
to sink for the purpose aforesaid ; and the said 
company, after opening: the ground in said street, 
lanes and highways, shall be held to put the same 
again in repair, under the penalty of being prose- 
cuted for a nuisance; provided, however, that said 
selectmen, and mayor and aldermen, for the time 
being, shall, at all times, have the power to regu- 
late, restrict, and control the acts and doings of 
said company, which may in any manner affect the 
health, safety, or convenience of the inhabitants 
of said town and cities. 

Section 6. This act shall take effect from and 
after its passage. [Approved by the Governor, 
March 20, 1854. 
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1855 

CHAPTER 123. 
An Act to incorporate the brookline hotel 

COMPANY. 

JBe it enacted^ etc,^ asfoUows : 

Section 1. Charles Wild, William Aspinwall, 
George F. Homer, and Nathaniel Harris, their 
associates and successors, are hereby made a cor- 
poration by the name of the Brookline Hotel 
Company, for the purpose of erecting buildings 
necessary and convenient for maintaining a hotel 
or public house in said Brookline, with a capital 
stock of one hundred thousand dollars, with all 
the privileges, and subject to all the duties, liabil- 
ities, and restrictions, set forth in the forty-fourth 
chapter of the Revised Statutes; provided^ that 
no part of said property shall be, at any time, 
leased, let or used for illegal purposes. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect from and 
after its passage. \^Approved by the Governor^ 
March 31, 1855. 

1856 

CHAPTER 276. 
An Act to incorporate the brookline hotel 

COMPANY. 

JBe it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. Charles Wild, William Aspinwall, 
George F. Homer, and Nathaniel Harris, their 
associates and successors, are hereby made a cor- 
poration by the name of the Brookline Hotel 
Company, for the purpose of erecting a hotel in 
the town of Brookline,and maintaining such public 
house and the buildings and improvements con- 
nected therewith; and for these purposes shall 
have all the powers and privileges, and be subject 
to all the duties, restrictions and limitations, set 
forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes: provided, that said corporation shall 
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not carry on the the business of hotel peeping, or 
be in any way interested in such business. 

Sbotion 2. The whole amount of real and 
personal estate, or capital stock, which said cor- 
poration may hold for the purposes aforesaid, 
shall not exceed one hundred thousand dollars. 

Section 3. The one hundred and twenty-third 
chapter of the acts of the legislature^ passed in 
the year one thousand eisrht hundred and fifty-five, 
is hereby repealed. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect from and 
after its passage. [Approved by the Governor^ 
June j^ 1856. 
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CHAPTER 103. 

An Act to authorize the county commissioners 
of norfolk county, and other persons, to 
lay out ways across muddy river. 

Se it enacted^ etc, as follows : 

Section 1. The county commissioners of Nor- 
folk county are hereby authorized and empowered 
to lay out and construct ways, by means of 
bridges or culverts, across and over that part of 
Muddy river which lies above the culvert under 
the Punch Bowl road, so called, belonging to the 
Boston & Roxbury Mill corporation, near Apple- 
ton place, so called, in Roxbury. 

Section 2. Persons owning lands situated 
upon the part of Muddy river aforesaid, may con- 
struct roads across and over said river by bridges 
or culverts, in the same manner and to the same 
extent as if the same had never been navigable 
water. 

Section 3. All ways or roads constructed 
across and over said river as aforesaid, shall be 
so made as not to flow the lands above the culvert 
first above mentioned. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect from and 
after its passage. \^Approved April 30, 1857, 
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1§57 

CHAPTER 135. 

An Act to incorporate the Jamaica pond aque- 
duct CORPORATION. 

£e it enacted^ etc., as follows : 

Section 1. George H. Williams, Arthur W. 
Austin and Thomas B. WiUiams, their associates 
and successors, are hereby made a corporation by 
the name and title of the Jamaica Pond Aque- 
duct Corporation; and the provisional agreement 
made by the city of Boston with the said George 
H. Williams by which the said city have agreed 
to convey their interest in all the property, es- 
tates and privileges, except that of supplying or 
distributing water within the limits of the city of 
Boston, of the aqueduct corporation which was 
incorporated by act passed the 27th day of 
February, seventeen hundred and ninety-five, is 
hereby authorized, sanctioned and confirmed; 
and the sale by said city of Boston to said George 
H. Williams of all the property, estates and priv- 
ileges, which the said city of Boston was 
authorized to purchase of the Aqueduct Cor- 
poration, by the sixteenth section of the act 
passed March thirtieth, eighteen hundred and 
forty-six, is hereby authorized. 

Section 2. The said Jamaica Pond Aqueduct 
Corporation are hereby authorized and empowered 
to bring the water from Jamaica Pond, from the 
same source and point from which the aqueduct 
corporation incorporated in the said year seven- 
teen hundred and ninety-five, brought the said 
water -5 and shall have full power and lawful 
authority, by subterraneous pipes, to bring water 
from said Jamaica Pond, and supply the same to 
tlie city of Roxbury, to the town of Brookline, 
and to the town of West Roxbury ; and for this 
purpose the said Jamaica Pond Aqueduct Cor- 
poration shall have, use and enjoy the same 
rights, privileges and easements, for supplying 
pure water to the towns and city aforesaid, as 
were had, used and enjoyed by the aqueduct cor- 
poration for the dispensing water to the citv of 
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Boston; and to enable the said corporation to 
supply the said city of Roxbury and the towns 
aforesaid, the said corporation are hereby fully 
authorized and empowered to open the ground in 
any part of the streets and highways in the city of 
Roxbury and town of West Roxbury and town of 
Brookline, for the purpose of sinking and repair- 
ing such pipes and conductors as it may be neces- 
sary to sink for the purpose aforesaid ; provided^ 
that the said highways and streets snail not be 
opened or used by the said corporation in such 
manner as to obstruct or hinder the citizens of 
the Commonwealth; and the said corporation, 
after opening the ground in any of the said streets 
or highways, shall be held to put the same again in 
repair to the sati.^faction of the authorities of the 
said city and towns, respectively ; provided^ also^ 
that in excavating for the purposes of laying pipes 
or repairing the same, the work shall be done 
agreebly to the direction of the board of mayor 
and aldermen of the city of Roxbury, and in the 
towns of West Roxbury and Brookline, under the 
direction of the selectmen of those towns, respec- 
tively; and it is further provided, that the city of 
Roxbury shall be allowed the privilege of insert- 
ing ten hydrants into the main pipes of the aque- 
duct at such points as may be indicated by the 
city authorities of Roxbury, with the right of 
using the water in cases of fire, but for no other 
purpose whatever, without the special permission 
of the directors of the corporation. 

Section 3. The said corporation be, and they 
are hereby authorized and empowered, for the 
purpose of extending their supply of fresh water, 
to enter upon and improve for the laying down 
subterraneous pipes, the corporate or private 
estate of any person, town, or corporation what- 
soever, within the boundaries of the city of Rox- 
bury, town of West Roxbury, or town of Brook- 
line; and the said corporation are hereby 
empowered to take, hold, purchase, or improve, 
for the purpose of laying down subterraneous 
pipes any land not exceeding ten feet in width in 
the territory of the said city and towns aforesaid, 
and shall at all times have free ingress and egress 
into and from the same in order to lay down, 



Acts and Laws Relating to Brooklvne. 49 

inspect, renew and repair the said pipes; and the 
said corporation shall be held to pay all damages 
which shall accrue to any party by the taking, 
holding or improving the land aforesaid, for the 
purposes aforesaid ; and where the damages can- 
not be adjusted satisfactorily by the parties, the 
damages may be estimated by the county commis- 
sioners of the county of Norfolk, saving to either 
party the right of trial by jury, according to 
the law which provides for the recovery of 
damages accruing by laying out public highways. 
All claims for damages shall be preferred by the 
party entitled to demand the same, within twelve 
months from the time when the ground shall have 
been taken or first entered upon in manner as 
hereinbefore mentioned ; and the said corporation, 
after having opened any of the ground aforesaid, 
for the purposes aforesaid, shall be held to put the 
same again in proper condition. Said corporation 
shall be liable for any loss or injury that any per- 
son or persons may sustain by reason of any care- 
lessness, neglect or misconduct of said cor- 
poration, or of any of its agents or servants; and 
in case any recovery shall be had against either of 
said towns or against said city of Roxbury in con- 
sequence of any such carelessness, neglect or mis- 
conduct, or in consequence of any act of said cor- 
poration, or of its agents or servants, said cor- 
poration shall be liable to pay to said towns and 
said city of Roxbury, or either of them, in defence 
of such suit or suits in which such recovery may 
be had; but nothing herein contained shall be 
construed as creatine: any obligation or liability 
on the part of said towns or said city of Rox- 
bury, beyond that which now exists by law. 

Section 7. When any claim for damages shall 
be preferred by any party for laying down, 
renewing or repairing the pipes of said cor- 
poration, as provided for in the third section, said 
damages shall be paid within three months after 
the same shall be fixed and determined; and if 
not so paid, the party entitled to such damages 
shall have the right to take up and remove said 
pipes on his premises; and they shall not be 
relaid till said damages are paid. [Approved 
May 8, 1867. 
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1857 

CHAPTER 304. 
An Act to incorporate the brookline railroad 

COMPANY. 

JBe it enactedj etc., as follows : 

Section 1. William Aspinwall, Charles Wild, 
George F. Homer, Thomas B. Hall, Augustus 
Allen, Augustus Shurtletf, and James Bartlett, 
their associates and successors, are hereby made 
a corporation by the name of the Brookline Rail- 
road Company, with power to construct, maintain 
and use a railway or railways, with convenient 
single or double tracks, upon and over such roads, 
streets or highways in the town of Brookline, 
south or west of a line to be drawn from the stone 
boundary between Brookline and Brighton on 
Harvard street, to the intersection of the easterly 
line of the new highway near the Longwood 
station, now called Elm street, about to be laid 
out by the county commissioners of Norfolk 
County, with the boundary line between Brook- 
line and Roxbury; thence by said easterly line of 
said new highway, to the southeasterly line of the 
Punch Bowl road, so called, belonj^ing to the 
Boston and Roxbury Mill Corporation, as shall 
be, from time to time, fixed and determined by 
vote of the selectmen of said Brookline, and 
assented to, in writing, by the said company, and 
across the Punch Bowl road aforesaid, so as to 
connect the road, street or highway upon one side 
thereof with the road, street or highway upon the 
other side thereof, and upon and over such roads, 
streets or highways in the city of Roxbury, now 
or hereafter laid out, lying between said Brook- 
line and Tremont street, in said Roxbury as shall 
be, from time to time, fixed and determined by 
the mayor and aldermen of said city, and assented 
to in witing, by said company, so as to connect 
the said railway with the railway of any other 
company which may be located upon said 
Tremont street, with the right to enter upon and 
use the track or tracks of such other company, in 
such mode and upon such rates of compensation 
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as may be agreed upon by said companies, or in 
case of disagreement, to be determined by three 
commissioners to be appointed as hereinafter 
provided ; provided^ however^ that said tracks shall 
not be laid upon said Punch Bowl road longi- 
tudinally, nor across the same in more than one 
place; and provided^ also, that said Brookline 
Railroad Company shall not have the power to 
connect its tracks with the tracks of the Western 
Avenue Railroad Company, and upon any such 
connection bein^ made this act shall be void. 

Section 2. And if the road of any other rail- 
road corporation shall have been located and laid 
upon any street or way in the city of Boston or 
the city of Roxbury, then so much of this act as 
authorizes this corporation to lay a track thereon 
shall be inoperative so long as such track shall 
remain upon such street or way; but the mayor 
and aldermen of said city may authorize this 
company to enter upon and use the track or tracks 
of such other corporation, or part thereof, in such 
mode as they may deem expedient, and upon such 
rates of compensation as may be agreed upon by 
said companies, or in case of disagreement, to be 
determined by three commissioners, to be ap- 
pointed by the supreme judicial court, in the same 
manner and with the same powers as are set forth 
in the one hundred and ninety-first chapter of 
the acts of eighteen hundred and forty-five, en- 
titled, "An Act to regulate the use of Railroads." 

Section 3. Said railroad company shall pay to 
said Boston and Roxbury Mill Corporation, during 
the continuance of its toll franchise, such compen- 
sation or tolls for the right hereby given of using 
said roads, estates, bridges or lands of said cor- 
poration, for laying a track or tracks thereon, as 
may be mutually agreed upon ; or if the said cor- 
poration and said company shall be unable to 
agree thereon, three commissioners, appointed as 
aforesaid, shall determine and fix the said rate of 
compensation or tolls; and in case said Mill Cor- 
poration shall refuse or neglect to designate a 
proper location over its said roads, bridges, estates 
or lands, for the acceptance of this company, or 
of any other railroad company having the right 
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to 8uch location, within thirty days after being 
requested to designate the same, the said com- 
missioners shall have power to designate such 
location for the use of this or such other com- 
pany, as well as to fix the amount of compensation 
or tolls aforesaid. 

Section 4 If either party shall be dissatisfied 
with the decision of said commissioners, so far 
as the same shall fix the rate of compensation or 
tolls in the several cases provided for in this act, 
such party may apply for a jury by petition to 
the court of common pleas, at the term then next 
to be holden within and for the county of Nor- 
folk, or to the superior court of the county of 
Sult'olk, at the term then next to be holden, and 
not afterwards; and thereupon, after due notice 
to the other party, such court siiall order a trial 
by jury to be had in the case at the bar of such 
court, in the same manner in which civil causes 
are there tried by the jurors there returned and 
impanneled, and if either party request it, the 
jury shall view the roads, bridg:es, estates or rail- 
roads in question; but the jury shall not revise 
the decision of the commissioners, except so far 
as relates to the rates of compensation or tolls 
aforesaid. 

Section 5. All tracks of such railroad shall be 
laid at such distances from the sidewalks in said 
citv and town, and over such portions of the said 
roads, bridges, estates or lands of said mill cor- 
poration, as the mayor and aldermen of said city 
and selectmen of said town, and directors of cor- 
poration shall respectively, in their votes, fixing 
the routes of said railroad, determine to be for 
the public safety and convenience. Notice to 
the owners of lands and occupants of tenements 
abutting on any public road or streets, on which 
it may be proposed to lay the tracks of said com- 
pany, shall be given by publishing in one or more 
newspapers in the city of Boston and in the county 
of Norfolk, notice from the mayor and aldermen 
of said city and the selectmen of said town, four- 
teen days at least before the location of any such 
railroad tracks. The written assent of said com- 
pany to any vote or votes of said mayor and alder- 
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men, and said selectmen and said directors, pre- 
scribing, from time to time, the routes of said 
railroad, shall be tiled with the respective clerks 
of said city and town and corporation, and shall 
be deemed and taken to be the locations thereof. 
Said railroad company shall have power to fix, 
from time to time, such rates of compensation for 
transporting persons or property, as its officers 
may think expedient; provided^ however^ the rate 
of fare upon said railroad, between any two points 
in the city of Boston, shall never exceed five cents 
for each passage, unless with the assent of the 
mayor and aldermen of said city. Said railroad 
company shall have all the powers and privileges, 
and be subject to all the liabilities and restric- 
tions, set forth in the forty -fourth chapter of the 
Revised Statutes. 

Section 6. If the railroad of this company shall 
be located across any railroad operated by steam, 
upon the same level therewith, the expense of 
constructing and maintaining in repair such 
crossing, shall be borne entirely by the Brookline 
Railroad Company; and the provisions of the 
four hundred and fifty-second chapter of the acts 
passed in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-five, entitled, *'An Act to secure the 
Safety of Passengers at Railroad Crossingrs," shall 
not be construed to applv to the intersection of 
such steam railroad and the railroad of this com- 
pany. 

Section 7. Said tracks shall be operated and 
used by said company with horse-power only, and 
it shall not connect its track with any other rail- 
road on which other power is used. The mayor 
and aldermen of any city, and the selectmen of 
any town, over whose streets or roads said tracks 
shall be laid or maintained, shall respectively have 
power at all times to make such regulations as to 
the rate of speed and mode of use of said tracks 
over the said streets or roads within their respec- 
tive limits as the public safety and convenience 
may require; and shall also have power, at any 
time after the expiration uf one year from the open- 
ing for use of the tracks of said railroad, in 
any road or street in which the same may be 
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located under this act, by a vote to determine as 
to BO much of said track as is located on their 
said respective roads or streets, within the limits 
of their respective cities and towns, that the same 
or any part therof shall be discontinued, and 
thereupon the location shall be, as to such part, 
deemed to be revoked, and the tracks of said rail- 
road thereon shall be forthwith taken up and re- 
moved, in conformity with such vote or orders of 
said mayor and aldermen, or selectmen ; provided^ 
however^ that such taking up and removal shall 
be at the expense of said railroad company. 

Section 8. Said company shall maintain and 
keep in repair such portion of the streets, roads, 
estates and bridges respectively, as shall be oc- 
cupied by their tracks, and shall be liable for any 
loss or injury that any person may sustain, by 
reason of any carelessness, neglect or misconduct 
of its agents and servants, in the construction, 
management or use of said tracks, roads, streets, 
bridges or estates; and in case any recovery shall 
be had against either said city or town, or said mill 
corporation, respectively, by reason of any defect 
or want of repair thereon, said railroad company 
shall be liable to pay to said city or town, or mill 
corporation, respectively, any sums recovered 
against either of them, together with all costs and 
reasonable expenditures incurred by them or 
either of them, in the defence of any suit or suits 
in which recovery shall be had for such defect or 
want of repair, the claim for which sums, costs 
and expenditures, shall constitute a lien upon the 
franchise and railroad tracks of said company, 
until the same shall have been paid by said com- 
pany; and said lien shall not be defeated or im- 
paired by any lease or conveyance of, or contract 
concerning said franchise or railroad track, made 
by said company; and any lease or conveyance of, 
or contract concerning said franchise or railroad 
tracks, shall be subject to the lien of such city or 
town or any claim they or either of them may 
have by reason of any recovery which may be had 
against either of them for such defect or want of 
repair, notwithstanding the suit therefor may be 
brought, or the judgment recovered, after the 
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execution of such lease, conveyance or contract; 
provided the cause of action shall have arisen 
prior to the execution of such lease, conveyance 
or contract; and said railroad company shall not 
encuinl)er any portion of the streets, roads, estates 
or bridges, not occupied by its said railroad 
tracks. 

Section 9. If any person shall wilfully and 
maliciously obstruct said company in the use of 
said road or tracks, or the passing of the cars or 
carriages of said company thereon, such person, 
and all who shall aid or abet therein, shall be 
punished by a tine not exceeding live hundred dol- 
lars, or may be imprisoned in the common jail, for 
a period not exceeding three months. If said com- 
pany, or its agents or servants, shall wilfully and 
maliciously obstruct any highway, or the passing 
of any carriages over the same, said company shall 
be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred 
dollars. 

Section 10. The capital stock of . said company 
shall not exceed three hundred thouvsand dollars, 
and shall be divided into shares of one hundred 
dollars each ; and shares shall not be issued for a 
sum less than one hundred dollars actually paid 
in. 

Section 11. Said company shall have power to 
purchase and hold such real estate within said 
cities or towns through which said railroad 
passes, or either of them, as may be convenient or 
necessary for the purpose and management of 
said road. 

Section 12. The cities and tocvns, on whose 
streets and roadts said railroad shall run, may at 
any time during the continuance of the charter of 
said company and after ten years from the opening 
of any part of said road for use, purchase of said 
company all the franchise, property, rights and 
furniture of said company, by paying said com- 
pany therefor such a sum as will reimburse to 
each person who may then be a stockholder 
thereof, the par value of his stock, together with 
a neb profit of ten per cent ner year from the time 
of the transfer of said stock to him on the books of 
the corporation, deducting the dividends received 
by the said stockholders thereon. 
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Section 13. The said road shall be constructed 
and maintained in such form and manner, and 
upon such grade, and with such srauge as the 
mayor and aldermen of said city, and the select- 
men of said town, and the directors of said mill 
corporation, respectively, may in their votes tixing 
and determining the routes thereof as aforesaid 
prescribe and direct; and whenever in the judg- 
ment of said railroad company it shall be necessary 
to widen or alter the grade of any street or way 
so occupied by it, such widening or alteration may 
be made at the sole expense of said company ;pro- 
vided the same shall be assented to by tne mayor 
and aldermen of the city, the selectmen of the 
town and the directors of the corporation to which 
such street or way may belong. 

Section 14. Nothing in this act shall be con- 
strued to prevent the city authorities, county 
authorities, town authorities, or said mill corpor- 
ation, from cjjtering upon and taking up any of 
their streets, roads, ways or bridges, traversed by 
said railroad, for any purpose for which they may 
now lawfully take up the same, or from laying 
out and constructing ways across said railroad, 
upon cbe same level therewith, as well as above 
or under the same. 

Section 15. This act shall be void so far as it 
relates to the right to construct said road in the 
streets or ways belonging to any city or town, 
unless the same shall be accepted by the city 
council of such city, or the inhabitants of such 
town in town meeting, respectively, and unless 
the same shall be accepted by said company, and 
ten per cent of the capital stock thereof, as fixed 
by the vote of said company shall be paid in, 
within two years from the passHge of this act. 

Section 16. The said company shall be deemed 
a railroad corporation so far as to be subject to 
make such annual returns to the legislature as 
are or may be prescribed by law, and also so far 
as to be subject to all existing provisions of law 
for the assessment and payment of damages, for 
the land outside of the streets, roads, ways or 
bridg:es taken by them or their track, but not to 
the other general provisions of law m relation to 
railroad corporations. 
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Section 17. The existence of said company la 
herebv limited to the period of fifty years from 
the passage of this act ; provided^ neverthdsss, that 
the legislature may at any time repeal this act, or 
limit, restrict or annul any powers herein granted. 

Section 18. The Brookline Railroad Company 
may make such contract with the West Roxbuiy 
Railroad Company as may be deemed expedient 
in regard to the construction of and running cars 
upon so much of the track of said West Roxbury 
Railroad Company as said company is or shall 
be authorized to lay upon Tremont street in the 
city of Roxbury and city of Boston; and the 
Brookline Railroad Company is hereby authorized 
to subscribe to and hold shares in the capital 
stock of said West Roxbury Railroad Company, to 
an amount not exceeding twenty-five thousand 
dollars. And the Brookline Railroad Company 
shall have the same rights and privileges, and 
shall be subject to the same duties, liabilities and 
restrictions, in regard to connecting its tracks 
with the tracks of the Metropolitan Railroad Com- 
pany and of the West Roxbury Railroad Company, 
and running: cars thereon, as said West Roxbury 
Railroad Company may have and be subjected to 
towards the Metropolitan Railroad Company. 

Section 19. This corporation may contract 
with the commissioners on the Back Bay, or with 
other parties, to fill up the lands and flats of the 
Commonwealth, or of such other parties; and if 
the said commissioners shall contract as afore- 
said with said corporation, they may confer upon 
said corporation the rig:hts and powers which they 
are authorized to confer by the first clause of 
the second resolve of the sixtieth chapter of the 
resolves passed in the year one thousand ei^ht 
hundred and fifty-five, entitled ** Resolves in 
favor of giving additional powers to the Commis- 
sioners on Boston Harbor and Back Bay," and in 
such case, any party suffering: damage by any- 
thing done in pursuance of the exercise by said 
corporation of the rights or powers aforesaid, 
may recover the same of said corporation instead 
of the Commonwealth, in the manner provided in 
the fifth of said resolves. 
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Section 20. This act shall take effect from and 
after its passage. [Approved May SO^ 1857. 

[This act was accepted by the town, March 22, 
1868.] 

1859 

CHAPTER 25. 

An Act to amend "An Act to authorize cities 
and towns to establish and maintain public 
libraries." 

JBe it enacted^ etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The thrcQ hundred and fifth 
chapter of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and fifty-one, is so amended as to allow any city 
or town to appropriate annually, for the mainten- 
ance and increase of a public library within the 
same, a sum not exceeding fifty cents for each of 
its ratable polls in the year next preceding that 
in which such appropriation shall be made. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect from and 
after its passage. [Approved Febrvxiry 11^ 1869. 

[This act was accepted by the town, March 28, 
1859J. 

1859 

CHAPTER 36. 

An Act concerning the brookline railroad 

company. 

Se it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The three hundred and fourth 
chapter of the acts passed in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-seven, entitled, **An 
Act to incorporate the Brookline Railroad Com- 
pany," is hereby amended, by striking out from 
the tenth section thereof the words **one hun- 
dred" in the two places where they occur, and in- 
serting instead the word **fifty." 

Section 2. The Brookline Railroad Company 
is hereby authorized to lease or sell its franchise, 
rights and property, to the Metropolitan Railroad 
Company, upon such terms as may be agreed 
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upon between said companies; and if the Brook- 
line Kailroad Company shall sell and transfer its 
franchise, rights and property, as aforesaid, the 
Metropolitan Railroad Company shall acquire and 
possess, in addition to its own rights, powers, 
privileges and capital, all the rights, powers, privi- 
leges and capital conferred upon the Brookline 
Railroad Company by its act of incorporation ; and 
upon the complete execution of such sale and trans- 
fer, the Brookline Railroad Company shall ceape to 
exist as a distinct corporation, to the same extent 
and with like elfect, as if its charter had expired 
by limitation. 

Section 3. This act shall be void, unless as- 
sented to by the mayor and aldermen of the city 
of Roxbury, and the selectmen of the town of 
Brookline. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect on and 
after its passage. [Approved February 17^ 1859. 

1§59 

CHAPTER 58. 
An Act to incoeporate the brookline hotel 

COMPANY. 

£e it enacted^ etc, as follows : 

Section 1. Charles Wild, William Aspinwall, 
George F. Homer and Nathaniel Harris, their 
associates and successors, are hereby made a cor- 
poration by the name of the Brookline Hotel Com- 
pany, for the purpose of erecting a hotel in the 
town of Brookline and maintaining such public 
house, and the building s and improvements con- 
nected therewith ; and also for the purpose of pro- 
viding lodging-houses in said town of Brookline, 
at moderate rates of payment for accommodation 
therein; and for these purposes shall have ail 
the powers and privileges, and be subject to all the 
duties, liabilities and restrictions, set forth in 
the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes; 
provided, however, that said corporation shall not 
carry on the business of hotel-keeping, or be in 
any way interested in such business. 
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Section 2. The whole amount of real and 
personal estate or capital stock which said corpor- 
ation may hold for the pui;poses aforesaid, shall 
not exceed two hundred thousand dollars. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect from and 
after its passage. [Approved February 23^ 1859, 

1§59 

CHAPTER 222. 

An Act in further addition to " An Act for 
supplying thk city of boston with pure 

WATER. * 

I^e it enacted^ etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The city of Boston is hereby 
authorized, by and through the agency of the 
Cochituate Water Board, therein, to construct an 
aqueduct, or to lay a new main pipe, from its 
reservoir in the town of Brookline, through the 
said town and the city of Roxbury, to the said 
city of Boston, and to continue the same into and 
through the said city of Boston, in the manner 
provided in the act to which this is in addition; 
and for this purpose may take and hold, by pur- 
chase or oth( r wise, any lands or real estate neces- 
sary therefor; provided, all lands so taken and 
held, or that are now held by virtue of any for- 
mer act, shall be liable to taxation; and may 
construct said aqueduct, or lay said pipe, over or 
under any water course, or any streets, turnpike 
roads, railroads, highways, or other ways, in such 
manner as not to obstruct or impede the travel 
thereon ; and may enter upon and dig up any such 
roads, streets or ways, for the purpose of con- 
structing such aqueduct, or laying down said 
pipe beneath the surface thereof, and for main- 
taining and repairing the same; but always in 
such manner and with such care as not to render 
the roads, streets, or ways, unsafe or unneces- 
sarily inconvenient to the public travel thereon ; 
provided, however, that the said city of Boston 
shall be subject to all regulations which the 
mayor and aldermen of the city of Roxbury and 
the selectmen of the town of Brookline may pre- 
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scribe as to time, place and manner of digging up 
any streets or ways of public travel, for the pur- 
pose aforesaid, within their respective limits; 
and provided^ also, that said city of Boston shall 
not construct an aqueduct or lay a pipe in any 
street or way in the city of Roxbury or town of 
Brookline, in such places or in such manner, as 
shall, in the opinion of the mayor and aldermen 
of the city of Roxbury, or the selectmen of the 
town of Brookline. at any time prevent, or inter- 
fere vnth, the construction of culverts, sewers 
and drains in such street or way. 

Section 2. Whenever the said city of Boston 
shall dig up any street or way as aforesaid, it shall 
restore the same to as good order and condition as 
the same shall be in when such digging shall be 
commenced ; and the said city of Boston shall at all 
times indemnify and save harmless the said city 
of Roxbury, and the said town of Brookline, 
against all damages which may be recovered 
against them, respectively, and shall reimburse 
to them, respectively, all expenses which they 
shall incur by reason of any defect or want of re- 
pair in any street or way, caused by the con- 
struction of said aqueduct, or the laying of said 
pipe, or by the maintaining or repairing of the 
same. 

Section 3. The said city of Boston shall be 
liable to pay all damages that shall be sustained 
by any persons in their property, by the taking of 
any land or real estate, or the constructing of 
said aqueduct, or the laying uf said pipe, as afore- 
said; and any person sustaining damage, as afore- 
said, mfiy have the same ascertained, determined, 
collected and paid, in the manner which is pro- 
vided in the sixth, seventh, and eighth sections 
of the act to which this is in addition. 

Section 4. The city of Roxbury and the town 
of Brookline may require the city of Boston, 
while constructing said aqueduct or laying down 
said pipe, to insert therein a number of hydrants, 
not exceeding six in said Roxbury and four in said 
Brookline, to be used for the purpose of extin- 
guishing fires, and for no other purpose; and the 
said city of Roxbury and town of Brookline shall 
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pay the expenses of keeping in repair all such 
hydrants as shall be so inserted upon their respec- 
tive requisitions, after the sc;me shall have been 
constructed. 

Section 6. This act shall not take effect until 
the same shall have been accepted by the city 
council of the city of Boston. [Approved April 
6, 1859. 

1§60 

GENERAL STATUTES, CHAP. 45. 

Section 7. In cities in which the city council, 
and towns in which the inhabitants, have adopted 
the provisions of this and the followins: section, 
the mayor and aldermen or selectmen may estab- 
lish and grade sidewalks in such streets as in their 
judgment the public convenience may require, 
and may assess the abutters on such sidewalks 
one-half the expense of the same, the residue be- 
ing paid by such city or town. All assessments 
so made shall be a lien upon the abutting lands in 
the same manner as taxes are a lien upon real 
estate. 

Section 8. No sidewalk constructed or graded 
in a city or town shall be dug up or obstructed in 
any part thereof, without the consent of the 
mayor and aldermen of the city, or of the select- 
men of the town, in which such sidewalk is 
established. 

[Above sections of this act adopted by the town, 
March 22, 1869.] 

i§oo 

GENERAL STATUTES, CHAP. 48. 

Section 3. In any city or town in which 
chapter one hundred and fifteen of the statutes 
of eighteen hundred and forty-one has been 
accepted according to the provisions of that act, 
and in any city in which this and the three fol- 
lowing sections of this chapter have been accepted 
by the city council, and in any town in which the 
same have been accepted by the legal voters at a 
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meeting called for that purpose, the mayor and 
aldermen of the city and the selectmen of the 
town may lay, make, maintain and repair, all 
main drains or common sewers; and all the main 
drains or common sewers shall be the property of 
such city or town. 

Section 4. Every person who enters his parti- 
cular drain into such maiu drain or common sewer, 
or who, by more remote means, receives benefit 
thereby for draining his cellar or land, shall j>&j 
to the city or town a proportional part of the charge 
of making and repairing the same, to be ascer- 
tained, assessed and certified by the mayor and 
aldermen or selectmen, and notice thereof shall be 
given to the party to be charged, or his tenant or 
lessee. 

Section 5. Assessments so made shall consti- 
tute a lien on the real estates assessed for one 
year after they are laid, and may, together with 
incidental costs and expenses, be levied by sale 
thereof if the assessment is not paid within three 
months after a written demand for payment, 
made either upon the person assessed or upon any 
person occupying the estate; such sale to be 
conducted in like manner as sales for the non-pay- 
ment of taxes. 

Section 6. Any person aggrieved by such 
assessment may, at any time within three months 
fyom receiving notice thereof, apply for a jury. 
Such application shall be made in like manner, 
and the proceedings thereon shall be tne same as 
in case of lands taken for laying out of highways; 
provided, that before making his application the 
party shall give one month's notice in writing to 
the selectmen or mayor and aldermen of his inten- 
tion so to apply, and shall therein particularly 
specify his objections to the assessment made by 
them ; to which specification he shall be confined 
upon the hearing by the jury. 

[Above sections of this act accepted by the town, 
April 4, 1866.] 
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I§6I 

ACTS OF 1861, CHAP. 201. 

Tolls on Mill-Dam. 

Section 2. The commissioners on public lands 
are hereby authorized to make such arrangements 
with the Boston and Roxbury Mill Corporation, 
and with any cities and towns or other corpora- 
tions or parties interested, respecting a contin- 
unnce of the tolls on the Mill-dam, and the roads 
and bridges connected therewith, the fee of 
which vested in the Commonwealth by its inden- 
ture with the Boston and Roxbury Mill Corpora- 
tion, hereinafter mentioned, and more particularly 
specified in a further indenture with the said 
Boston and Roxbury Mill Corporation, executed 
on the thirtieth day of December, in the year 
eighteen hundred and fifty -six, and in regard to 
any rights and easements therein, and in regard 
to the acceptance of the same as highways by said 
cities and towns, as they may deem suitable and 
proper, and shall have authority to execute all 
necessary instruments to carry such arrangements 
into effect, subject to the approval of the governor 
and council; and out of any income derived from 
such tolls, they shall keep in suitable repair, the 
Mill-dam, cross dam and roads and bridges, con- 
nected therewith, whenever said dams, roads and 
bridges, shall come into the power and control of 
the Commonwealth by virtue of the indenture 
between the Commonwealth and the Boston and 
Roxbury Mill Corporation, made and concluded 
the ninth day of June, in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-four, or otherwise; and any sur- 
plus, not required for such repairs, shall be paid 
into the treasury of the Commonwealth, to be 
kept as a separate fund for the same purposes; 
provided, that such tolls shall cease, whenever the 
said Ways and bridges are accepted and duly laid 
out as ihighways, by the proper authorities and 
not sooner. [Approved April 11^ 1861, 
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I §61 

CHAPTER 205. 
An Act to incorporate the brookline water 

COMPANY. 

£e it enacted, etc, as follows : 

Section 1. Theophilus P. Chandler, William 
I. Bowditch, William H. Hill, their associaites and 
successors, are hereby made a corporation under 
the name of the Brookline Water Company, for 
the purpose of furnishing the inhabitants of 
Brookline with good water; with all the powers 
and privileges, and subject to all the duties, re- 
strictions and liabilities, set forth in the sixty- 
eighth chapter of the General Statutes. 

Section 2. The capital stock of the said com- 
pany shall be fifty thousand dollars, with the 
right at any time to increase it to one hundred 
thousand dollars by a vote of a majority of the 
shares ; and the stock shall be divided into shares 
of one hundred dollars each. 

Section 3. The said company may purchase 
land and water-rights necessary for its objects, 
and pay therefor wholly or in par4; in the shares of 
the company at par. 

Section 4. The said company may purchase, 
take and hold the land lying east and south of 
Pond avenue, including Willow Pond and Spring 
Pond, which lie partly in Brookline and partly in 
West Roxbury, and sufficient land below Willow 
Pond and adjoining it to make another large 
pond in an economical manner ; and also as much 
land around the said ponds and the said contem- 
plated pond, as may be necessary for the preserva- 
tion of the purity of the same, but not exceeding 
five rods in width ; but the said Brookline Water 
Company shall not take any land within one 
hunted feet of the land purchased by the 
Aqueduct Corporation of Giles Alexander, and 
may purchase and hold a lot of land on Summit 
street in the said Brookline whereon to erect 
reservoirs, with the right to lay underground 
pipes thereto. The said company shall, within 
sixty days from the time of taking any such land, 
file in the office of the register of deeds in the 
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county of Norfolk, a description of the lands so 
taken, and state the purpose for which it is taken. 

Section 6. The said company may raise or 
pump the water from any and all the said ponds 
into reservoirs on Summit street : and may, under 
the direction of the selectmen of Brookline, lay 
and maintain underground pipes through any of 
the streets and lanes of the said town, and through 
ally private, corporate, or public grounds, when 
necessary, for the purpose of conveying the water 
from such reservoirs to the citizens of the said 
town who desire to receive and pay for it. 

Section 6. All damage sustained by taking 
land, or otherwise, may be ascertained, deter- 
mined and recovered in the manner provided by 
law in case of land taken for highways. But no 
proceedings shall be commenced after the lapse of 
one year after the damage occurred. 

Section 7. The town of Brookline shall be 
allowed the privilege of inserting ten hydrants 
into the main pipes of the company at such points 
as the selectmen may indicate, with the right of 
using the water for the purpose of extinguishing 
fire and for jQlling public reservoirs, but for no 
other purpose. 

Section 8. Nothing in this act contained shall 
be so construed as to interfere with the chartered 
rights of the Jamaica Pond Aqueduct Corpora- 
tion, or to give authority to the said Brookline 
Water Company to take any lands, ponds, springs, 
waters, streams, easements, franchises, rights or 
privileges belonging to the said Jamaica Pond 
Aqueduct Corporation, incorporated May eighth, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven. 

Section 9. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved April 11, 1861, 

1862 

CHAPTER 211. 

An Act to amend " An Act to incorporate 
the brookline water company." 

J3e it enacted, etc., as follows : 

The eighth section of the act to incorporate the 
Brookline Water Company, being chapter two 
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hundred and five of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and sixty-one, is hereby repealed. 
[Approved April 30^ 1862. 

1§66 

CHAPTER 184. 
An Act concerning the public library of the 

TOWN OF brookline. 

Be it enacted^ etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The inhabitants of the town of 
Brookline are hereby authorized to make appro- 
priations for the erection of a suitable library 
building and the purchase of land therefor. 

Section 2. The inhabitants of said town are 
authorized to appropriate for the maintenance 
and increase of the public library of said town, a 
sum not exceeding two thousand dollars in each 
year. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect on and 
after its acceptance by said town at any legal 
meeting called for that purpose within two months 
from the passage of this act, at which the votes 
upon the acceptance or rejection shall be by bal- 
lot. [Approved April 26, 1866. 

[This act not brought before the town for 
acceptance.] 

1§66 

CHAPTER 240. 

An Act to incorporate the brookline and 
back bay street railway company. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. Augustus Shurtleff, George B. 
Blake, and Charles IT. Cotting, their associates 
and successors, are hereby made a corporation by 
the name of the Brookline and Back Bay Street 
Railway Company, with all the privileges and 
subject to all the duties, liabilities and require- 
ments set forth in all the general laws which now 
are or may hereafter be in force, relative to street 
railway corporations. 
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Section 2. Sai(f company may construct, 
maintain and u»e a street railroad with single or 
double tracks, with convenient and suitable turn- 
outs, from Park square in the city of Boston, 
through Providence to Berkeley street, then 
through Berkeley street in said Boston to Boyls- 
ton street, then through and over Boylston street 
in the cities of Boston and Roxbury and town of 
Brookline as said street is shown on a ** plan of 
lands in the back bay, as laid out and recom- 
mended by the back bay commissioners," said 
plan bearing date December thirty-first, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-one, then through Colchester 
street, Kent street, Longwood avenue and Har- 
vard street to the intersection of Harvard 
and Beacon streets in said Brookline; provided^ 
however, that nothing herein contained shall 
authorize the laying of the tracks of said railroad 
across the tracks of the Boston and Worcester 
Railroad at a level therewith, but that it shall 
pass over the same on a substantial bridge to be ' 
erected and maintained without any expense or 
damage to the Boston and Worcester Railroad Cor- 
poration. 

Section 3. In the location of said tracks over 
and upon such of the aforesaid streets as belong 
to the Commonwealth in the back bay, the same 
shall be laid in such manner, and at such grade, 
as the commissioners on public lands shall deter- 
mine ; and when such streets are accepted by the 
municipal or other authorities as public highways, 
the said tracks shall be subject to the same muni- 
cipal control as the tracks of other street rail- 
ways. 

Section 4. The commissioners on public lands 
may authorize said corporation to lay and main- 
tain a track through Clarendon street, between 
the southerly line of Beacon street and Boylston 
street, upon such terms and conditions as may be 
mutually agreed upon, subject to the approval of 
the governor and council. 

Section 5. The capital stock of said Brookline 
and Back Bay Street Railway Company shall not 
exceed three hundred thousand dollars. 
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Section 6. Nothing in this act shall deprive 
the municipal authorities of the city of Boston 
and town of Brookline of any powers given under 
the General Statutes regulating street railroads. 

Section 7. This act shall become void unless 
the road is constructed within three years from 
its passage. [Approved May 15^ 1866. 

1867 

CHAPTER 71. 

An Act concerning drains and sewers in the 

town of brookline. 

Be it enacted^ etc.^ as follows : 

Section 1. The selectmen of the town of 
Brookline may lay, make and maintain, in the 
said town, all such main drains or common sewers, 
through the lands of any persons or corporations, 
as they shall adjudge to be necessary for the pub- 
lic convenience or the public health, and may re- 
pair all such main drains or common sewers, 
from time to time, whenever repairs thereof may 
be necessary. The said town and the inhabitants 
thereof shall have the same rights, and be subject 
to the same liabilities, as if the same had been 
laid, made and maintained, under the provisions 
of the forty-eighth chapter of the General Statutes, 
except as hereinafter provided. 

Section 2. The said selectmen, for the purpose 
of sewerage, may divert the water of either of the 
brooks having an outlet in Muddy River, within 
said town, or any portion thereof, from their 
present course, at any convenient point within 
said town, and conduct the same into any main 
drain or common sewer of said town, as now 
existing, or hereafter to be constructed, or may 
provide a new channel, culvert or outlet therefor 
to tide-water. 

Section 3. When any lands or real estate 
shall be taken, or water diverted, by virtue of this 
act, the proceedings shall be the same in all 
respects as in the laying out of town ways ; and 
all persons or corporations suffering damage in 
their property by reason of the laying, making or 
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maintaining of any main drain or common sewer, 
or by the diverting of any water, as aforesaid, 
shall have the same rights and remedies for the 
ascertainment and recovery of the amount of such 
damages as in the case of the laying out of town 
ways. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon 
its passage. [Approved 3Iarch 16^ 1867, 

1§68 

CHAPTER 6. 

An Act to incorporate the brookline Hiber- 
nian ASSOCIATION. 

J^e it enacted^ etc.^ (ts follows : 

Section 1. Philip Duffy, Michael C. Hennes- 
sey, William I. Curry, Michael DriscoU, James 
Cusick, Nicholas Fitzgerald, their associates and 
successors, are hereby made a corporation by the 
name of the Brookline Hibernian Association, for 
the purpose of affording assistance to the mem- 
bers of said society and their families in case of 
sickness and death, and of raising and holding a 
fund for said purpose. 

Section 2. The said corporation may hold real 
and personal estate to an amount not exceeding 
twenty-live thousand dollars, and shall have all 
the powers and privileges and be subject to all the 
duties, liabilities and restrictions set forth in the 
sixty-eighth chapter of the General Statutes. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved February 7, 1868. 

1868 

CHAPTER 152. 

An Act extending the time for the construc- 
tion OF the brookline and back bay street 

RAILWAY COMPANY, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

JSe it enacted^ etc.^ as follows : 

Section 1. The charter of the Brookline and 
Back Bay Street Railway Company is hereby con- 
tinued in force, and shall not become void; pro- 
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vided any Dart of the track authorized to be con- 
structed by said corporation shall be constructed 
within three years from the date of the passage 
of said charter ; and provided the remainder of the 
track shall be constructed within two years from 
the passage of this act. 

Section 2. The said corporation may contract 
with any existing horse-railroad corporation to 
run and operate so much of its railroad as lies in 
Providence street and Berkeley street and in 
Boylston street east of the west line of Clarendon 
street, and in streets north of Boylston street in 
the city of Boston, and may transfer to such cor- 
poration so much of its franchise, rights, tracks 
and other corporate property and interests as may 
be needful to give full effect to such contract or 
transfer; and such corporation shall thereafter 
have, as to the part so transferred, all the rights 
and privileges, and be subject to all the duties and 
liabilities in regard thereto, which it would have 
had if such franchises and rights had been 
originally granted to such corporation. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved April 29^ 1868. 

J86§ 

CHAPTER 291. 
An Act coNCERNiNa the mill-dam road and the 

ROADS connected THEREWITH BELONGING TO 
THE COMMONWEALTH. 

JBe it enacted^ etc.^ as follows : 

Section 1. The city of Boston and the towns 
of Brookline, Brighton and Watertown are hereby 
authorized, within one year from the passage of 
this act, to lay out and accept as highways, so 
much of the Mill-dam road and the roads and 
bridges heretofore connected therewith in toll 
franchise, excepting the road known as the Cross- 
dam, as lies within the respective limits of the 
said city and towns ; the said road being tne same 
which was conveyed to the said Commonwealth 
by the Boston and Roxbury Mill Corporation by 
indenture dated the ninth day of June, in the 
year eighteen hundred and fifty-four, and also by 
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indenture dated the thirtieth day of December, in 
the year eighteen hundred and fifty-six. The 
said highways and the said Watertown turnpike 
may be laid out of the same width as they were 
originally laid out; and the said towns and city 
shall not be liable in so doing for any land dam- 
ages to any owner or abutter on said ways or 
turnpike; and upon such laying out and accep- 
tance of the same, all tolls thereon shall be dis- 
continued, and the property of the Commonwealth 
therein, excepting said cross-dam, shall become 
vested, severally, in the city and towns aforesaid. 

Section 2. Upon such laying out and accep- 
tance of said roads and bridges as aforesaid, the 
said city and towns shall severally be liable for 
damages which may be incurred by reason of any 
defect in the same within their respective limits, 
in the same manner and to the same extent as 
cities and towns are now liable, by law, for 
defects in townways ; and the town of Watertown 
shall also assume the charge and maintenance of 
that portion of the Watertown turnpike lying with- 
in the territory heretofore ceded to the United 
States, and shall be liable in the same manner 
and to the same extent aforesaid, for any defects 
therein, except as far as they may be controlled 
or prevented by the authority of the United 
States; and the bridge over -Charles River shall 
be maintained with a suflBcient draw therein for 
the convenient passage of vessels, and a suitable 
draw-tender be provided therefor, by and at the 
expense of said towns of Watertown and 
Brighton. 

Section 3. Whenever the governor shall be 
satisfied that the aforesaid roads and bridges have 
been laid out and accepted as townways or high- 
ways as aforesaid, there shall be paid to the towns 
of Watertown, Briffhton and Brookline, the sum 
of fifty thousand dollars, to be divided as follows, 
to wit : to the town of Watertown, twenty thousand 
dollars ; to the town of Brighton, fifteen thousand 
dollars; to the town of Brookline, fifteen thou- 
sand dollars. 

If the amount of tolls paid into the treasury of 
the Commonwealth under the provisions of the 
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second section of chapter two hundred and one of 
the acts of the year one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-one, shall not amount to the sum of fifty 
thousand dollars at the time said roads and 
bridges are laid out and accepted by said towns as 
aforesaid, then the full amount of the tolls so paid 
into the treasury shall be paid to said towns in the 
proportion aforesaid; and the tolls so received 
into the treasury from said roads, not exceeding 
the amount of fifty thousand dollars, are hereby 
appropriated for the purpose aforesaid. 

Section 4. If the city of Boston shall not lay 
out and accept the portion of said road within its 
limits, exceptmg said cross-dam, within one year 
from the passage of this act, or within six months 
after the towns of Watertown, Brighton and 
Brookl'ne have laid out and accepted the portions 
within their respective limits, then said roads so 
lying and being within the limits of the city of 
Boston, shall be and become a public highway 
to all intents and purposes whatsoever, and the 
said city shall be liable therefor in the same 
manner and to the same extent as if the same 
had been laid out and accepted by said city 
according to the provisions of the first section of 
this act. 

Section 5. Nothing in this act contained shall 
affect the rights or duties of any railroad corpora- 
tion having tracks upon said road : but the town- 
ways and highways which may be located under 
the provisions hereof, may cross such railroad 
tracks at grade wherever grade crossings now 
exist thereon. 

Section 6. This act shall take eft'ect upon its 
passage. [Approved June Jf^ 1868. 

[At a special meeting of the inhabitants of 
the town of Brookline, held on the nineteenth 
day of November, 1868, it was *' Voted, That the 
town accepts the provisions of Chapter 291, of the 
Acts of the year 1868, so far as they are applic- 
able to the town of Brookline, and the Town 
Treasurer is fully authorized to receive any money 
due or belonging to the town from the Common- 
wealth, and to receipt therefor." 
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1§69 

CHAPTER 161. 

An Act concerning the Cambridge and brook- 
line BRIDGE. 

J^e it enacted^ etc.^ as follows : 

Section 1. The structure known as the Cam- 
bridge and Brookline Bridge, authorized by- 
chapter two hundred and thirty -one of the acts of 
the year eighteen hundred and fifty, is hereby 
laid out as, and shall become a public highway 
upon the acceptance of the report of the commis- 
sioners appointed by the supreme judicial court, 
as provided in this act, and judgment thereon; 
and no tolls shall be demanded or received for pass- 
ing thereon on and after that date. 

Section 2. The supreme judicial court in term 
time, or any justice thereof in vacation, shall, 
upon the application of any person interested, 
and in either of the counties of Suffolk, Norfolk 
or Middlesex, and after notice to the town of 
Brookline, to the city of Cambridge, and to said 
counties, appoint a board of three commissioners. 
It shall be the duty of said commissioners, after 
having been sworn to the faithful and impartial 
discharge thereof, and after such reasonable notice 
as they shall prescribe, and fully hearing the 
parties, to assess the amount to be paid as 
damages to any person or corporation, if any, by 
reason of laying out of said high way. 

Section 3. The damages adjudged to such 
persons or corporations in pursuance of this act, 
and the expense of executing this act, shall be paid 
to the parties entitled thereto, by the said 
counties, or by such of then\, or by such cities or 
towns therein, as the said commissioners shall 
determine, taking into view the uses made of said 
bridge and the condition thereof. 

Section 4. The said commissioners are here- 
by further empowered to make such orders, 
directions and provisions as to them shall seem 
expedient for the future maintenance and rebuild- 
ing of said bridge, and for operating the draw 
therein, and to order that the expense thereof 
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shall be paid and borne by said counties, cities, 
or towns, any or all of them, as to the said com- 
missioners shall seem expedient and just, taking 
into view the uses of said bridge and the condi- 
tion thereof. 

Section 5. The said commissioners shall make 
report in writing to the supreme judicial court 
within and for the county in which their appoint- 
ment is made, of their doings and adjudications 
hereunder, and upon the same being accepted by 
said court, shall be final and binding upon all 
parties. Upon the acceptance of their report, 
they shall file copies thereof with the clerks of 
the county commissioners for the said counties, 
including the city clerk of the city of Boston, 
whose duty it shall be to record the same as a 
final adjudication under this act, and thereupon 
the same shall stand, be acted upon and carried 
into effect in like manner as an adjudication of 
the respective county commissioners; provided^ 
however^ that as regards the amount of damages 
awarded to any person or corporation^ he or they 
shall have a right to appeal to a jury in the same 
manner as is provided by law in the laying out of 
highways, except that the right shall be claimed 
in the supreme judicial court, and the recogniz- 
ances for costs shall be taken in said court, and 
the warrant for the jury shall issue from said 
court, and the report and verdict shall be returned 
therein ; and said right of appeal to a jury shall 
be claimed within thirty days from the return of 
said award and report of said commissioners ; and 
all matters and things provided in this act to be 
done by or in the supreme judicial court, may be 
done by any justice of said court or his order, 
as well in vacation as in term time. The damages 
and costs upon such appeal, and also the expense 
of executing this act (to be taxed by said com- 
missioners, subject to the approval of said court), 
shall be paid by the same counties, cities and 
towns, and in the same proportion as was pre- 
scribed by the commissioners in pursuance of 
section three of this act. 

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon 
its passage. [Approved April 13, 1869. 
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1869 

CHAPTER 165. 

An Act authorizing the metropolitan rail- 
road COMPANY TO EXTEND ITS RAILROAD TO 
BROOKLINE OVER THE BACK BAY LANDS. 

£e it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The Metropolitan Railroad Com- 
pany is hereby authorized to lay and maintain 
railroad tracks in any street belonging to the 
Commonwealth in the city of Boston, upon such 
terms and conditions as may be determined by 
the commissioners of public lands, with the 
assent of the governor and council, and the board 
of aldermen of the city of Boston ; and also in any 
private street or ways now or hereafter to be laid 
out on the routes convenient for the extension 
hereby granted, with the consent of the board of 
aldermen of the city of Boston and the owners of 
said private streets or ways ; and in any streets 
or ways in the town of Brookline in which loca- 
tions may from time to time be granted to it by 
the selectmen of said town ; provided, that nothing 
herein contained shall authorize the laying of 
said railroad tracks across the tracks of the Bos- 
ton and Albany Railroad at a level therewith. 

Section 2. The contract made between the 
Metropolitan Railroad Company and Back Bay 
Street Railway Company, dated September 
fifteenth, eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, is 
hereby confirmed; and all conveyances of the 
franchises and rights of said Brookline and Back 
Bay Street Railway Company to said Metropoli- 
tan Railroad Company are hereby confirmed; and 
said Metropolitan Railroad Company shall have 
all the rights and privileges, and be subject to 
all the duties and liabilities in regard thereto 
which would have existed if such franchises and 
rights had been originally granted to it. 

Section .3 The authority granted by the first 
section of this act shall be void as to any street 
or way therein named in which said railroad 
tracks are not laid within three years from the 
passage of this act. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved April IS, 1869. 
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1§T0 

CHAPTER 374. 

An Act to annex a portion of the town of 
brookline to the city of boston. 

3e it enacted^ etc., as follows : 

Section 1.. That part of the town of Brook- 
line contained within the line described as fol- 
lows: beginning at a point in the centre of 
the channel of Charles river on the boundary line 
between the town of Brookline and the city of 
Cambridge, where the westerly line of St. Mary's 
street, in the town of Brookline, extended in a 
northerly direction, would intersect the said 
boundary line; thence running southwardly by 
the westerly line of St. Mary's street extended to 
the southerly line of Brighton avenue; thence 
continuing in the same direction by the westerly 
line of St. Mary's street, to the northerly line of 
Ivy street; thence turning a little and running 
southeasterly by the southwesterly line of St. 
Mary's street, and by the continuation of the 
same to the present boundary line between Bos- 
ton and Brookline in the centre of the channel 
of Muddy river; thence easterly following said 
boundary line to the present boundary line in the 
centre of the channel of Charles river j thence by 
the centre of said channel of Charles river to the 
point of beginning, — with all the inhabitants and 
estates therein, is hereby set off from the town of 
Brookline and annexed to the city of Boston, and 
shall constitute a part of the sixth ward thereof, 
until a new division of wards shall be made ; and 
such territory so annexed shall form part of the 
county of Suffolk; provided, that the said terri- 
tory and the inhabitants thereon, set off as afore- 
said, shall be holden to pay all such taxes as are 
already assessed or ordered to be assessed by said 
town of Brookline for the present year, in the 
same manner as if this act had not been passed; 
and provided, further, that all paupers who have 
gained a settlement in said town of Brookilne, by 
a settlement gained or derived within said terri- 
tory, shall \ye relieved or supported by said city 



y 



y' 



78 Acts and Laws Relating to Brookline. 

of Boston, in the same manner as if they had a 
legal settlement in said city of Boston. 

Section 2. The said inhabitants hereby set 
off to the city of Boston shall continue to be a 
part of Brookline for the purpose of electing state 
officers and members of the executive council, 
senators and representatives to the general court, 
representatives to congress, and electors of presi- 
dent and vice-president of the United States, 
until the next decennial census shall be taken, 
or until another apportionment shall be made; 
and it shall be the duty of the board of alder- 
men of said city of Boston to make a true list 
of the persons residing on the territory hereby 
annexed to said city, qualified to vote at such 
elections, and post up the same in said ter- 
ritory, and correct the same as required by law, 
and deliver the same to the selectmen of said 
town of Brookline, seven days at least before any 
such election : and the same shall be taken and 
used by the selectmen of Brookline for such elec- 
tion, in the same manner as if it had been pre- 
pared by themselves. 

Section 3. This act shall not be construed to 
divest or deprive the town of Brookline of any 
legal rights of drainage which it now possesses. 

Section 4. This act shall not take effect until 
accepted by the city council of Boston. 

[Approved Jtme 18, 1870. 

18T1 

CHAPTER 44. 

An Act to incorporate the brookline savings 

BANK. 

J5e it enacted, etc, as follows : 

Section 1. Edward Atkinson, John C. Abbott, 
Moses Williams, junior, their associates and suc- 
cessors, are hereby made a corporation by the 
name of the Brookline Savings Bank, to be 
located in the town of Brookline, with all the 
powers and privileges, and subject to all the 
duties, restrictions and liabilities set forth in all 



Acts and Laws Relating to Brookline. 79 

general laws which now are or may hereafter be 
in force in this Commonwealth, applicable to in- 
stitutions for savings. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved February 2j^ 1871. 

1§T1 

CHAPTER 382. 
An Act in relation to betterments. 

3e it enacted^ etc.^ as follotcs : 

Section 1. At any time within two years after 
any street, higrhway or other way is laid out, 
altered, widened, graded or discontinued, when 
in the opinion of the board of city or town officers 
authorized to lay out streets or ways respectively 
therein, any real estate, including that, a part of 
which may have been taken for such purpose, 
shall receive any benefit and advantage therefrom, 
beyond the general advantages to all real estate in 
the city or town where the same is situated, such 
board may adjudge and determine the value of 
such benefit and advantage to any such estate, 
and may assess upon the same a proportional share 
of the expense of laying out, alteration, widening, 
grading or discontinuance ; but in no case shall 
the assessment exceed one-half the amount of 
such adjudged benefit and advantage, nor shall 
the same be made until the work of laying out, 
altering, widening and grading is completed or 
discontinuance made ; and in case of laying out a 
highway or town way by county commissioners, 
due allowance shall be made for any benefit set 
off under the provisions of section sixteen of 
chapter forty-three of the General Statutes. 

Section 2. Any such assessment upon real 
estate which is invalid by reason of any error or 
irregularity in the making thereof, and which has 
not been paid, or which has been recovered back, 
may be re-made by such board, to the amount 
for which the original assessment ought to have 
been made, and the same shall be a lien upon the 
estate, and be collected in the same manner as 
re-assessed taxes are. 
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Section 3. The expense to be assessed upon 
the estates as herein provided shall include all 
damages for land and buildings taken; and in 
estimating such damages all buildings On the 
land, a part of which is taken, shall be included, 
and there shall be deducted therefrom the value 
of the materials renioved, and of all buildings or 
parts of buildings remaining thereon; and the 
damages for land taken shall be fixed at the value 
thereof before such laying out, alteration, or 
widening, and the damage so estimated shall be 
paid to the persons entitled thereto, in the same 
manner, and upon the same conditions as are pro- 
vided by law in other cases of laying out, altera- 
tion, widening, grading or discontinuance of 
streets or ways. 

Section 4. If the owner of any building or 
materials on land, a part or the whole of which 
is taken for the purposes named in this act, after 
reasonable notice in writing from the board author- 
ized to make assessments as aforesaid, shall 
refuse or neglect to take care of, or remove such 
buildings or materials, such board may take such 
care of the same as public safety, or the preserva- 
tion thereof demands, or may remove such build- 
ings or materials either upon the adjoining land 
of such owner, or otherwise; or they may sell the 
same at public auction, after five days' public 
notice of such sale, and hold the proceeds of the 
sale for the V)enefit of such owner; and the ex- 
pense incurred by said board, or the value thereof 
to the owner, shall be allowed in reduction of the 
damages which said owner is entitled to recover. 

Section 5. 'Any person owning real estate 
abutting on any street, highway, or other way 
which may be laid out, altered, widened, graded 
or discontinued, and liable to assessment under 
this act, may, at any time before the estimate of 
damages is made, give notice in writing to the 
board having authority to make the assessment, 
that he objects to the same, and elects to surrender 
his estate to the city or town where situated ; and 
if said board shall then adjudge that public con- 
venience and necessity require the taking of 
such estate, for the improvements named, they 
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may take the whole of such abutting estate, and 
shall thereupon estimate the value thereof, ex- 
cluding the benefit or advantage which has 
accrued from the laying out, alteration, widening, 
grading or discontinuance, and such owner shall 
convey the estate to such city or town, which 
shall pay him therefor, the value so estimated, 
and the same may be recovered by an action of 
contract; and the city or town may sell any por- 
tion of said estate not needed for such improve- 
ments. 

Section 6. All assessments made under this 
act shall constitute a lien upon the real estate so 
assessed, to be enforced in the same manner, with 
like charges for cost and interest, as provided by 
law for the collection of taxes; and if the owner 
of the estate shall give notice to the board 
authorized to make the assessment at any time 
before demand is made upon him for payment 
thereof, that he desires to have the amount of 
such assessment apportioned, said board shall 
apportion the same into three equal parts and 
certify such apportionment to the assessors of 
the city or town, and said assessors shall add one 
of said equal parts, with interest thereon from 
the date of the apportionment, to the annual tax of 
said estate for the three years next ensuing; and 
all assessments laid upon real estate, for any of 
the causes mentioned in this act, which shall re- 
main unpaid after the same become due or pay- 
able, shall draw interest from the time when the 
same became due or payable, until the time of 
payment thereof. 

Section 7. Any party aggrieved by the doings 
of such board, may apply by petition to the 
superior court for the county in which the estate 
is situated at any term thereof within one year 
after the passage of the order or proceedings upon 
which the application is founded j and after due 
notice to the city or town agamst which the 
petition is filed, a trial shall be had at the bar of 
the court in the same manner in which other civil 
causes are there tried by the jury, and if either 
party request it the jury shall view the place in 
question. 
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Section 8. If the jury shall not reduce the 
amount of the assessment complained of, the 
respondent shall recover costs against the peti- 
tioner, which costs shall be a lien upon the estate, 
and be collected in the same manner as the assess- 
ment, but if the jury shall reduce the amount of 
the assessment, the petitioner shall recover costs, 
and all assessments shall be a lien on the estate 
for one year after the final judgment, in any 
suit or proceeding where the amount or validity 
of the same is in question, and be collected in the 
same manner as original assessments. 

Section 9. When an assessment is made upon 
an estate, the whole or any portion of which is 
leased, the owner of the estate shall pay the 
assessment, and may thereafter collect of the 
lessee an additional rent for the portion of the 
estate so leased, equal to ten per centum per 
annum on that portion of the whole sum paid, 
which the leased portion bears to the whole 
estate, after deducting from the whole sum so 
paid, any amount he may have received for dam- 
ages to the estate, above what he has necessarily 
expended on such estate by reason of such 
damages. 

Section 10. This act, except section four, shall 
not take effect in any town until the same is ac- 
cepted by such town at a legal meeting called for 
that purpose, unless the town has passed the vote 
of acceptance provided for by section four of 
chapter one hundred and sixty-nine of the acts of 
the year eighteen hundred and sixty-nine. 

Section 11. Chapter one hundred and seventy- 
four of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
sixty-six, chapters seventy-five and two hundred 
and seventy-six of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and sixty-eight, and chapters one hun- 
dred and sixty-nine and three hundred and sixty- 
seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
sixty-nine, and chapter two hundred and seven- 
teen of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and seventy-one are hereby repealed; but such 
repeal shall not affect any rights or liabilities 
already incurred or any case pending under said 
chapters. 
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Section 12. In any city where the mayor and 
aldermen are part only of the board authorized to 
lay out streets or ways such mayor and aldermen 
shall constitute the board named in this act. 

Section 13. This act shall take etfect upon its 
passage. [Approved May 26^ 1871. 

[On July 2, 1878, the following vote was passed 
by the town: Voted^ That those parts of An Act 
in relation to betterments approved May 26, 1871, 
being Stat. 1871, Chapter 382, and the an- endments 
thereto which are riot now in force in the town, 
be and thQ same are hereby accepted by the town.] 

CHAPTER 177. 

An Act to authorize the city of boston to ob- 
tain AN ADDITIONAL SUPPLY OF PURE WATER. 

Section 8. The city of Boston is authorized, 
if said city shall deem it expedient so to do, to 
supply the towns of Framingham, Newton, West 
Roxbury, Brighton, and Brookline, or either 
of them, with water, in such quantities, under 
such condititons and upon such terms as may be 
agreed upon between said city and said towns, or 
either of them; and such towns shall respectively 
have power to distribute the water so supplied 
among the inhabitants of said town. [Approved 
April 8, 1872. 

1873 

CHAPTER 267. 

An Act to change the boundary between brook- 
line AND BOSTON, AND FOR SANITARY PURPOSES. 

Be it enacted^ etc.^ as follows : 

Section 1. The boundary line between the 
town of Brooliline and the city of Boston is here- 
by changed and established as follows : Firsts be- 
ginning at the stone post in the present boundary 
line on the northerly side of Washington street in 
Brookline, and running generally northeasterly 
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1869 

CHAPTER 165. 

An Act authorizing the metropolitan rail- 
road COMPANY TO EXTEND ITS RAILROAD TO 

brookline over the back bay lands. 
£e it e7iacted, etc.^ as follows : 

Section 1. The Metropolitan Railroad Com- 
pany is hereby authorized to lay and maintain 
railroad tracks in any street belonging to the 
Commonwealth in the city of Boston, upon such 
terms and conditions as majr be determined by 
the commissioners of public lands, with the 
assent of the governor and council, and the board 
of aldermen of the city of Boston; and also in any 
private street or ways now or hereafter to be laid 
out on the routes convenient for the extension 
hereby granted, with the consent of the board of 
aldermen of the city of Boston and the owners of 
said private streets or ways; and in any streets 
or ways in the town of Brookline in which loca- 
tions may from time to time be granted to it by 
the selectmen of said town ; provided^ that nothing 
herein contained shall authorize the laying of 
said railroad tracks across the tracks of the Bos- 
ton and Albany Railroad at a level therewith. 

Section 2. The contract made between the 
Metropolitan Railroad Company and Back Bay 
Street Railway Company, dated September 
fifteenth, eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, is 
hereby confirmed; and all conveyances of the 
franchises and rights of said Brookline and Back 
Bay Street Railway Company to said Metropoli- 
tan Railroad Company are hereby confirmed; and 
said Metropolitan Railroad Company shall have 
all the rights and privileges, and be subject to 
all the duties and liabilities in regard thereto 
which would have existed if such franchises and 
rights had been originally granted to it. 

Section 3 The authority granted by the first 
section of this act shall be void as to any street 
or way therein named in which said railroad 
tracks are not laid within three years from the 
passage of this act. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved April 13^ 1869. 



Acts, and Laws Relating to Brookline, *J7 

1870 

CHAPTER 374. 

An Act to annex a portion of the town of 
brookline to the city of boston. 

-Be it enacted^ etc.^ as follows : 

Section 1.. That part of the town of Brook- 
line contained within the line described as fol- 
lows: beginning at a point in the centre of 
the channel of Charles river on the boundary line 
between the town of Brookline and the city of 
Cambridge, where the westerly line of St. Mary's 
street, in the town of Brookline, extended in a 
northerly direction, would intersect the said 
boundary line; thence running southwardly by 
the westerly line of St. Mary's street extended to 
the southerly line of Brighton avenue; thence 
continuing in the same direction by the westerly 
line of St. Mary's street, to the northerly line of 
Ivy street; thence turning a little and running 
southeasterly by the southwesterly line of St. 
Mary's street, and by the continuation of the 
same to the present boundary line between Bos- 
ton and Brookline in the centre of the channel 
of Muddy river; thence easterly following said 
boundary line to the present boundary line in the 
centre of the channel of Charles river | thence by 
the centre of said channel of Charles river to the 
point of beginning, — with all the inhabitants and 
estates therein, is hereby set off from the town of 
Brookline and annexed to the city of Boston, and 
shall constitute a part of the sixth ward thereof, 
until a new division of wards shall be made ; and 
such territory so annexed shall form part of the 
county of Suffolk ; provided, that the said terri- 
tory and the inhabitants thereon, set off as afore- 
said, shall be holden to pay all such taxes as are 
already assessed or ordered to be assessed by said 
town of Brookline for the present year, in the 
same manner as if this act had not been passed; 
and provided^ further^ that all paupers who have 
gained a settlement in said town of Brookilne, by 
a settlement gained or derived within said terri- 
tory, shall l)e relieved or supported by said city 
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of Boston, in the same manner as if they had a 
legal settlement in said city of Boston. 

Section 2. The said inhabitants hereby set 
oflf to the city of Boston shall continue to l>e a 
part of Brookline for the purpose of electing state 
officers and members of the executive council, 
senators and representatives to the general court, 
representatives to congress, and electors of presi- 
dent and vice-president of the United States, 
until the next decennial census shall be taken, 
or until another apportionment shall be made; 
and it shall be the duty of the board of alder- 
men of said city of Boston to make a true list 
of the persons residing on the territory hereby 
annexed to said city, qualified to vote at such 
elections, and post up the same in said ter- 
ritory, and correct the same as required by law, 
and deliver the same to the selectmen of said 
town of Brookline, seven days at least before any 
such election : and the same shall be taken and 
used by the selectmen of Brookline for such elec- 
tion, in the same manner as if it had been pre- 
pared by themselves. 

Section 3. This act shall not be construed to 
divest or deprive the town of Brookline of any 
legal rights of drainage which it now possesses. 

Section 4. This act shall not take effect until 
accepted by the city council of Boston. 

{Approved June 18^ 1870. 
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CHAPTER 44. 

An Act to incorporate the brookline savings 

BANK. 

He it enacted^ etc., as follows : 

Section 1. Edward Atkinson, John C. Abbott, 
Moses Williams, junior, their associates and suc- 
cessors, are hereby made a corporation by the 
name of the Brookline Savings Bank, to be 
located in the town of Brookline, with all the 
powers and privileges, and subject to all the 
duties, restrictions and liabilities set forth in all 
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general lawa which now are or raay hereafter be 
in force in this Commonwealth, applicable to in- 
stitutions for savings. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved February 24, 1871, 

CHAPTER 382. 
An Act in relation to betterments. 

JBe it enacted^ etc., as follows : 

Section 1. At any time within two years after 
any street, hig:hway or other way is laid out, 
altered, widened, graded or discontinued, when 
in the opinion of the board of city or town officers 
authorized to lay out streets or ways respectively 
therein, any real estate, including that, a part of 
which may have been taken for such purpose, 
shall receive any benefit and advantage therefrom, 
beyond the general advantages to all real estate in 
the city or town where the same is situated, such 
board may adjudge and determine the value of 
such benefit and advantage to any such estate, 
and may assess upon the same a proportional share 
of the expense of laying out, alteration, widening, 
grading or discontinuance ; but in no case shall 
the assessment exceed one-half the amount of 
such adjudged benefit and advantage, nor shall 
the same be made until the work of laying out, 
altering, widening and grading is completed or 
discontinuance made; and in case of laying out a 
highway or townwa^' by county commissioners, 
due allowance shall be made for any benefit set 
off under the provisions of section sixteen of 
chapter forty-three of the General Statutes. 

Section 2. Any such assessment upon real 
estate which is invalid by reason of any error or 
irregrularity in the making thereof, and which has 
not been paid, or which has been recovered back, 
may be re-made by such board, to the amount 
for which the original assessment ought to have 
been made, and the same shall be a lien upon the 
estate, and be collected in the same manner as 
re-assessed taxes are. 
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Section 3. The expense to be assessed upon 
the estates as herein provided shall include all 
damai^es for land and buildings taken; and in 
estimating such damages all buildings On the 
land, a part of which is taken, shall be included, 
and there shall be deducted therefrom the value 
of the materials removed, and of all buildings or 
parts of buildings remaining thereon; and the 
damages for land taken shall be fixed at the value 
thereof before such laying out, alteration, or 
widening, and the damage so estimated shall be 
paid to the persons entitled thereto, in the same 
manner, and upon the same conditions as are pro- 
vided by law in other cases of laying out, altera- 
tion, widening, grading or discontinuance of 
streets or ways. 

Section 4. If the owner of any building or 
materials on land, a part or the whole of which 
is taken for the purposes named in this act, after 
reasonable notice in writing from the board author- 
ized to make assessments as aforesaid, shall 
refuse or neglect to take care of, or remove such 
buildings or materials, such board may take such 
care of the same as public safety, or the preserva- 
tion thereof demands, or may remove such build- 
ings or materials either upon the adjoining land 
of such owner, or otherwise; or they may sell the 
same at public auction, after five days' public 
notice of such sale, and hold the proceeds of the 
sale for the benefit of such owner ; and the ex- 
pense incurred by said board, or the value thereof 
to the owner, shall be allowed in reduction of the 
damages which said owner is entitled to recover. 

Section 5. -Any person owning real estate 
abutting on any street, highway, or other way 
which may be laid out, altered, widened, graded 
or discontinued, and liable to assessment under 
this act, may, at any time before the estimate of 
damages is made, give notice in writing to the 
board having authority to make the assessment, 
that he objects to the same, and elects to surrender 
his estate to the city or town where situated ; and 
if said board shall then adjudge that public con- 
venience and necessity require the taking of 
such estate, for the improvements named, they 
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may take the whole of such abutting estate, and 
shall thereupon estimate the value thereof, ex- 
cluding the benefit or advantage which has 
accrued from the laying out, alteration, widening, 
grading or discontinuance, and such owner shall 
convey the estate to such city or town, which 
shall pay him therefor, the value so estimated, 
and the same may be recovered by an action of 
contract; and the city or town may sell any por- 
tion of said estate not needed for such improve- 
ments. 

Section 6. All assessments made under this 
act shall constitute a lien upon the real estate so 
assessed, to be enforced in the same manner, with 
like charges for cost and interest, as provided by 
la w for the collection of taxes ; and if the owner 
of the estate shall give notice to the board 
authorized to make the assessment at any time 
before demand is made upon him for payment 
thereof, that he desires to have the amount of 
such assessment apportioned, said board shall 
apportion the same into three equal parts and 
certify such apportionment to the assessors of 
the city or town, and said assessors shall add one 
of said equal parts, with interest thereon from 
the date of the apportionment, to the annual tax of 
said estate for the three years next ensuing; and 
all assessments laid upon real estate, for any of 
the causes mentioned in this act, which shall re- 
main unpaid after the same become due or pay- 
able, shall draw interest from the time when the 
same became due or payable, until the time of 
payment thereof. 

Section 7. Any party aggrieved by the doings 
of such board, may apply by petition to the 
superior court for the county in which the estate 
is situated at any term thereof within one year 
after the passage of the order or proceedings upon 
which the application is founded ; and after due 
notice to the city or town against which the 
petition is filed, a trial shall be had at the bar of 
the court in the same manner in which other civil 
causes are there tried by the jury, and if either 
party request it the jury shall view the place in 
question. 
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questions of fact relating to such damages, and 
to assess the amount thereof; and the verdict of 
said jury being accepted and recorded by the said 
court shall be final and oonclusivCj and judgment 
shall be rendered and execution issued thereon, 
and costs shall be recovered by the said parties, 
respectively, in the same manner as is provided 
by law in regard to proceedings relating to the 
laying out of highways. 

Section 8. In every case of a petition to the 
superior court for the assessment of damages as 
provided in this act, the town may tender to the 
complainant, or his attorney, any sum that it 
shall think proper, or may bring the same into 
court to be paid to the complainant for the dam- 
ages by him sustained or claimed in his petition, 
and if the complainant shall not accept the sum 
with his costs up to that time, but shall proceed 
in his suit, he shall be entitled to his costs up to 
the time of the tender of such payment into court 
and not afterwards, unless the complainant shall 
recover greater damages than were so offered. 

Section 9. Said town may also, for the purpose 
of collecting water and supplying the same to 
said river, make and maintain, upon or near said 
river, or the streams flowing into the same, or at, 
upon or near the source of said river or streams, 
any reservoirs, dams or other suitable structures, 
and may take and hold, by purchase or otherwise, 
such real estate, water, water rights or easements 
as may be necessary or convenient for that pur- 
pose. Said town may make any contracts with 
the proprietors of mills on Charles river, or 
with the owners of any mills on Charles river. 
Mother brook or Neponset river, or with other 
towns which now are or may be hereafter au- 
thorized to take water from Charles river, by 
which said proprietors or owners or towns, or any 
of them, shall contribute to the expense of making 
and maintaining said dams, reservoirs or other 
suitable structures, taking or purchasing any 
water, water rights, lands or easements, for the 
purpose of collecting water and supplying the 
same to Charles river as aforesaid. And said 
town n)ay unite and agree with any other town or 
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towns authorized to take water from said river, in 
making and maintaining suitable works and 
structures for their joint use under this act. 

Section 10. The town of Brookline may, by a 
vote of said town, declare the quantity proposed to 
be taken, not exceeding one and a half million gal- 
lons daily, such vote to be passed not less than 
six months before the waters shall be withdrawn 
from said river, and a copy of such vote being 
filed in the registry of deeds for Norfolk county 
within sixty days thereafter; the terms thereof 
shall be held to be the measure and limit of the 
right of said town to take or divert the waters of 
said river under tliis act ana in case of a joint 
taking by any towns under this act the provisions 
of this section shall apply to such towns jointly, 
so far as any damage results from such joint 
taking. 

Section 11. It shall be the duty of said town 
to provide some reliable means or method of 
measuring and registering the amount of water 
taken from Charles river, as soon as they com- 
mence taking the same, such register or record to 
be accessible at all times to any mterested parties; 
and if the owners of any water rights in the 
waters of said river, and said town, shall fail to 
agree upon the mode of measurment the method 
shall be fixed by one or more engineers, to be ap- 
pointed upon the application of either party, by 
any justice of the supreme judicial court. And if 
at any time said town shall take a larger quantity 
of water from Charles river than it shall have de- 
termined by said vote under the tenth section of 
this act, it shall be liable in an action of tort to any 
mill owner for any such damage he may have 
suffered, and may be restrained by injunction 
from taking such larger quantity of water in a suit 
in equity brousrht by any such mill owner or other 
party. 

Section 12. No application shall be made to 
the court for the assessment of damages for the 
taking of any water rights, or for any injury 
thereto, until the water is actually withdrawn or 
diverted by said town under the authority of this 
act. 
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Sbgtion 13. If any person shall use any water 
taken under this act without the consent of said 
town, or shall wantonly or maliciously divert the 
water, or any part thereof, taken or held by said 
town, pursuant to the provisions of this act, or 
corrupt the same or render it impure, or destroy 
or injure any dam, aqueduct, pipe, conduit, hy- 
drant, machinery or other works or property 
held, owned or used by said town under the au- 
thority of and for the purposes of this act, he 
shall forfeit and pay to said town three times the 
amount of damage assessed therefor, to be recov- 
ered in an action of tort, and on conviction of 
either of the wanton or malicious acts aforesaid, 
may be also punished by a fine not exceeding 
three hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in jail 
not exceeding one year. 

Section 14. The occupant of any tenement 
shall be liable for the payment of the rent for the 
use of water in such tenement, and the owner 
shall also be liable, if, on being notified of such 
use, he does not object thereto. 

Section 15. The water taken under this act 
shall not be used in any way as a motive power, 
except for generating steam. 

Section 16. Nothing in this act shall be con- 
strued to affect any existing rights of said town 
to draw water from said river. 

Section 17. Chapter three hundred and forty- 
three of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and sitxy-seven is hereby repealed. 

Section 18. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage, and it shall become void unless accepted 
by a majority of the legal voters of the town of 
Brookline present and voting thereon, at a legal 
meeting held within two years from the time of 
the passage of this act. [Approved May 6, 1872. 

[This act was accepted by the town, February 
27, 1873.] 
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1873 

CHAPTER 38. 

An Act to establish a grade in the town of 

brookline. 

^e it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section I. The selectmen of the town of Brook- 
line, when authorized by a vote of said town at a 
meeting called for the purpose, shall establish in 
said town a grade of not less than twelve feet 
above mean low water; and no person, after such 
grade is established, shall construct in said town 
any cellar or basement cellar of any building 
below such ^rade, or use or occupy any cellar or 
basement cellar so constructed; provided, that 
the selectmen may by license, subject to revoca- 
tion at any time by them, authorize cellars to be 
constructed in buildings used exclusively for 
storage or business purposes, so much below said 
grade as they shall designate in each license. 

Section 2. If any person constructs or uses 
any cellar or basement cellar in violation of this 
act, said selectmen shall order the owner or oc- 
cupant of such cellar or basement cellar to so 
alter and construct it as to conform to the re- 
quirements of this act; and if such owner or oc- 
cupant fails to comply with such order within ten 
days after service thereof, as provided by the fol- 
lowing section, said selectmen shall so alter such 
cellar or basement cellar; and all necessary ex- 
penses incurred thereby shall constitute a lien 
upon the land wherein such cellar or basement 
cellar is constructed, and upon the buildings upon 
such land, and may be collected in the manner 
provided by law for the collection of taxes upon 
real estate; and the town treasurer in behalf of 
said tewn may purchase such land or land and 
buildings at any sale thereof for the enforcement 
of such lien. 

Section 3. All orders under the preceding sec- 
tion shall be made in writing, and served upon 
said owners or occupants, or their authorized 
agente, as prescribed by section nine of chapter 
twenty-six of the General Statutes, for the service 
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of orders of boards of health, and the supreme 
judicial court, or any justice thereof, in term time 
or vacation, may by injunction or other suitable 
process in equity, restrain any person or corpora- 
tion from constructingr or using any cellar or 
basement cellar in violation of the provisions of 
this act, and may enforce such provisions, and 
may order and enforce the abatement or altera- 
tion of any cellar or basement cellar constructed 
or used in violation thereof, so as to comply with 
said provisions. 

Section 4. This act shall take affect upon its 
passage. [Approved April 2J^ 187S, 

[This act was accepted by the town April 22, 
1874, and on January 5, 1876, the grade of sixteen 
feet above mean low tide was established by the 
selectmen and approved by the town.] 

i§73 

CHAPTER 260. 

An Act relating to the channel of muddy 

river in brookline. 

JBe it enacted^ etc.^ as follows : 

Section 1. The town of Brookline may make 
a new channel within its own territory to conduct 
the waters of Muddy river in a more direct line 
to Charles river, and for this purpose the real 
estate of any person may be taken. The proceed- 
ings shall be the same in all respects as in laying 
out of town ways; and all persons suffering 
damage in their property by reason thereof shall 
have the same rights and remedies for the ascer- 
tainment and recovery of such damages as in the 
case of the laying out of town ways. 

Section 2. Drains and sewers of the city of 
Boston now discharging into Muddy river above 
the point at which the boundary line between 
Boston and Brookline, running from Charles 
river southerly along the easterly line of Saint 
Mary's street extended, strikes the present chan- 
nel of Muddy river, may be extended by said city 
through any lands or ways in said city or town 
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into the new channel provided for by this act, 
the cost of such extension to be reimbursed to said 
city by said town ; and said city shall have the 
right to enter new drains or sewers through said 
lands or ways into the new channel to the same 
extent that it now has the rijcht to enter the same 
into the present channel of Muddy river. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved May 2^ 187 S. 

1§73 

CHAPTER 290. 
An Act to unite the city of boston and the 

TOWN OF brookline. 

Be in enacted^ etc.^ as follows : 

Section 1. All the territory now comprised 
within the limits of the town of Brookline, in the 
county of Norfolk, with the inhabitants and 
estates therein, is annexed to and made part of the 
city of Boston, in the county of Suffolk, and shall 
hereafter constitute a part of the county of Suffolk, 
subject to the same municipal regulations, obliga- 
tions and liabilities, and entitled to the same im- 
munities in all respects as the said city of Boston : 
provided, however^ that until constitutionally and 
legally changed, said territory, including any part 
of the city of Boston which has been set off from 
Brookline since the Jast census, shall continue to 
be, for the purpose of electing members of the 
house of representatives, part of county of Nor- 
folk, constituting the fifteenth representative 
district thereof; for the purpose of electing a 
senator, part of the first Norfolk senatorial dis- 
trict; for the purpose of electing a councillor, 
part of the third council district; and for the 
purpose of electing a representative in congress 
said territory shall continue to be a part of con- 
gressional district number eight, as the same is 
now constituted. All the duties now required 
by law to be performed by the selectmen and 
town clerk of said town, or either of them, per- 
taining to the election of representatives in con- 
gress, state councillors, senators, and members of 
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the hpuse of representatives, shall in like manner 
devolve upon and be performed by the board of 
aldermen and city clerk of the said city. It shall 
be the duty of the ward officers of the ward, 
erected out of said territory as hereinafter pro- 
vided, to make to the city clerk of said city a 
return of all votes that may be cast therein, from 
time to time, for representatives in congress, state 
councillors, senators, members of the house of 
representative?, and for all other national, &tate, 
district, county, municipal and ward officers. 

Section 2. All the public property of said town 
shall be vested in and is declared to be the pro- 
perty of said city; and said city shall succeed to 
all the rights, claims, causes of action, rights to 
uncollected taxes, liens, uses, trusts, duties, 
priviliges and immunities of said town. The 
town treasurer of said town, on or before the 
second Monday of January, in the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-four, under the direction of 
the selectmen of said town, who shall for this 
purpose, and for all other purposes necessary to 
carry into full effect the provisions of this act, 
continue to hold their offices, shall transfer, de- 
liver, pay over and account for to the city treas- 
urer of said city, all books, papers, moneys and 
other property in his possession as town treasurer 
of said town, when this act takes effect ; and said 
city shall become liable for and subject to all the 
debts, obligations, duties, responsibilities and 
liabilities of said town. All actions and causes of 
action which may be pending, or which shall have 
accrued at the time this act takes effect, in behalf 
of or against said town, shall survive, and may be 
prosecuted to final judgment and execution in be- 
half of or against said city. The Brookline public 
library, with the books and documents which 
now or hereafter may belong thereto, shall be 
continued and kept within the present limits of 
said Brookline ; and it shall have the benefit of all 
gifts and legacies heretofore or hereafter made in 
its behalf. The trustees of the Brookline public 
library shall hold their offices, until other provi- 
sion for the care and management thereof is made 
by the city of Boston. 
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Section 3. The several eourtb within the 
county of Suffolk, except the municipal court for 
the southern district of th^ city of Boston, after 
this act takes effect, shall have the same jurisdic- 
tion over all causes of action and proceedings in 
civil causes, and over all matters in probate and 
insolvency, which shall have accrued within said 
territory hereby annexed, that said court now 
have over like actions, proceedings and matters 
within the county of ^\JLfLo\\i\ provided^ that the 
several courts within the county of Norfolk shall 
have and retain jurisdiction of all actions, pro- 
ceedings and matters that shall have been right- 
fully commenced in said courts prior to the time 
when this act takes effect; and the supreme 
judicial court and the superior court within the 
county of Suffolk, after this act takes effect, shall 
have the same jurisdiction of all crimes, offences 
and misdemeanors that shall have been commit- 
ted within the said territory, that the supreme 
judicial court and superior court within the 
county of Norfolk now have; but if before this 
act takes effect proceedings shall have been com- 
menced in any of the courts within the county of 
Norfolk, for the prosecution of said crimes, 
offences and misdemeanors, the said court within 
the county of Norfolk, shall have and retain juris- 
diction of the same for the full, complete and tinal 
disposition thereof. All suits, actions, proceed- 
ings, complaints and prosecutions, and all mat- 
ters of probate and insolvency which shall be 
pending within said territory, before any court or 
justice of the peace, when this act takes effect, 
shall be heard and determined as though this act 
had not passed. 

Section 4. Said territory shall be added to, 
and constitute a part of the judicial district 
under the jurisdiction of the municipal court of 
the city of Boston. Said court shall have the 
same civil and criminal jurisdiciton in said terri- 
tory as it now has by law in its district as it now 
exists. 

Section 5. The said territory shall constitute 
a ward of the city of Boston, to be called ward 
eighteen, and shall so remain until the alteration 
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of the ward limits of the city of Boston, provided 
by law. And the ward so established shall be 
entitled to all the municipal and ward of&cers to 
which each of the other wards of said city is en- 
titled, except as hereinafter provided. 

Sbgtion 6. If this act shall be accepted as 
hereinafter provided, said territory shall, after 
the fourth day of November, in the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-three, constitute a ward of 
said city, to be called ward eighteen, for all the 
purposes mentioned in this section and in section 
seven of this act. And the board of aldermen of 
said city shall, in due season, issue their war- 
rant for a meeting of the legal voters of said 
ward, to be held on the second Monday of Decem- 
ber, in the year eighteen hundred and seventy- 
three, at some place within said ward^ which shall 
be designated in said warrant, there first to 
choose a warden, clerk, and five inspectors of 
elections for said ward, who shall hold their 
ofiices until the first Monday of January, in the 
year eighteen hundred and seventy-four, and until 
others shall be chosen and qualified in their stead; 
second, to give in their ballots for the several 
municipal and ward officers for the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-four, for which they shall 
be entitled to vote by vitue of the provisions of 
this act. The term of office of the school com- 
mittee-men heretofore chosen in said town shall 
expire on the first Monday of said January, and 
there shall be chosen at the election provided for in 
this section three persons who shall be members 
of the school committee of the city of Boston, one 
for three years, one for two years, and one for one 
year; and thereafter all vacancies shall be filled 
as other vacancies in the school committee in the 
city of Boston are now by law filled. The board 
of aldermen of said city shall prepare liste of all 
the legal voters in said ward, to be used at said 
meeting, and shall do all other things which they 
are now by law required to do in respect to like 
elections in other wards of said city; and at said 
meeting, any legal voter of said ward may call 
the citizens to order, and preside until a warden 
is chosen and qualified. AH ward officers whose 
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election is provided for in the preceding section, 
shall be qualified according to law. The citizens 
of said territory shall have the same right to vote 
for municipal officers^ at the annual municipal 
election in said city, in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy-three, as they would have had 
if said territory had formed part of said city for 
more than six months next before said election. 

Section 7. After the present municipal year 
the board of aldermen of the city of Boston shall 
consist of twelve members, and the common coun- 
cil of said city shall consist of the same number 
now by law provided for, and in addition thereto 
two members to be chosen in and for the ward 
herein provided for, until a new division of the 
wards of said city shall be made. 

Section 8. The several police oflBcers, watch- 
men, fire engineers and firemen, in office in said 
town of Brookline when this act takes effect shall 
thereafter continue in the discharge of their res- 
pective duties in the same manner as if they were 
police officeis, watchmen, fire engineers and fire- 
men of said city, until others are appointed in 
their stead. 

Section 9. All the interest which said town 
now has in the public property of the county of 
Norfolk is released and acquitted to said county 
of Norfolk. Such portion of the debts and obliga- 
tions of the county of Norfolk, existing when 
this act takes full effect, over and above the value 
of all the property belonging to said county as 
should proportionally and equitably be paid by 
the inhabitants and property owners of said ter- 
ritory by this act annexed to said city, shall be 
paid by said city to said county of Norfolk; and 
the supreme judicial court shall have jurisdiction 
in equity to determine the amount (if any) and en- 
force the payment of the same upon a suit in 
equity, in the name of said county, to be brought 
therefor within six months after this act goes into 
full operation, by the county commissioners of 
said county of Norfolk, if they deem such suit for 
the interest of said county; but no suit shall be 
instituted after said six months. 
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Nothing contained in this act shall impair the 
obligation of contracts; and the property and in- 
habitants of said territory shall continue liable to 
the existing creditors of the county of Norfolk, in 
like manner as if this act had not been passed ; 
provided, that if any person, by reason of his 
being an inhabitant of, or owning property in, said 
territory, shall be compelled to pay any part of 
an existing debt or obligation of the county of 
Norfolk, the amount of such payment shall con- 
situte a debt to him from said county, as here- 
after to be constituted, exclusive of said territory, 
and may be recovered in like manner as other 
debts against the county of Norfolk. 

SECTION 10. This act shall not take full effect 
unless accepted by a majority of the legal voters 
of the city of Boston present and voting thereon 
by ballot, at meetings which shall be held in the 
several wards of said city, and also by a majority 
of the legal voters of the town of Brookline 
present and voting thereon by ballot, at a meet- 
ing which shall be held in said town. All said 
meetings shall be held simultaneously on the first 
Tuesday of October of the present year, and upon 
notice thereof duly given at least seven days be- 
fore the time of said meetings; and the polls shall 
be opened at nine o'clock in the forenoon of said 
day, and shall be closed at six o'clock in the after- 
noon. In case of the absence of any ward officer 
at any meeting in said city, held for the purpose 
aforesaid, or of any of the selectmen, or of the 
town clerk at any meeting in said town held for 
said purpose, a like officer may be chosen, pro 
tempore, by hand vote, and shall be duly qualified 
and shall have all the powers, and be subject to 
all the duties of the regular officer at said meet- 
ings. Said ballots shall be **yes," or "no," in 
answer to the question, "Shall an act passed by 
the legislature of this Commonwealth in the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy- three, entitled, * An 
Act to unite the city of Boston and the town of 
Brookline,' be accepted?" Such meeting in said 
town shall be called, notified and warned by the 
selectmen of said town in the same manner in 
which meetings for the election of town officers in 
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said toWQ are called, notified and warned ; and 
such meeting in the city of Boston shall be called, 
notified and warned by the board of aldermen 
in said city in the same manner in which meet- 
ings for the election of municipal officers in said 
city are called, notified and warned. 

The ballots shall be assorted, counted and de- 
clared in the ward meetings in which they are 
given in the city of Boston, in open ward meet- 
ing, and shall be registered in the ward records ; 
and in the town of Brookline the ballots shall be 
assorted, counted and declared in open town 
meeting, and shall be recorded upon the records 
of the town. The clerk of each ward in the city 
of Boston shall make return of all ballots in favor 
of the acceptance of this act, ana the number of 
ballots against said acceptance, to the board of 
aldermen of said city, said returns to be made 
within forty-eight hours of the close of the polls. 

It shall be the duty of the board of aldermen of 
said city to certify as soon as may be the number 
of ballots cast in said city, and the number of 
ballots cast in favor of the acceptance of this act, 
and the number of ballots cast against said accep- 
tance, to the secretary of the Commonwealth. 
The selectmen and town clerk of the town of 
Brookline shall, as soon as may be, make a like 
return of the ballots cast in said town, and the 
number of ballots cast in favor of acceptance of 
this act, and the number of ballots cast against 
said acceptance, to the secretary of the Common- 
wealth. And if it shall appear that a majority "of 
the votes cast in said city, and a majority of the 
votes cast in said town, respectively, are in favor 
of the acceptance of this act, the said secretary 
shall immediately issue and publish his certificate 
declaring this act to have been duly accepted. 

Section 11. So much of this act as authorizes 
and directs the submission of the question of ac- 
ceptance of this act to the legal voters of said 
city and said town, respectively, provided for in 
the tenth section of this act, shall take effect 
upon its passage. 

Section 12. If this act shall be accepted as 
herein provided, it shall take effect on the twelfth 
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day of November, in the year eighteen hundred 
and seventy-three, so far as to authorize, legalize 
and carry into effect the acts and provisions of 
the sixth and seventh sections of this act; but for 
all other purposes (except as mentioned in section 
eleven of this act) it shall take effect on the first 
Monday of January, in the year eighteen hundred 
and seventy-four. [Approved May 16^ 1873, 

[At a town meeting held for the purpose of vot- 
ing by ballot on the acceptance or rejection of the 
foregoing act, October 7th, 1873, it was rejected 
by a vote of: "Yes," 299; "No," 707.] 

18Y3 

CHAPTER 368. 

An Act to amend the several acts of the 
present year for the annexation of west 
roxbury, brookline and brighton to the 
city of boston. 

Be it enacted^ etc.^ as follows : 

Section 1. Section six of chapter two hundred 
and ninety, section six of chapter three hundred 
and three, and section six of chapter three hun- 
dred and fourteen of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy -three are amended by strik- 
ing from each of said sections the words "second 
Monday of December," and inserting in place 
thereof the words "second Tuesday of Decem- 
ber." 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved June 11^ 1873, 

1§74 

CHAPTER 220. 

An Act to annex a portion of the town of 
brookline to the city of boston. 

j5e it enacted^ etc., as follows : 

Section 1. All the territory now comprised 
within the limits of the town of Brookline in the 
county of Norfolk, with the inhabitants and 
estates therein situated, northerly of the souther- 
ly line of Brighton avenue is hereby annexed to, 
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and made a part of the city of Boston in the 
county of Suffolk, and shall hereafter constitute 
a part of the county of Suffolk, subject to the 
same municipal regulations, obligations and 
liabilities, and entitled to the same immunities in 
all respects as the said city of Boston ; provided^ 
however^ that until constitutionally and lecrally 
changed, said territory including any part of the 
city of Boston which has been set off from Brook- 
line since the last census, shall continue to be, for 
the purpose of electing members of the house of 
representatives, part of the county of Norfolk, 
constituting part of the fifteenth representative 
district thereof; for the purpose of electing a 
senator, part of the first Norfolk senatorial dis- 
trict; for the purpose of electing a councillor, part 
of the the third council district; and for the pur- 
pose of electing a representative in congress said 
territory shall continue to be part of congress- 
ional district number eight, as the same are now 
constituted. 

All the duties now required by law to be per- 
formed by the selectmen and town clerk of the 
town of Brookline or either of them, pertaining 
to the votes cast by the voters residing upon said 
territorv for representatives in congress, state 
councillors, senators and members of the house of 
representatives shall in like manner devolve upon 
and be performed by the board of aldermen and 
city clerk of the city of Boston ; and the said city 
clerk shall make returns and meet with the town 
clerk of the town of Brookline for the purpose of 
ascertaining the result of the election of represen- 
tative for said fifteenth representative district 
and making certificates of the same, at noon on 
the day following said election at the town clerk's 
office in said Brookline. 

Section 2. The inhabitants of the said terri- 
tory shall be holden to pay all arrears of taxes 
which have been legally assessed upon them by 
the town of Brookline, and all taxes heretofore 
assessed and not collected shall be collected and 
paid to the treasurer of the town of Brookline in 
the same manner as if this act had not been 
passed. 
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Section 3. The several courts within the 
county of Suffolk, iexcept the municipal court for 
the southern district or the city of Boston, the 
municipal court for the Dorchester district of the 
city of Boston, and the municipal coiirt for the 
Charlestown district of the city of Boston after 
this act takes effect, shall have the same jurisdic- 
tion over all causes of action and proceedings in 
civil causes, and over all matters in probate and 
insolvency which shall have accrued within said 
territory hereby annexed, that said courts now 
have over like actions, proceedings and matters 
within the county of Suffolk ; jorowcfec?, however^ 
that the several courts within the county of Nor- 
folk shall have and retain jurisdiction of all 
actions, proceedings and matters that may be 
rightfully commenced in said courts prior to the 
time when this act takes effect; and the supreme 
judicial court, and the superior court within the 
county of Suffolk, after this act takes effect shall 
have the same jurisdiction of all crimes, offences 
and misdemeanors that shall have been com- 
mitted within the said territory that the supreme 
judicial court and the superior court within the 
county of Norfolk now have; but if, before this 
act takes effect, proceedings are commenced in 
any of the courts within the county of Norfolk 
for the prosecution of said crimes, offences and 
misdemeanors, the said courts within the county 
of Norfolk shall have and retain jurisdiction of 
the same for the full, complete and final disposi- 
tion thereof. All suits, actions, proceedings, 
complaints and prosecutions, and all matters of 
probate and insolvency pending within said terri- 
tory before any court or any justice of the peace, 
when this act takes effect, shall be heard and (Je- 
termined as though this act had not been nassed. 

Section 4. Said territory shall be added to and 
constitute a part of the judicial district under the 
jurisdiction of the municipal court of the Brigh- 
ton district. Said court shall have the same civil 
and criminal jurisdiction in said terriory as it 
now has by law in its district as it now exists. 

Section 5. The said terriory shall constitute a 
part of ward nineteen in the city of Boston, and 
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• 

shall so remain until the alteration of the ward 
limits of the city of Boston, provided by law. 

Section 6. Nothing contained in this act shall 
impair the obligation of contracts ; and the prop- 
erty and inhabitants of said territory shall con- 
tinue liable to the existing creditors of the cotinty 
of Norfolk, in like manner as if this act had not 
been passed: provided^ that if any person by 
reason of his being an inhabitant of, or owning 
property in said territory shall be compelled to 
pay any part of an existing debt or obligation of 
the county of Norfolk, the amount of such pay- 
inent shall constitute a debt to him from said 
county, as hereaftet to be constituted, exclusive 
of said territory, and may be recovered in like 
manner as other debts against the county of Nor- 
folk. 

Section 7. This act shall not be construed to 
divest or deprive the town of Brookline of any 
legal rights of drainage which it now possesses, 
nor of any powers or authority which it now 
enjoys under chapter seventy-one of the acts of the 
year eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, entitled, 
"An Act concerning: drains and sewers in the town 
of Brookline, "with respect to any of the territory 
hereinbefore described. 

Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved May 8, 18H. 

1§75 

CHAPTER 127. 

An Act to authorize the town of brookline to 
supply water to the city of boston. 

l^e it enacted^ etc,^ as follows : 

Section 1. The town of Brookline may from 
its source of supply or from pipes leading there- 
from sell to the city of Boston such quantity of 
water, for such time, and on such terms as may 
be agreed on between said city and said town; 
provided^ that said city shall first signify its desire 
to purchase such water by a vote of its common 
council and board of aldermen, approved by the 
mayor of said city; and that said town shall first 
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sienifjr its desire to sell the same by a vote of its 
inhabitants at a meeting duly warned for that 
purpose. 

Section 2. The city of Boston by its common 
council, and the town of Brookline at any meeting 
of its inhabitants, may each authorize any person 
to execute in its behalf a suitable contract for 
carrying into effect any votes passed under the first 
section of this act. 

Section 3. The vote of the said town in relation 
to taking water from Charles river, passed on the 
twenty-second day of April in the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-four, fixing the amount of 
water to be taken by said town from said river at 
a million and a half gallons a day is hereby rati- 
fied and confirmed. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved April 16^ 1876, 

1§75 

CHAPTER 134. 

An Act to authorize the town of brookline 
TO borrow money to pay for the con- 
struction OF SEWERS AND TO ESTABLISH A 
SINKING FUND. 

Be it enacted^ etc^ as follows : 

Section 1. The town of Brookline is author- 
ized! to borrow such sums of money as may be 
necessary for paying for the establishment of a 
system of sewerage in said town, to an amount 
not exceeding three hundred thousand dollars, 
and ^to issue notes, bonds or certificates of debt 
therefor, bearing interest at a rate not exceeding 
seven per centum per annum, payable semi- 
annually, the principal to be payable at such 
times as it may see fit, not exceeding twenty 
years from the date of the issue thereof; and said 
townjmay sell the same, or any part thereof, at 
public or private sale, on such terms and con- 
ditions as shall seem to it proper; provided^ that 
exclusive of the water debt the entire debt of the 
town contracted or to be contracted shall never 
at any one time exceed five per cent on the last 
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assessors' valuation of the real and personal 
estate in town, preceding the creation of the loan. 

Section 2. Said town shall each year raise by 
taxation apon the polls and estates in said town, 
a sum amounting to three per cent of the whole 
amount of its notes, bonds and certificates of debt 
already issued and now outstanding or which may 
hereafter be issued and outstanding at the close 
of each financial year including the water debt, 
which sum with the interest and accumulations 
thereon shall either be applied to the payment of 
its indebtedness maturing within said year or 
shall be set aside to constitute a sinking fund for 
the redemption at maturity of the notes, bonds or 
certificates of debt of said town; and said sinking 
fund shaU be appropriated, held and pledged to 
the payment and redemption of said notes, bonds 
and certificates of debt, and shall be used for no 
other purpose until the same are fully redeemed 
and paid. 

Section 3. There shall be elected by the legal 
voters of said town, at any meeting of the inhabi- 
tants of said town, duly notified and warned for 
such purpose, three commissioners of said fund, 
one of whom shall hold office until the annual 
town meeting in the year eighteen hundred and 
seventy-six; one until the annual town meeting 
in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-seven, 
and one until the annual town meeting in the 
year eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, and 
each respectively until his successor is elected ; 
and annually after said first election there shall 
be chosen by the inhabitants of said town at its 
annual meeting one commissioner for the term of 
three yearsi Said commissioners shall annually, 
at their first meeting after their election, choose one 
of their number as treasurer, who shall give a 
bond to the town of Brookline, for the faithful 
discharge of his duties, in such sum and with 
such sureties as shall be required by the board of 
selectmen of said town. In case of the death, re- 
signation, or incapacity to act of either of said 
commissioners, before the expiration of the term 
for which he was chosen, the selectmen shall ap- 
point some suitable person to fill the vacancy 
until the next annual meeting, and until the elec- 
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tion of a successor in the manner herein provided, 
and the person so appointed shall have all the 

Eowers and be subject to all the liabilities, that 
e would have and be if elected. The board of com- 
•missioners aforesaid shall invest the said sinking 
fund in the bonds of the United States, of any of 
the New England states, and of the counties, 
cities or towns of this Commonwealth, and in 
loans secured by first mortgage of real estate, in 
the counties of Norfolk or Suffolk, and they may 
sell, transfer and re-invest the stock and securi- 
ties belonging to said sinking fund. 

Skction 4. The signature of all said commis- 
sioners must be affixed to any instruments to bind 
them, or said town. They shall keep a record of 
their proceedings; and shall annually in the 
month of February make a written report to the 
said town of the amount and conditon of said fund 
and the income thereof for the year. Their rec- 
ord and the securities belonging to said fund shall 
at all times be open to the inspection of the select- 
men or any committee of said town duly author- 
ized for that purpose. The necessary expenses of 
said commissioners shall be paid by said town; 
the treasurer of the board shall receive such com- 
pensation as shall be fixed by said town; but no 
other member of the board shall receive compen- 
sation for his services. . 

Section 5. All moneys heretofore appropriated 
and assessed by said town for the purpose of 
creating a sinking fund^ with the accrued interest 
thereon, shall be paid over to the aforesaid board 
of commissioners to be held and applied by them 
in the manner and for the purposes herein pro- 
vided for. 

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage so far as it authorizes the inhabitants of 
said town to hold a meeting and vote upon its ac- 
ceptance; and for all other purposes, when accep- 
ted by a majority of the legal voters of said town 
at a town meeting, which may be duly called and 
held previous to the first day of June next, for 
the purpose of accepting or rejecting the same. 

[Approved April 17^ 1875. 

[See amendment, Acts of 1875, Chap. 181.] 
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i§r5 

CHAPTER 181. 

An Act to amend "An Act to authorize the 
towy of b^ookline to borrow money to pay 
for the construction of sewers and for 
the establishment of a sinking fund." 

He it enacted^ etc.^ as follows : 

Section 1. The sixth section of the one hun- 
dred thirty-fourth chapter of the acts of the cur- 
rent year is hereby amended by inserting the 
words "present and voting" after the word 
"Brookline." 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved May 3^ 1875. 

On May 25th, 1875, the town voted, "That 
Chapter 134 of the Acts of the year eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy-five, as amended by an act 
approved May third, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-five, entitled, 'An Act to authorize the 
town of Brookline to borrow money to pay for the 
construction of sewers and to establish a sinking 
fund,' be and hereby is accepted." 

1§75 

CHAPTER 185. 

An Act for the laying out of public parks in 
or nbar the city of boston. 

He it enacted^ etc,^ as follows : 

Section 1. The mayor of the city of Boston, 
with the approval of the city council, shall as soon 
as may be after this act shall take effect, appoint 
three competent commissioners, who shall hold 
their offices until the expiration of terms of two, 
three and four years, respectively, from the first 
day of May, in the year eighteen hundred and 
seventy-five. The mayor shall, with like appro- 
val, before the firj^t day of May in each year after 
the year eighteen hundred and seventy-six, ap- 
point a commissioner to continue in office for the 
term of three years from said day. No person 
shall be a commissioner who is at the same time 
a member of the city council ot said city; and any 
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commissioner may at an^ time be removed by a 
concurrent vote of two-thirds of the whole of each 
branch of said council. 

Section 2. Said commissioners shall constitute 
a board of park commissioners, and any vacancy 
occurring in said board shall be filled for the resi- 
due of the term of the commissioner whose place 
is to be filled, in the same manner in which such 
commissioner was originally appointed. Said 
commissioners shall receive such compensation 
as the city council shall determine. 

Section 3. Said board shall have power to 
locate within the limits of the city of Boston, one 
or more public parks; and for that purpose, from 
time to time, to take in fee, by purchase or other- 
wise, any and all such lands as said board may 
deem desirable therefor; or to take bonds for the 
conveyance thereof to said city, to lay out, im- 
prove, govern and regulate any such park or 
parks, and the use thereof; to make rules for the 
use and government thereof, and fur breaches of 
such rules to affix penalties not exceeding twenty 
dollars for one offence, to be imposed by any court 
of competent jurisdiction; to appoint all necessary 
engineers, surveyors, clerks and other officers, 
including a police force to act in such parks; to 
define the powers and duties of such officers, and 
fix the amount of their compensation; and 
generally to do all needful acts for the proper 
execution of the powers and duties granted to or 
imposed upon said city or said board, by this act; 
provided^ however^ that no land shall be taken, or 
other thing involving an expenditure of money 
done, until an appropriation, sufficient to cover 
the estimated expense thereof, shall have been 
made by a vote of two-thirds of each branch of 
the city council of said city. 

Section 4. Said board shalL within sixty days 
after the taking of any land under this act, file in 
the registry of deeds for the county in which the 
land is situated a description thereof, sufficiently 
accurate for identifying the same. 

Section 5. Said board shall estimate and de- 
termine all damages sustained by any persons by 
the taking of land or other acts of said board in 
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the execution of the powers vested in them by 
this act; but any party aggrieved by any such de- 
termination of said board, may have his damages 
assessed by a jury of the superior court, in the 
same manner as is provided by law, with respect 
to damages sustained by reason of the laying out 
of ways m the city of Boston. 

Sbction 6. The fee of all lands taken or pur- 
chased by said board under this act shall vest in 
the city of Boston, and said city shall be liable to 
pay all damages assessed or determined, as pro- 
vided in the preceding section, and all other costs 
and expenses incurred by said board in the exe- 
cution of the powers vested in them by this act. 
Said city shall also be authorized to take and 
hold in trust or otherwise any devise, grant, gift or 
bequest that may be made for the purpose of lad- 
ing out, improving or ornamenting any parks m 
said city. 

Section 7. Any real estate in the city of Bos- 
ton, which in the opinion of said board shall re- 
ceive any benefit and advantage from the locating 
and laying out of a park under the provisions of 
this act, beyond the general advantages to all real 
estate in the citv of Boston^ may, after like notice 
to all parties interested as is provided bv law, to 
be given by the street commissioners of the city of 
Boston in cases of laying out streets in said city, 
be assessed by said board for a proportional share 
of the expense of such location and laying out: 
provided^ that the entire amount so assessed upon 
any estate shall not exceed one-half of the amount 
which said board shall adjudge to be the whole 
benefit received by it. 

Sections. No assessment shall be made as 
provided in the preceding section except within 
two years after the passage of the order, the exe- 
cutioncof which causes the benefit for which the 
assessment is made. 

Section 9. All assessments made under this 
act shall constitute a lien upon the real estate so 
assessed, to be enforced and collected by the city 
of Boston, in the same manner and with like 
charges for coste and interest as is provided by 
law for the collection of taxes ; and such assess- 
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ment may be apportioned by said [^oard iu like 
manner as assessments for benefits caused by the 
laying? out of ways may now be apportioned by 
the street commissioners of said city. 

Section 10. Any party aggrieved by any as- 
sessment made by said board as aforesaid, may 
have the amount of the benefit received by his 
estate assessed by a jury of the superior court in 
the same manner as is provided by law with res- 
pect to damages sustained by reason of the laying 
out of ways in the city of Boston. 

Section 11. When an assessment is made 
under this act upon an estate, the whole or any 
portion of which is leased, the owner of the estate 
shall pay the assessment, ^uid may thereafter col- 
lect of the lessee an additional rent for the portiun 
so leased, equal to ten per centum per annum on 
that proportion of the whole sum paid, which the 
leased portion bears to the whole estate after de- 
ducting from the whole sum so paid, any amount 
he may have received for damages to the estate 
above what he has necessarily expended on such 
estate by reason of such damages . 

Section 12. For the purpose of defraying the 
expenses incurred under the provisions of this 
act, the city council of Boston shall have author- 
ity to issue, from time to time, and to an amount 
not exceeding the amount actually expended for 
the purchase or taking of lands for i^aid parks, 
bonds or certificates of debt, to be denominated, 
on the t'^e face thereof, the "Public Park Loan," 
and to bear interest at a rate not exceeding six 
I)er centum per annum, and to be payable at such 
periods as said council may determine. For the 
redemption of such loan said council shall estab- 
lish a sinking fund sufficient, with the accumula- 
ting interest, to provide for its payment at ma- 
turity. All suras received for betterments shall 
be paid into said sinking fund, until such fund 
shall amount to a sum sufficient, with its accu- 
mulation, to pay at maturity the bonds for the 
security of which the fund was established. 

Section 13. No street or way, and no steam 
or horse railroad, shall be laid out over any por- 
tion of any park located under this act, except at 
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such places and in such manner as said board 
shall approve. 

Section 14. No military encampment, parade, 
drill, review or other military evolution or exer- 
cise, shall be held or performed on any park laid 
out as aforesaid, except with the prior consent of 
said board; nor shall any military body, without 
such consent, enter or move in military order 
within the same, except in case of riot, insurrec- 
tion, rebellion or war. 

Section 15. Said board shall annually, in the 
month of January, make to the city council of 
Boston, a full report of its doings for the preced- 
ing year, including a detailed statement of all the 
receipts and expenditures. 

Section 16. The mayor of any city adjoining 
the city of Boston may, with the approval of the 
city council of such adjoining city, appoint, and 
the inhabitants of any town adjoining the city of 
Boston may, at any legal meeting called for the 
purpose, elect park commissioners, who shall 
have powers similar to those hereinbefore given 
to the park commissioners of the city of Boston, 
to lay out and improve parks within such adjoin- 
ing city or town in conjunction or connection 
with any park laid out in Boston; and any park 
laid out by the park commissioners of such ad- 
joining city or town shall be subject to similar 
provisions to those hereinbefore made regarding 
parks in Boston, and such adjoining city or town 
shall have similar rights and be subject to similar 
duties to those hereinbefore given to and .imposed 
upon the city of Boston in relation to incurring 
debts for the purpose of defraying expenses in- 
curred under this act: provided^ however^ that 
the provisions of this section shall not apply to 
any such adjoining city that has not accepted the 
same by a vote of a majority of the legal voters at 
the annual meeting for the choice of municipal 
officers. 

Section 17. This act shall not take full effect 
unless accepted by a majority of the legal voters 
of the city of Boston, present, and voting thereon, 
by ballot and using the check-list, at meetings 
which shall be held in the several wards of said 
city on the second Wednesday of June in the 
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present year, and upon notice thereof duly given 
at least seven days before the time of said meet- 
ings; and the polls shall be opened not later than 
nine o'clock in the forenoon and closed not earlier 
than six o'clock in the afternoon of said day. In 
case of the absence of any ward officer at any 
ward meeting in said city, held for the purpose 
aforesaid, a like officer may be chosen pro tempore 
by hand vote, and shall be duly qualified, and 
shall have all the powers and be subject to all the 
duties of the regular officer at said meetings. Said 
ballots shall be **yes" or ^*no," in answer to the 
question, *^ Shall an act passed by the legislature 
of the Commonwealth, in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy-five, entitled *An Act for the 
laying out of public parks in or near the city of 
Boston,' be accepted?" Such meetings shall be 
called to order, notified, and warned by the board 
of aldermen of said city in the same manner in 
which meetings for the election of municipal 
officers are called, notified, and warned. The 
ballots given in shall be assorted, counted, and 
declared in open ward meeting, and shall be reg- 
istered in the ward records. The clerk of each 
ward shall within forty-eight hours of the close of 
the polls make return to the board of aldermen of 
the number of ballots cast in his ward in favor of 
the acceptance of this act, and of the number cast 
against its acceptance. And it shall be the duty 
of the board of aldermen to certify, as soon as 
may be to the secretary of the Commonwealth, 
the whole number of ballots cast in said city in 
favor of the acceptance of this act, and the whole 
number cast against said acceptance; and if it 
shall appear that a majority of the ballots have 
been cast in favor of acceptance, the said secre- 
tary shall immediately issue and publish his cer- 
tificate declaring this act to have been duly 
accepted. 

Section 18. So much of this act as authorizes 
and directs the submission of the question of its 
acceptance to the legal voters of the city of Bos- 
ton, shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved 
May 6, 1875. 

[This act was accepted by the town, March 30, 
1880.] 
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1877 

CHAPTER 197. 

An Act in rela^tion to the brookline station 
of the new york and new england rail- 
road company. 

JJe it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The board of railroad commission- 
ers is hereby authorized, upon the petition of 
twenty legal voters of the town of Brookline, after 
due notice to the New York and New England 
Railroad Company, and such hearing as said 
board shall deem expedient, if in the judgment of 
said commissioners the duties and obligations of 
said company or the public exigency require it, to 
order said company to construct within three 
months from the date of said order, and there- 
after to maintain upon its railroad at or near 
Cypress street in said Brookline, a station-house 
reasonably commodious for the use of passengers, 
together with sufficient platforms, and containing 
a ticket-office and separate apartments for men 
and women ; and also to stop at such station after 
said three months, all or a specified portion of its 
passenger trains crossing said Cypress street. 

Section 2. In case of the neglect or refusal of 
said company to comply with and fulfill all the 
requirements of said order, a copy of which shall 
be delivered by said board to the president, or 
some other officer of said company within ten 
days from its date, the supreme judicial court or 
any justice thereof, sitting in equity in any 
county, shall have full power forthwith to make 
and issue such orders and decrees in the premises 
as may be necessary to compel specific perfor- 
mance of the terms of said order by said com- 
pany; and for every month's delay, neglect or 
refusal on the part of said company, to comply 
with and fulfill all the requirements of said order, 
said company shall forfeit and pay, in addition, 
the sum of two hundred dollars, to be recovered 
to the use of said town in an action of tort brought 
by the selectmen in the name of said town. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage [Approved May ^ J 877. 
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1878 

CHAPTER 249. 

An Act relating to the apportionment of 
sewer and sidewalk assessments. 

J^e it enacted,, etc,,, as follows : 

Section 1. At any time within sixty days after 
notice is given of a sewer or sidewalk assessment 
on any real estate, if the owner thereof shall in 
writing notify the board making the same that he 
desires to have the amount due on said assessment 
apportioned, said board shall apportion the same 
in three equal parts, and certify such apportion- 
ment to the assessors of the city or town where 
such real estate is situated; and said assessors 
shall add one of said equal parts with the interest 
due thereon, from the date of the apportionment, 
to the annual tax of said real estate for each of 
the three years next ensuing. And all liens for 
the collection of such assessments shall continue 
in force until the expiration of two years from the 
time the last installment thereof is committed to 
the tax collector; and all sewer and sidewalk 
assessments upon real estate, which remain un- 
paid after the time stated in the order making the 
same for payment thereof, shall draw interest 
from such time until paid. 

Se(;tion "2. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage, but shall not be in force in any city or 
town unless adopted by the city council of such 
city or the inhabitants of such town. [Approved 
May 15, 1878. 

[This act was accepted by the town, Februarv 
11, 1879.] 

1879 

CHAPTER 143. 

An Act to authorize the highland street 
railway company to obtain locations of 
tracks in the town of brookline. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The Highland Street Railway 
Company is hereby authorized to obtain locations 
of tracks in the town of Brookline. 
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Section 2. The selectmen of said town shall 
have no authority to allow said company to use 
the tracks of any other street railway located in 
said town, neither shall they have authority to 
allow any other street railway to use the tracks 
of the Highland Street Railway, which may be 
located in said town 

Section :<. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved March 21^ 1879. 

I§§1 

CHAPTER 129. 

An Act in addition to the acts for the pur- 
pose OF SUPPLYING THE CITY OF BOSTON AVITH 
PURE WATER. 

_5e it enacted., etc., as follows : 

Section 1. For the purpose of supplying water 
to its inhabitants, and especially for the purpose 
of increasing the supply of water which can be 
used for its high service, the city of Boston is 
hereby authorized by 'and through the agency of 
the Boston water board to construct and maintain 
new reservoirs, and connect the same by aque- 
ducts and pipes with its present sources of water 
supply, and with its present reservoirs, aqueducts 
and pipes, and to construct and maintain new 
works and pumping-stations in connection with 
said new reservoirs ; and for this purpose may take 
and hold by purchase or otherwise any lands or 
real estate necessary therefor, situate in the cities 
of Boston or Newton, or in the town of Brookline, 
and lay said aqueducts and pipes over or under any 
water-course or any streets, turnpike roads, rail- 
roads, highways or other ways, in such manner 
as not to unnecessarily obstruct or impede the 
travel thereon ; and may enter upon and dig up 
any such roads, streets or ways, for the purpose 
of laying down said pipes beneath the surface 
thereof, and for maintaining and repairing the 
same; but always in such manner and with such 
care as not to render the roads, streets and ways 
unnecessarily unsafe or inconvenient to the public 
travel thereon. And said city of Boston in per- 
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forming said work shall not unnecessarily inter- 
fere with any existing sewers, water or gas pipes, 
and shall be subject to such reasonable regula- 
tions as to time, place and manner of digging up 
any street or ways of public travel for the purposes 
aforesaid, and the laying of said pipes, as shall be 
made by the city council of the city of Newton or 
the selectmen of the town of Brookline, within 
the limits of said city or town, for the protection 
of their rights of drainage and sewerage therein 
and the public rights of passage thereon. 

Section 2. Whenever the city of Boston shall 
dig up any street or way as aforesaid, it shall 
restore the same to as good order and condition 
as the same shall be in when such digging com- 
menced ; and the city of Boston shall at all times 
indemnify and save harmless the city of Newton 
and the town of Brookline against all damage 
which may be recovered against them respective- 
ly, and shall reimburse to them respectively all 
expenses which they shall incur by reason of any 
defect or want of repair in any street or way, 
caused by the construction of said aqueduct for 
the laying of said pipes, or by the maintaining or 
repairing the same; provided^ that the city of 
Boston shall have due and reasonable notice of all 
claims for such damages or injury, and oppor- 
tunity to make a legal defence thereto. 

Section 3. The city of Boston shall be liable 
to pay all damages that shall be sustained by any 
persons in their property by the taking of any 
land or real estate or the laying of said pipes as 
aforesaid; and any person sustaining damage as 
aforesaid may have the same ascertained, deter- 
mined, collected and paid in the manner which is 
provided in section six, seven and eight of chapter 
one hundred and sixty-seven of the acts of the 
year eighteen hundred and forty-six. 

Section 4. Upon requisition by the city coun- 
cil of the city of Newton, or the board of select- 
men of the town of Brookline, prior to the laying 
of the said aqueduct and pipes through their res- 
pective limits, the city of Boston shall insert a 
number of hydrants in said pipes at points not 
less than one thousand feet apart, to be used for 
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extinguishing fires, free of charge, and for no other 
purpose ; and said city or town shall pay to the 
city of Boston the expense of inserting and keep- 
ing in repair such hydrants as shall have been so 
inserted upon their requisitions aforesaid within 
their respective li raits. 

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its 
acceptance by the city council of the city of 
Boston. [Approved March ^^, 1881. 

1882 

PUBLIC STATUTES, CHAP. 27. 

Section 13. A town in which chapter two 
hundred and fourteen of the statutes of the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy-four has been duly 
accepted, or in which this and the following sec- 
tion have been accepted by two-thirds of the legal 
voters present and voting at an annual meeting, 
may purchase or lease lands, and erect, alter, en- 
large, repair, and improve buildings for public 
baths and wash-houses, either with or without 
open drying grounds, and may make open bathing 
places, and may fit up and furnish all of the same 
with the requisite furniture, fittings, and con- 
veniences, and may raise and appropriate money 
therefor. 

Section 14. Such town may establish rates for 
the use of such baths and wash-houses, and ap- 
point officers therefor, and may make by-laws for 
the government of such officers, and authorize 
them to make such rules and regulations as may 
seem to them expedient for the management of 
such baths and wash-houses ; but such by-laws, 
rules or regulations shall be subject to alteration 
or repeal at any time. 

[The above sections were accepted by the town, 
April 18, 1883.] 

1883 

PUBLIC STATUTES, CHAP. 36. 

Section 29. When beasts are taken up and dis- 
trained by a field driver in a town which has 
adopted the provisions of chapter three hundred 
and sixty-six of the statutes of the year eighteen 
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hundred and sixty-nine, or of this section, he 
may impound them in any suitable place on his 
own premises ; and for the purposes of this chapter 
he shall be considered a pound-keeper, and such 
place on his own premises shall be considered a 
town pound in relation to beasts therein im- 
pounded. 

[This section was accepted by the town, 
December 10, 1896.] 

Pl^BLIC STATUTES, CHAP. 60. 

Section 32. In cities in which the city council 
and in towns in which the inhabitants adopt this 
and the two following sections, or have adopted 
the corresponding provisions of earlier laws, the 
mayor and aldermen and selectmen may from 
time to time appoint, for a term not exceeding 
one year, some person or persons who shall have 
the superintendence of the hay-scales belonging 
to such city or town, and shall weigh hay offered 
for sale therein and any other article offered to 
be weighed. Such weighers of hay may be at any 
time removed by such mayor and alderman or 
selectmen. 

Section 33. The person so appointed shall con- 
form to all ordinances and by-laws established 
by the city council or selectmen respectively 
concerning the hay-scale« and concerning the 
compensation or fees for we'ghing thereon. 

Section 34. If a person not so appointed sets 
up hay-scales in a town or city for the purpose of 
weighing hay or other articles, he shall forfeit 
twenty dollars a month so long as such scales are 
continued, to be recovered in an action of tort, 
and appropriated to the use of such city or town. 

[These sections were accepted by the town, 
December 16, 1896.] 

1S83 

PUBLIC STATUTES, CHAP. 101. 

Section 1. In a city or town which adopts this 
and the four following sections, or has adopted 
the corresponding provisions of earlier statutes. 
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at a legal meeting of the city council or inhabi- 
tants of the town, if the mayor and aldermen or 
selectmen, after due Botice in writing to the 
owner of a burnt, dilapidated or dangerous build- 
ing, and a hearing of Sie matter, adjudge the 
same to be a nuisance to the neighborhood, or 
dangerous, they may make and record an order 
prescribing such disposition, alteration or regula- 
tion thereof as they may deem necessary; and 
thereupon the city or town clerk shall deliver a 
copy of the order to a constable, who shall forth- 
with serve an attested copy thereof upon such 
owner, and make return of his doings thereon to 
said clerk. 

Section 2. An owner aggrieved hy such order 
may, within three days of the service thereof 
upon him, apply for a jury to the superior court, 
if sitting in the county, or to a justice thereof in 
vacation. The court or justice shall issue a war- 
rant for a jury, to be impanelled by the sheriff 
within fourteen days from the date of the warrant 
in the manner provided in chapter forty-nine 
relating to highways; or, instead thereof, if the 
applicant for a jury so elects, and after such 
notice as the court or justice shall order to the 
adverse party or parties, shall direct a trial to be 
had at the bar of the superior court, in the same 
manner as other civil cases are there tried by 

jury. 

Section 8. The jury may affirm, annul or alter 

such order; and the sheriff, if the trial is had 

before him, shall return the verdict to the next 

term of the court for acceptance; and the ^ erdict, 

whether before the sheriff or in the superior court, 

being accepted, shall take effect as an original 

order. 

Section 4. If the order is affirmed, costs shall 
be taxed against the applicant; if it is annulled, 
the applicant shall recover damages and costs 
against the city or town; if it is altered in part, 
the court may render such judgment as to costs 
as justice shall require. 

Section 5. The mayor and aldermen of a city, 
or selectmen of a town, shall have the same 
power and authority to abate and remove any 
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such nuisance as are given to the board of health 
of a city or town in sections twenty-one, twenty- 
two and twenty -three of chapter eighty. 

[The above sections were adopted by the^town, 
November 22, 1887.] 

18§2 

PUBLIC STATUTES, CHAP. 104. 

Section 1. With the exception of Boston, each 
city or town which has adopted chapter two hun- 
dred and forty-three of the statutes of the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy-two, or which 
adopts this section, may, for the prevention of fire 
and the preservation of life, by ordinances or by- 
laws not repugnant to law, and applicable 
throughout the whole or any defined part of its 
territory, regulate the inspection, materials, con- 
struction, alteration and use of buildings and 
other structures within its limits, excepting such 
buildings and structures as are owned or occupied 
by the United States or the Commonwealth, and 
excepting also bridges, quays and wharves, and 
may prescribe penalties not exceeding one hun- 
dred dollars for each violation of such reglations. 

Section 2. In a town which has adoted chapter 
three hundred and seventy-five of the statutes of 
the year eighteen hundred and seventy, or which 
adopts this and the following section, no dwell- 
ing-house or other structure more than eight feet 
in length or breadth and seven feet in heiffht, 
except detached houses or structures situated 
more than one hundred feet from any other build- 
ing, and wooden structures erected on wooden 
wharves, shall be built within such limits as the 
town may, from time to time, prescribe, unless 
made of and covered with some incombustible 
material, or unless a special license in writing is 
granted therefor by a majority of the selectmen 
for reasons of public good or necessity, and is 
recorded in the records of the tov^-n. 

Section 3. Any building or structure erected 
in violation of the provisions of chapter three 
hundred and seventy-five of the statutes of the 
year eighteen hundred and seventy, or in viola- 
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tion of the preceding section, shall be deemed to 
be a common nuisance, without any other proof 
thereof than proof of its use. And the selectmen 
may abate and remove any such building or 
structure in the tame manner as boards of health 
may remove nuisances under sections twenty- 
one, twenty-two and twenty-three of chapter 
eighty. 

[The above sections were adopted by the town, 
November 22, 1887.] 

1882 

ACTS OF 1882, CHAP. 154. 

An Act authorizing towns and cities to lay 
out public parks within their limits. 

J?e it enacted, etc, as follows : 

Section 1. Any town in this Commonwealth 
which accepts the provisions of this act in the 
manner hereinafter prescribed may, at a legal 
meeting called for the purpose, elect three com- 
petent persons, who shall constitute a board of 
park commissioners for such town, and may pre- 
scribe their terms of office; and the mayor of any 
city which in such manner accepts said provisions 
may, with the approval of the city council, as soon 
as may be after such acceptance, appoint five 
competent persons, who shall constitute a board 
of park commissioners for such city, and who 
shall hold their offices until the expiration of 
terms of one, two, three, four and five years, res- 
pectively, from the first Monday in May next 
following such appointment; and the mayor shall, 
before the first Monday in May in each year 
thereafter, with like approval appoint one such 
commissioner to continue in office for five years 
from the expiration of the term of the commis- 
sioner then next outgoing. No person shall be 
such commissioner who is at the same time a 
selectman, or other officer of such town, or a 
member of the city council, clerk or treasurer of 
such city ; and any such commissioner may be 
removed by a vote of two-thirds of the legal voters 
of such town, at a legal town meeting called for 
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the purpose, or by a concurrent vote of two-thirds 
of the whole of each branch of such city council. 

Section 2. Any vacancy occurring in such 
board shall be filled for the residue of the term of 
the commissioner whose place is to be filled in the 
manner in which such commissioner was origin- 
ally appointed. Such commissioners shall serve 
without compensation. 

Section 3. Such board of park commissioners 
shall have the power to locate within the limits 
of their respective towns or cities a public park or 
parks, and for that purpose from time to time to 
take in fee by purchase, gift, devise, or otherwise, 
any and all such lands as they may deem desirable 
therefor, or to take bonds for the conveyance 
thereof to their respective towns or cities; to lay 
out and improve any such park or parks ; to make 
rules for the use and g:overnment thereof, and for 
breaches of such rules to affix penalties not ex- 
ceeding twenty dollars for one ofi^ence, to be im- 
posed by any court of competent jurisdiction; to 
appoint all necessary engineers, surveyors, clerks 
and other officers, including a police force to act 
in such parks; to define the powers and duties 
of such officers and fix the amount of their com- 
pensation ; and generally to do all acts needful for 
the proper execution of the powers and duties 
granted to or imposed upon such town or city or 
upon such boards by this act; provided^ however^ 
that no land shall be taken, or any other thing in- 
volving an expenditure of money be done under this 
act until an appropriation sufficient to cover the es- 
timated expense thereof shall in a town have been 
made by a vote of two-thirds of the legal voters 
present and voting in a legal town meeting called 
for the purpose, or in a city by a vote of two- 
thirds of each branch of the city council; and 
such expenditures shall in no case exceed the ap- 
propriations made therefor, and all contracts made 
for expenditures beyond the amount of such ap- 
propriations shall be void; provided^ further^ that 
in a town no taking of land otherwise than by 
purchase shall be valid unless such taking is re- 
ported to the town, filed, accepted and allowed, 
as provided by section seventy-one of chapter 
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forty-nine of the Public Statutes in the case of 
laying out town ways. 

Section 4. Such board shall, within sixty days 
after the taking of any land under this act, file 
and cause to be recorded in the registry of deeds 
for the county or district in which any land so 
taken is situated a description thereof sufficiently 
accurate for identifying the same. 

Section 5. Such board shall respectively esti- 
mate and determine all damages sustained by any 
person by the taking of land or by other acts of 
such boards in the execution of the powers vested 
in them respectively by this act; but a person 
aggrieved by any such determination of the board 
may have his damages assessed by a jury of the 
superior court in the same manner as is provided 
by law with respect to damages sustained by rea- 
son of the laying out of ways. If upon trial 
damages are increased beyond the award, the 
party in whose favor the award was made shall 
recover his costs; otherwise he shall pay costs; 
and the costs shall be taxed as in civil cases. 

Section 6. The fee of any land taken or pur- 
chased by such boards in any town or city for a 
park under this act shall vest in the town or city 
in which such park is laid out; and such town or 
city shall be liable to pay all damages assessed or 
determined, as provided in the preceding section, 
and all other costs and expenses incurred by its 
board of park commissioners in the execution of the 
powers vested in such board by this act. Any 
town or city shall also be authorized to take and 
hold in trust or otherwise any devise, grant, gift 
or bequest that may be made for the purpose of 
laying out, improving or ornamenting any park 
or parks therein. 

Section 7. The board of park commissioners 
in their respective towns and cities shall have the 
same authority to determine the value of, and 
assess upon real estate the amount of, betterments 
accruing to said real estate by the locating and 
layinff out of a park or parks under this act that 
is conferred by chapter fifty-one of the Public 
Statutes upon boards of city or town officers 
authorized to lay out streets or ways ; and the 
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provisions of the first eight sections of said chapter 
relating to ways, shall apply to such assessments 
by boards of park commissioners in respect to the 
location and laying out of parks as aforesaid ; pro- 
vided, however^ that no assessment shall be laid 
upon any real estate except such as abuts upon 
the park from the laying out of which the better- 
ment accrues, or upon a street or way bounded by 
such park. 

Section 8. Any town or city in which a public 
park is laid out under this act may raise, appro- 
priate and expend such sums of money as may be 
deemed best for the purchase and improvement 
of such park or parks, subject to the laws of this 
Commonwealth limiting municipal indebtedness. 

Section 9. For the purpose of defraying the 
expenses incurred under the provisions of this 
act, the city council of any city shall have author- 
ity to issue from time to time, and to an amount 
not exceeding the sum actually expended for the 
purchase or taking of lands for a park or parks, 
bonds or certificates of debt, to be denominated 
on the face thereof ^* Public Park Loan," and to 
bear interest at such rates and to be payable at 
such times as said city council may determine. 
For the redemption of such loan such city council 
shall establish a sinking fund sufficient, with the 
accumulating interest, to provide for the payment 
of such loan at maturity. All amounts received 
for betterment shall be paid into such sinking 
fund until such fund shall amount to a sum suffi- 
cient with its accumulations to pay at maturity 
the bonds for the security of which the fund was 
established. 

Section 10. All lands taken or held under this 
act shall be forever kept open and maintained as 
a public park or parks. No building covering 
more than six hundred square feet shall be placed 
or allowed to remain on any such park; and no 
street or way, and no steam or horse railroad, 
shall be laid out over any portion of a park located 
under this act, except at such places and in such 
manner as the board of park commissioners shall 
approve. 
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Section 11. No military encampment, parade, 
drill, review or other military evolution or exer- 
cise shall be held or performed on any park laid 
out as aforesaid except with the consent of such 
board, nor shall any miltary body without such 
consent enter or move in military order within 
such park, except in case of riot, insurrection, 
rebellion or war. 

Section 12. All such boards of park commis- 
sioners shall mate reports of their respective 
doings, including detailed statements of all 
receipts, expenditures and liabilities for the pre- 
ceding year; such reports to be made in towns 
at the annual town meetings, and at such other 
times as the town may direct, and in cities to the 
city council annually in the month of December. 

Section 13. This act shall not take full effect in 
any town or city unless accepted by a majority of 
the legal voters of such town or city present and 
voting thereon by ballot and using the check list, 
at a meeting or meetings notice whereof has been 
duly given at least seven days beforehand. Such 
ballots shall be ^^yes" or **no" in answer to the 
question, "Shall an act passed by the legisla- 
ture of the Commonwealth in the year eighteen 
hundred and eighty-two, entitled * An Act author- 
izing towns and cities to lay out public parks 
within their limits,' be accepted?" In a town 
such meetings shall be called and notified in the 
manner in which meetings for the election of town 
officers are called and notified; and in a city 
meetings to act thereon shall be held at one time 
in the usual voting places of the city, on such 
days as shall be designated by the board of alder- 
men at any regular meeting, and shall be called 
and notified by the board of aldermen in the 
manner in which meetings for the election of 
municipal officers are called and notified. The 
ballots cast shall be assorted, counted and public 
declaration made thereof in open town or ward 
meeting, and the number of ballots respectively 
cast shall be registered in the town or waid 
records, as the case may be. The clerk of each 
ward in a city shall, within forty-eight hours of 
the close of the polls, make return to the board of 
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provided, nothins: in this act shall effect any suit 
or other proceeding begun prior to said first Mon- 
day in July. 

Section 9. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved May 18^ 1882, 

1§§4 

CHAPTER 211. 

An Act to establish the salary of the 
justice of the police court of brookline. 

Be it enacted^ etc.^ as follows : 

Section 1. The annual salary of the justice of 
the police court of Brookline shall be one thou- 
sand dollars. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved May 2^ 188^, 

1§84 

CHAPTER 105. 
An Act to authorize the town of brookline 

TO ISSUE additional WATER SCRIP. 

Be it enacted^ etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The town of Brookline, for the 
purpose mentioned in section five of chapter three 
hundred and forty-three of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy-two, may issue 
notes, scrip or certificates of debt, to be denomi- 
nated on the face thereof '^Brookline Water 
Scrip," to an amount not exceeding one hundred 
thousand dollars, in addition to the sum which 
said town is now authorized to issue, to be issued 
upon the same terms and conditions, and with the 
same powers, as are granted in said chapter; 
provided^ that the whole amount of such notes, 
scrip or certificates of debt issued by said town 
for the purpose before mentioned shall not in any 
event exceed the sum of seven hundred thousand 
dollars. 



\ 
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Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage, but shall become void unless accepted by 
two-thirds of the voters of said town present and 
voting thereon at a legal town meeting called for 
that purpose within two years from the time of 
the passage of this act. [Approved March 26^ 
188Jf. 

[This act was accepted by the town, April 14, 
1884.] 

I§85 

CHAPTER 23. 

An Act to change the name of the brookline 

social club. 

Be it enacted^ etc.^ as follows : 

Section 1. The name of the Brookline Social 
Club, a corporation formed and established under 
the Public Statutes of the Commonwealth, is 
changed to Brookline Club. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. 

18§5 

CHAPTER 57. 

An Act to authorize the town of brookline 
to make annual appropriations for shade* 
trees,' shrubs or vines. 

Be it enacted^ etc.^ as follows : 

Section 1. The town of Brookline may at an 
annual meeting, by a vote of two-thirds of the 
legal voters present and voting thereon, appro- 
priate a sum not exceeding one dollar for each of 
its ratable polls in the preceding year, to be ex- 
pended by a committee of three to be chosen by 
ballot, in setting out and maintaining shade trees, 
shrubs or vines upon the public squares and high- 
ways of said town, or in premiums or in any other 
way which they may deem most effectual to en- 
courage the planting of shade trees, shrubs or 
vines upon said public squares or highways by 
the owners of adjoining real estate, or upon said 
adjoining real estate, at a distance not exceeding 
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twenty feet from said public squares or highways, 
for the purpose of shadiuR or ornamenting the 
same. 

Section 2. Any appropriations made by said 
town in pursuance of this act shall be in lieu of 
and not in addition to the moneys which towns 
are allowed to appropriate by section twelve, 
chapter twenty-seven, and section nine, chapter 
fifty-four of the Public Statutes. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage; but shall become void unless accepted by 
two-thirds of the voters of said town present and 
voting at an annual meeting within two years 
from the passage thereof. [Approved March 5, 
1885. 

[This act was accepted by the town, April 8, 
1885. ] 

1887 

CHAPTER 18. 

An Act to authorize the town of brookline 
to alter and widen beacon street within 
said town. 

Be it enacted^ etc.^ as follows : 

Section 1. The selectmen of the town of 
Brookline are hereby authorized to alter and 
widen Beacon street, a highway running through 
said town from one part of the city of Boston to 
another part of said city, in the same manner as 
if said highway were a townway; said board may 
also, in any such alteration and widening, change 
the grade of any portions of Beacon street in the 
same manner as if said highway were a townway ; 
said board may also, in any such alteration and 
widening, discontinue any portions of Beacon 
street as now existing within said town; and said 
board may also, in any such alteration and widen- 
ing of Beacon street, lay out, anywhere between 
the lateral boundaries of the way as widened, a 
bridle path for the exclusive use of persons riding 
upon horseback, planting spaces for trees and 
grass and a space for a cable railway, or other 
street railway, beside such sidewalks and carriage- 
ways as said board may think fit. 
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Section 2. The town of Brookline shall have 
power, at any town meeting duly called for that 
purpose, to accept and establish any widening 
and alteration of Beacon street made, in pursu- 
ance of the preceding section, by the said board of 
selectmen, in the manner provided by the laws of 
the Commonwealth for the acceptance by towns 
of alterations of townways; and, upon such accep- 
tance by said town, such alteration and widening, 
together with any change of grade and dis(3ontin- 
uance of any portion of said Beacon sreet made 
therein, shall become valid and effectual in law. 

Section 3. The proceedings of said board and 
of said town, in pursuance of this act, shall be 
such, in all respects, as are defined by the laws of 
the Commonwealth, applicable to the alteration of 
townways, except as herein otherwise expressly 
provided; and said board of selectmen shall have 
the same right to take the property of persons for 
the purpose of such alteration and widening, as 
they now have to take such property throughout 
said town for the alteration of townways; and 
any such taking, when such alteration and 
widening shall have been accepted and estab- 
lished by the town, as hereinbefore provided, 
shall be valid and effectual; and any person sus- 
taining damage in his property by reason of any 
such alteration and widening, or by reason of 
such change of grade or discontinuance of any 
portion of said Beacon street, shall have the same 
remedies for the recovery of compensation as are 
now provided by the laws for the compensation 
of persons sustaining damage in their property 
by the alteration of townways. 

Section 4. Said selectmen may, if they see fit, 
in making any such alteration and widening of 
said Beacon street, declare it to be made under 
the laws authorizing the assessment of better- 
ments, in which case, after the acceptance of such 
alteration and widening by the town of Brook- 
line as hereinbefore provided, the general laws 
of the Commonwealth relating to betterments 
shall apply to such alteration and widening, in 
like manner as if said highway were a town way, 
except that the betterments on account of said 
alteration and widening may be assessed at any 
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time within three years from the acceptance of 
such alteration and widening by the town of 
Brookline; and the said selectmen, at any time 
within the three years aforesaid, shall have the 
same power to assess betterments on account of 
such alteration and widening,including any change 
of grade or discontinance of any portions of Beacon 
street made therein ; and the said town, or its ap- 
propriate officers, at all times after the assess- 
ment of said betterments, shall have the same 
power to apportion, enforce and collect said 
betterments; and said betterments shall be a lien 
upon the respective estates upon which they may 
be assessed, exactly as if said betterments, in- 
stead of being assessed as aforesaid within three 
years after the acceptance by said town of such 
alteration and widening, including any change of 
grade or discontinuance of any portion of Beacon 
street made therein, had been duly assessed 
within two years after a lawful alteration of a 
town way, duly declared to be made under the laws 
authorizing the assessment of betterments, and 
made accordingly. 

Section 5. Any party aggrieved by reason of 
the assessment of betterments upon his estate, in 
pursuance of this act, shall have the same reme- 
dies for his relief as if such alteration and widen- 
ing, including any change of grade or discontinu- 
ance of any portion of Beacon street made there- 
in, were a lawful alteration of a townway, duly 
declared to be made under the laws authorizing 
the assessment of betterments, and made accord- 
ingly. 

Section 6. Said selectmen, before or at the 
time of making said alteration and widening, or 
at any time thereafter, may make an agree ai en t 
in writinjr with any person from whom land is 
taken, or who, in their opinion, suffers damages, 
by reason of said alteration and widening, or by 
reason of any change of grade or discontinuance 
of any portion of said Beacon street made therein, 
that the town of Brookline shall assume any 
betterments thereafter assessed, on account of 
said alteration and widening, upon any lands of 
said person not taken therein, and such agree- 
ment shall be binding upon said town : provided^ 
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that such person shall, on such terms as shall be 
agreed upon with the selectmen, release to said 
town all his claims for damages, on account of 
such alteration and widening, including any 
change of grade, or discontinuance of any portion 
of Beacon street made therein; and provided^ 
further, that all such agreements made before the 
acceptance of any such alteration and widening 
by the town, shall become void, unless such alter- 
ation and widening is accepted and established 
by said town. 

Section 7. From and after the acceptance by 
said town of Brookline of any such alteration and 
widening of said Beacon street, made by said 
board of selectmen in pursuance of this act, said 
Beacon street shall become and remain, within 
the limits of the town of Brookline, a townway 
to all intents and purposes. 

Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved February 18^ 1887. 

1887 

CHAPTER 99. 

An Act to authorize the town of brookline to 
provide for surface drainage and to im- 
prove the brooks and natural streams 
within the limits of said town. 

JBe it enacted^ etc,^ as follows : 

Section 1. The selectmen of the town of 
Brookline, for the purpose of surface drainage, 
may, within the limits of said town, improve the 
brooks and natural streams flowing in or through 
said town, by widening the same, removing ob- 
structions in or over the same, diverting the 
water, altering the courses or deepening the 
channels thereof; and the more effectually to 
make said improvements may take land, in fee 
simple or otherwise, not exceeding four rods in 
width, on either side of the present channels of 
any such brook or natural stream, or for new 
channels into which said waters or any surface 
waters may be diverted, within the limits of said 
town. 

Section 2. When land is taken by virtue of 
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the preceding section, the proceedings shall be 
the same as in the laying out of townways. 

Section 3. Damages occasioned by the making 
of said improvements shall be ascertained and 
recovered as in the laying out of townways. 

Section 4. At any time within two years 
after any brook or natural stream in said town is 
improved, in any of the ways mentioned in the 
tlrst section of this act, under an order declaring 
the same to be done under the provisions of law 
authorizing the assessment of betterments, if, in 
the opinion of the board of officers of said town 
authorized to lay out ways therein, any real 
estate in said town, including that, if any, a part 
of which is taken therefor, receives any benefit 
and advantage therefrom beyond the general ad- 
vantages to all real estate in said town, such 
board may determine the value of said benefit and 
advantage to such real estate, and may assess 
upon the same a proportional share of the expense 
of making such improvement; but no such assess- 
ment shall exceed one-half of such adjudged ben- 
efit and advantage, nor shall the same be made 
until the work of making such improvement is 
completed; and all laws now or hereafter in 
force in relation to the assessment and collection 
of betterments in the case of the laying out, 
altering, widening, grading or discontinuing of 
townways shall, so far as the same are applicable 
and not inconsistent with the provisions of this 
act, apply to the doings of said town and its offi- 
cers under this act ; and all persons upon whose 
estates betterments shall be assessed under the 
provisions of this act, who are aggrieved thereby, 
shall have the same remedies as are now or may 
hereafter be provided by law for the cases of per- 
sons aggrieved by the assessment or levy of 
betterments in the laying out of townways. 

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage, so far as to allow said town to vote upon 
the acceptance thereof, but shall not take full 
effect until it shall have been accepted at a legal 
town meeting held in said town. \_Approved 
March 21, 1887, 

[This act was accepted by the town, April 13, 
1887.] 
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18§7 

CHAPTER 331. 

An Act to authorize the selectmen of the 
town of brookline to lay and maintain 
a common sewer in chestnut street and 
pond avenue in the city of boston. 

JBe in enacted^ etc.^ as follows : 

Section 1. The selectmen of the town of 
Brookline are hereby authorized to lay and main- 
tain a common sewer which shall extend from any 
point in Chestnut street in said town through a 
part of Chestnut street and Pond avenue in ward 
twenty-two in the city of Boston, to connect with 
a common sewer in Pond avenue in said town. 

Section 2. All provisions of law now appli- 
cable to the assessment and collection of sewer 
assessments in said town of Brookline shall apply 
in said town to the sewer constructed under this 
act and to all sewers connected therewith, and 
the right of said selectmen to If^vy, and of the 
officers of said town to collect, all such assess- 
ments on property in said town shall not be im- 
paired by reason of the fact that said sewer or a 
portion thereof lies within the limits of the city 
of Boston. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved May 31^ 1887. 



1§8§ 

CHAPTER 60. 

An Act providing for a clerk for the police 

court of brookline. 

-56 it enacted^ etc.j as follows : 

Section 1. There shall be a clerk of the police 
court of Brookline, who shall be appointed in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of law relating to 
the appointment of clerks of police and district 
courts, and who shall enter upon the discharge of 
his duties on the first day of March in the year 
eighteen hundred and eighty-eight. 
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Section 2. Said clerk shall receive from the 
county of Norfolk an annual salary of five hun- 
dred dollars. 

Section 3. Said clerk shall be subject to ail 
the provisions of law applicable to clerks of police 
and district courts. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved February 27^ 1888. 

• 

1§§§ 

CHAPTER 131. 

An Act to provide an additional water supply 
FOR the town of brookline. 

jBe it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The town of Brookline is hereby 
authorized to take, hold and convey into and 
through said town from Charles river, at any con- 
venient point upon the same, water for the use 
of said town and the inhabitants thereof, not ex- 
ceeding one and one-half millions of gallons daily 
in addition to the one and one-half millions gallons 
daily which it is now authorized to take by 
chapter three hundred and forty-three of the acts 
of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-two, 
making the whole quantity said town is authorized 
to take three millions of gallons daily. All the pro- 
visions of said chapter three hundred and forty- 
three shall apply to the additional one and one- 
half millions of gallons daily, in the same manner 
and to the same extent as said provisions apply to 
the one and one-half millions of gallons daily 
authorized to be taken by said chapter three hun- 
dred and forty-three. 

Section 2. Said town for the purposes men- 
tioned herein and in said chapter three hundred 
and forty- three, may issue notes, scrip or certifi- 
cates of debt, to be denominated on the face 
thereof Brookline Water Scrip to an amount not 
exceeding five hundred thousand dollars in addi- 
tion to the amount of seven hundred thousand 
dollars which said town has been heretofore 
authorized to issue, to be issued upon the same 
terms and conditions and with the same powers as 
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are granted in said chapter three hundred and 
forty-three: provided^ that the whole amount of 
such notes, scrip, or certificates of debt issued by 
said town for the purposes hereiii mentioned shall 
not in any event exceed the sum of twelve hundred 
thousand dollars. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage, but shall become void unless accepted by 
two-thirds of the legal voters of said town present 
and voting thereon, at a legal town meeting called 
for that purpose within two years from the pas- 
sage of this act. {Approved March 13, 1888. 

[This act was accepted by the town, November 
8, 1888.] 

I §§9 

CHAPTER 190. 

An Act to authorize a loan for the construc- 
tion OF A PUBLIC PARK IN BROOKLINE. 

JBe it enacted^ etc., as follows : 

Section 1. For the purpose of defraying the 
cost and expenses of constructing Muddy river or 
Riverdale park, so called, in Brookline, in con- 
nection with the sanitary improvement of IMuddy 
river, the town of Brookline, by a vote passed in 
the manner provided by section seven of chapter 
twenty-nine of the Public Statutes, may authorize 
its treasurer to issue from time to time, when 
directed by the park commissioners of said town, 
negotiable bonds or certificates of indebtedness to 
the amount of one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, payable in not exceeding twenty years 
from their date, and bearing interest at a rate 
not exceeding four per centum per annum, to be 
denominated on the face thereof, Brookline Park 
Construction Loan ; said bonds or certificates shall 
not be valid unless countersigned by a majority 
at least of the board of selectmen of said town. 

Section 2. The provisions of said chapter 
twenty-nine of the Public Statutes, as far as 
applicable, and except so far as herein modified, 
shall apply to said loans: provided, that instead 
of establishing a sinking fund for the payment of 
said indebtedness, as therein provided, said town 
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may, if it sees fit, provide by a majority vote for 
the payment of said indebtedness in such annual 
proportionate payments as will extinguish the 
same at the time fixed for the maturity of said 
loans ; and if such vote is passed, the amounts re- 
quired thereby shall, without further vote, be 
assessed by the assessors in each year thereafter 
until the debt shall be extinguished, in the same 
manner as other taxes are assessed under the 
provisions of section thirty-four of chapter eleven 
of the Public Statutes. 

Section 3. The return required by section 
ninety-one of chapter eleven of the Public Stat- 
utes shall state the amount of any sinking fund 
established, and if not so established, whether 
action has been taken in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the preceding section and the amounts 
raised and applied thereunder for the current 
year. 

Skction 4. Said treasurer shall sell said bonds 
and certificates or any part thereof, from time to 
time, under the direction of the park commis- 
sioners of said town ; and shall retain the pro- 
ceeds thereof in the treasury of said town, and 
pay therefrom the expenses incurred for the pur- 
pose aforesaid. 

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved March 29^ 1889. 

I890 

CHAPTER 240. 

An Act to amend an act authorizing towns 
and cities to lay out public parks within 
their limits. 

Be it enacted^ etc,^ as follows : 

Section 1. Section one of chapter one hundred 
and fifty-four of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and eighty-two, entitled An Act author- 
izing towns and cities to lay out public parks 
within their limits, is hereby amended by striking 
out from the last sentence of said section the 
following words, ^'or other officer," and inserting 
in place thereof the words: — or treasurer or 
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clerk, — so that said section as amended shall read 
as follows: — Section 1. Any town in this Com- 
monwealth which accepts the provisions of this 
act in the manner hereinafter prescribed may, at 
a legal meeting called for the purpose, elect three 
competent persons who shall constitute a board 
of park commissioners for such town, and may 
prescribe their terms of office; and the mayor 
of any city which in such manner accepts said 
provisions may, with the approval of the city 
council, as soon as may be after such acceptance, 
appoint five competent persons who shall con 
stitute a board of park commissioners for such 
city, and who shall hold their offices until the 
expiration of terms of one, two, three, four and 
five years respectively, from the first Monday in 
May next following such appointment; and the 
mayor shall, before the first Monday in May 
in each year thereafter, with like approval 
appoint one such commissioner to continue in 
office for five years from the expiration of the 
term of the commissioner then next outgoing. 
No person shall be such commissioner who is at 
the same time a selectman, or treasurer, or clerk 
of such town, or a member of the city council, 
clerk or treasurer of such city; and any such 
commissioner may be removed by a vote of two- 
thirds of the legal voters of such town, at a legal 
meeting called for the purpose, or by a concurrent 
vote of two-thirds of the whole of each branch of 
such city council. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved April 30, 1890, 

[This act was accepted by the town, April 30, 
1890. See Acts of 1882, chap. 154.] 

I890 

CHAPTER 339. 

An Act changing the boundary between the 

city of boston and the town of brookline. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The boundary line between the city 
of Boston and the town of Brookline is hereby 
changed and established, as follows: Beginning 
at the stone boundary post in the present bound- 
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ary line between Boston and Brookline near tLe 
corner of a greenhouse on land of Quincy A. 
Shaw, said post being marked B R on its northerly 
side and B O on its southerly side, and running 
north forty-one degrees, fifty minutes, fifty-four 
seconds east, six hundied and eighty-eight and 
forty-four hundredths feet, to the southerly side 
of Chestnut street: thence south forty-nine de- 
grees, twenty-six minutes, one second east, five 
hundred and fifty-seven and two hundredths feet, 
by the southerly line of said Chestnut street to a 
point at its intersection with the continuation of 
the westerly line of Pond avenue ; thence south 
eighty-five degrees, fifty-one miimtes, seven sec- 
onds east, one hundred and seventy-two and 
seventy hundredths feet; thence north seventy- 
three degrees, fifty-four minutes, twenty-two 
seconds ea«t, one hundred and fifty-nine and 
thirty-one hundredths feet; thence north fifty-five 
degrees, fifty-eight minutes, fifty-five seconds 
east, one hundred and thirty-six and three hun- 
dredths feet ; thence north fifteen degrees, forty- 
one minutes, forty-nine seconds east, seventy-five 
and fifty-four hundredths feet; thence north 
thirty-five degrees, thirty-seven minutes, seventeen 
seconds east, forty-four and sixty-two hundredths 
feet; thence north fifty-one degrees, thirty minutes, 
fifty-two seconds east, thirty and sixty-three hun- 
dredths feet; thence north seventy degrees, forty- 
eight minutes, fifty seconds east, forty-four and 
two hundredths feet; thence south eighty-eight 
degrees, thirty-one minutes, thirty-two seconds 
east, forty-seven and fifty-six hundredths feet; 
thence north fifty-five degrees, twenty-one min- 
utes, forty-nine seconds east, thirty-three and 
sixty-five hundredths feet; thence south sixty-two 
degrees, fifty-three minutes, forty-three seconds 
east, twenty-five and thirty-five hundredths feet; 
thence north fifty-nine degrees, thirty-seven 
minutes, forty-seven sec^onds east, thirty-five and 
eighty-eight hundredths feet; thence south 
eighty-four degrees, fifteen minutes, twenty-two 
seconds ea«t, sixteen and thirty-six hundredths 
feet; thence north seventy-three degrees, two 
minutes, no seconds east, twenty-three and fifty- 
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one hundredths feet; thence north forty-eight 
degrees, sixteen minutes, fifty-seven seconds east, 
eighteen and ninety-two hundredths feet; thence 
north eighty degrees, forty-four minutes, forty- 
five seconds east, twenty-one and ninety-one 
hundredths feet; thence south sixty-seven de- 
grees, thirty-nine minutes, forty-seven seconds 
east, twenty-six and four hundredths feet; tlience 
north seventy-one degrees, two minutes, forty-two 
seconds east, twenty-one and eighty-four hun- 
dredths feet; thence north thirty-seven degrees, 
fifty-seven minutes, twenty seconds east, twenty- 
nine and six hundredths feet; thence north 
seventy degrees, twenty-two minutes, twenty 
seconds east, thirty-one and ten hundredths feet; 
thence south seventy-one degrees, ten minutes, 
seventeen seconds east, twenty-nine and forty- 
seven hundredths feet; thence north fifty-six de- 
grees, forty-six minutes, eleven seconds east, one 
hundred and fourteen and seventy-six hun- 
dredths feet; thence north twenty-one degrrees, 
thirty-one minutes, thirty-three seconds east, one 
hundred and sixty-three and twenty hundredths 
feet; thence nortti fourteen degrees, forty-three 
minutes, thirty-four seconds west, sixty-four and 
eigbty-two hundredths feet; thence north twenty- 
three degrees, no minutes, five seconds east, 
twenty-nine and sixty-three hundredths feet; 
thence north nine degrees, thirty-nine minutes, 
eighteen seconds east, fifty-seven and fifty-five 
hundredths feet; thence north fourteen degrees, 
thirty-nine minutes, forty-five seconds west, 
forty-four and twenty-seven hundredths feet; 
thence north forty degrees, forty-seven miimtes, 
fifty-seven seconds east, fifty and sixty-one hun- 
dredths feet; thence north three degrees, six 
minutes, eleven seconds east, thirty-three and 
eighty-eight hundredths feet; thence north six- 
teen degrees, twenty-five minutes, thirty-eight 
seconds east, two hundred and fifty-five and 
sixty-three hundredths feet; thence north no de- 
grees, thirty-five minutes, twenty-seven seconds 
east, one hundred three and forty-five hundredths 
feet; thence north seventeen degrees, thirty min- 
utes, forty-three seconds west, sixty-nine and 
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twenty hundredths feet; thence north two de- 
grees, fifty minutes, seven seconds east, forty and 
eighty -two hundredths feet; thence north fifteen 
degrees, forty-three minutes, twenty-four seconds 
east, fifty and thirty-one hundredths feet ; thence 
north thirty-three degrees, six minutes, nineteen 
seconds east, seventy-two and sixty hundredths 
feet; thence north forty degrees, thirty-nine min- 
utes, four seconds east, two hundred and seventy- 
six and forty hundredths feet; thence north nine- 
teen degrees, seventeen minutes, forty-eight sec- 
onds east, one thousand five hundred and eighty 
and eighty hundredths feet, to a point situated 
one hundred and sixty-three and twenty hun- 
dredths feet easterly from the centre line of Pond 
avenue measured at right angles thereto; thence 
north one degree, six minutes, twenty-six seconds 
east, three hundred and sixty-two and sixty-one 
hundredths feet; thence north thirty-three de- 
grees, thirty-five minutes, twenty seconds east, 
three hundred and eighty-six and thirty-five hun- 
dredths feet ; thence north eighteen degrees, forty 
minutes, forty-two seconds east, one hundred and 
ninety-six and forty-seven hundredths feet; thence 
north thirty-one degrees, forty-four minutes, six- 
teen seconds east, three hundred and eighty-five 
and eighteen hundredths feet, to a point situated 
eighty-seven feet easterly from the centre line of 
Brookline avenue and measured on the continua- 
tion of the southerly line of Aspinwall avenue; 
thence north thirty-seven degrees, fifty-nine min- 
utes, fifty-two seconds east, by a line parallel with 
and eighty-seven feet distant from the centre line 
of Brookline avenue, fifty feet; thence north 
thirty-nine degrees, thirty-seven minutes, twenty- 
two seconds east, three hundred and seventv and 
twenty-six hundredths feet; thence north fifty- 
two degrees, no minutes, eight seconds west, 
ninety-seven and fifty hundredths feet, to the 
centre line of Brookline avenue, intersecting said 
line at right angles ; thence on the continuation of 
the last-mentioned course for a further distance 
of ninety-seven feet; thence north thirty-four de- 
grees, forty-seven minutes, forty-one seconds east, 
two hundred and seventeen and thirty hun- 
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dredths feet; thence north thfrty-four degrees, 
thirty-six minutes, sixteen seconds west, three 
hundred and ninety-one and forty-five hundredths 
feet; thence north forty-ei^ht degrees, sixteen 
minutes, thirteen seconds west, ninety-nine and 
ten hundredths feet; thence north twenty-three 
degrees, three minutes, fifteen seconds east, four 
hundred and twenty-six and seventy-six hun- 
dredths feet ; thence north nine degrees, ten min- 
utes, forty seconds east, six hundred and eighty- 
seven and fifty-three hundredths feet; thence 
north twenty-three degrees, thirteen minutes, 
twenty-five seconds east, one hundred and 
seventy-three and sixty-seven hundredths feet; 
thence north thirty-nine degrees, fifteen minutes, 
eight seconds east, three hundred and fifty-seven 
and ninety-nine hundredths feet; thence north 
sixty-eight degrees, fifty-nine minutes, nine 
seconds east, three hundred and fourteen and 
thirty-six hundredths feet; thence north forty- 
one degrees, fifty-five minutes, six seconds east, 
one hundred and one and ninety-eight hun- 
dredths feet; thence north four degrees, forty- 
eight minutes, sixteen seconds east, one hundred 
and sixty-five and seventy-six hundredths feet; 
thence north fifty-eight degrees, twenty-five min- 
utes, fifty-nine seconds east, five hundred and 
seven and nine hundredths feet; thence north 
forty-three degrees, thirty-seven minutes, twenty- 
five seconds east, four hundred and one and 
ninety-seven hundredths feet, to a point situated 
on the continuation southerly of the easterly line 
of St. Mary's street, and four hundred and eighty- 
three and seventy-eight hundredths feet from the 
southerly side-line of Monmouth street; thence 
north twenty degrees, fourteen minutes, eighteen 
seconds west, by the continuation of the said 
easterly line of St. Mary's street, thirty feet to 
the present boundary line between Boston and 
Brookline. Said new boundary line is shown by a 
red line delineated on a plan drawn by Alexis H. 
French, dated February first, eighteen hundred 
and ninety, entitled *^Plan showing a proposed 
change in the boundary line between Boston and 
Brookline, Massachusetts," on file in the office of 
the secretary of the Commonwealth. 
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Section 2. The inhabitants of the territory 
hereby set off from the city of Boston shall con- 
tinue to have all the rights of such inhabitants of 
the city of Boston which they now have, and be 
subject to all the liabilities appertaining to such 
inhabitants of said city to which they are now 
subject, until they shall have acquired a new 
domicile according to law; and no person shall 
by virtue of the change of boundary hereby made 
acquire a settlement in the town of Brookline; 
but all persons residing on the territory hereby 
set off from the city of Boston, who at the present 
time have a settlement in the city of Boston, shall 
continue to have a settlement in said city until 
they shall have acquired a new settlement accord- 
ing to law; and nothing contained in this act 
shall be construed so as to impair in any way the 
rights of any person who may be in the process of 
acquiring a settlement in said city of Boston ; and 
the inhabitants of the territory hereby set off 
from the town of Brookline shall continue to have 
all the rights of such inhabitants of the town of 
Brookline which they now have and be subject 
to all the liabilities appertaining to such inhabi- 
tants of said town to which they are now subject 
until they shall have acquired a new domicile ac- 
cording to law ; and no person shall by virtue of 
the change of boundary hereby made acquire a 
settlement in the city of Boston, but all persons 
residing on the territory hereby set off from said 
town of Brookline, who at the present time have 
a settlement in the town of Brookline, shall con- 
tinue to have a settlement in said town until they 
shall have acquired a new settlement according to 
law ; and nothing contained in this act shall be 
construed so as to impair in any way the rights 
of any person who may be in process of acquiring 
a settlement in said town of Brookline. 

Section 3. The city of Boston and the town 
of Brookline shall, notwithstanding this act, re- 
main respectively liable for all damages for the 
taking of land or other acts done by the board of 
park commissioners of said city and town respec- 
tively prior to the passage of this act; and all 
remedies and proceedings for the recovery of such 
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damages shall remain in all respects the same as 
if this act had not been passed. 

Section 4. The city of Boston shall, within 
sixty days after the passage of this act, convey in 
fee simple to the town of Brookline all the land 
which said city has heretofore acquired for the 
park authorized by chapter one hundred and 
eighty-five of the acts of the year eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy-five and which is hereby set off 
from the city of Boston, but not including: any 
buildings which may be thereon, to be held by 
said town for the purposes of said park ; and the 
town of Brookline shall in like manner within 
sixty days after the passage of this act convey in 
fee simple to the city of Boston, to be held by 
said city for the purposes of said park, all the 
land which said town has heretofore acquired for 
said park and which is hereby set ofl" from the 
town of Brookline, but not including any build- 
ings which may be thereon ; and said town shall 
also pay to said city of Boston twenty thousand 
dollars, to be held by the city treasurer subject to 
the requisitions of the board of park commis- 
sioners of the city of Boston, in payment for the 
lands taken for said park; and the park commis- 
sioners of said town may apply to the payment of 
said sum any moneys heretofore appropriated 
by said town for the acquisition of land within 
said town for the park authorized by said chapter 
one hundred and eighty-five of the acts of the 
year eighteen hundred and seventy-five; and in 
computing for the assessment of betterments the 
expense of the location and laying: out of so much 
of said park as shall after the passage of this act 
be within the limits of the town of Brookline, 
there may be included the said sum of twenty 
thousand dollars and the actual cost to said town 
of the land heretofore acquired for said park in 
said town and hereby set off from said town ; and 
in computing for the assessment of betterments 
the expense of the location and laying out of so 
much of said park as shall after the passage of 
this act be within the limits of the city of Boston, 
there may be included the actual cost to said city 
of the land heretofore acquired for said park in 
said city and hereby set off from said city. 
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Section 5. The park commissioners of the 
town of Brookline may agree with the directors 
of the Boston & Albany Railroad Company upon 
any change of the location of the railroad in said 
town of Brookline which said park commissioners 
may think expedient, and said railroad company, 
and said park commissioners on behalf of said 
town, may by appropriate conveyances exchange 
any lands in said town in order to consummate 
such agreement; and in case of such conveyance, 
without further proceedings said railroad com- 
pany shall acquire title for all railroad purposes 
to the land conveyed to it by said park commis- 
sioners, and the town of Brookline shall acquire 
title for park purposes to the land in said town 
conveyed to it by said railroad company. 

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved May 27^ 1890, 

CHAPTER 170. 

An Act to give towns jurisdiction over high- 
ways AND COUNTY BRIDGES. 

13 e it enacted^ etc,^ as follows : 

Section 1. Any town which shall have ac- 
cepted this act, as hereinafter provided, shall 
have and may exercise original and concurrent 
jurisdiction with the county commissioners of 
petitions for altering, widening, locating anew 
and making specific repairs lipon any highway or 
county bridge within such town: provided^ how- 
eiwr^ that such town shall not have the power to 
discontinue any highway or county bridge, but in 
altering, widening or locating: the same anew may 
discontinue such portions of the same as may be- 
come unnecessary for the public use; and pro- 
vlded^ also^ that such discontinuance shall not 
diminish the former width of such highway or 
bridge. The town shall have no right to assess 
any part of the expense upon the county. 

Section 2. The proceedings of the town and 
its officers in exercising the powers aforemen- 
tioned, and the remedies of parties whose rights 
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are affected thereby, shall be the same as those 
provided by law in the case of town ways. 

Section 3. In any town which has accepted 
this act, and which has accepted the provisions 
of chapter one hundred and sixty-nine of the acts 
of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-nine or 
of chapter three hundred and eighty-two of the 
acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-one 
or of the first nine sections of chapter fifty-one of 
the Public Statutes, the provisions of law above 
referred to shall apply to the action of such towii 
taken in pursuance of this act, in relation to any 
highway or county bridge therein. 

Section 4. On appeals to the county commis- 
sioners from the action of the selectmen or of the 
town the county commissioners shall give not less 
than fourteen days' notice to all parties inter- 
ested, in the same manner and to the same persons 
as required in the laying oat of town ways, and 
also by causing a copy of such notice to be pub- 
lished in such newspaper as they shall order, not 
less than seven days before any hearing. At such 
hearing the county commissioners may finally 
decide such appeal. 

Section 5. Nothing in this act shall be con- 
strued as in any way affecting the provisions of 
sections one hundred and seventeen to one hun- 
dred and thirty-ei^ht inclusive of chapter one hun- 
dred and twelve of the Public Statutes, or of 
chapter four hundred and twenty-eight of the 
acts 01 the year eighteen hundred and ninety or 
any acts passed in amendment thereof. 

Section 6. Within two weeks after any town 
has taken final action in pursuance of this act in 
relation to any highway or county bridge therein, 
the town clerk of such town shall send to the 
county commissioners a certified copy of the 
record of the town of such final action, and the 
county commissioners shall cause said certified 
copy to be recorded in the same manner that the 
proceedings of the county commissioners in rela- 
tion to highways or county bridges are recorded 
by them. 

Section 7. Within ten days after the accep- 
tance of this act by any town, in the manner 
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hereinafer provided, the town clerk of such town 
shall send a certitled copy of the vote accepting 
the same to the county commissioners and also to 
the secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage so far as to allow any town to vote upon 
the acceptance hereof; but shall take full effect 
in any such town only after it shall have been ac- 
cepted by a majority of the voters of such town 
present and voting thereon by ballot at a town 
meeting called for that purpose. The ballots 
shall be furnished by the town and shall be in the 
following form : — Shall the act entitled '' an act 
to give towns jurisdiction over highways and 
county bridges," be accepted? Yes. (or) No. 

[Approved April 6, 1891, 

[This act was accepted by the town, May 20, 
1891.] 

CHAPTER 69. 
An Act relating to the laying out of ways in 

THE TOWN OF BROOKLINE. 

£e it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. In the laying out, locating anew, 
altering or widening of ways in the town of 
Brookline, whether made under the provisions of 
law authorizing the assessment of betterments or 
not, the selectmen of said town and the county 
commissioners of Norfolk county shall have 
power to lay out and reserve, between the side 
lines of such ways, spaces for the special use of 
persons riding on horseback ; for the special use 
of street railways, whether operated by animal or 
other power, on such conditions and subject to 
such regulations as the selectmen of the said 
town may from time to time adopt, and for special 
use as planting spaces ; provided, however, that no 
way in said town, laid out, located anew, altered 
or widened by said selectmen under this act, shall 
be established until the same shall have been ac- 
cepted and allowed by said town, in town meeting, 
in the manner now or hereafter provided by law 
for the acceptance and allowance by towns of 
town ways. 
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Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage so far as to allow said town to vote upon 
the acceptance thereof, but shall not take full 
effect until the same shall have been accepted by 
a majority of the voters of said town present and 
voting by ballot at a town meeting called for this 
purpose. [Approved March 16^ 1892, 

[This act was accepted by the town, March 30, 
1892.] 

1893 

CHAPTER 164. 
An Act to provide for the abolition of the 

GRADE CROSSING AT ST. MARY's STREET IN 
BROOKLINE ON THE BOSTON AND ALBANY RAIL- 
ROAD. 

£e it enacted^ etc,^ as follows : 

Section 1. The superior court and any com- 
mission appointed thereby, in proceedings already 
taken or which may hereafter be taken for the 
discontinuance of the crossing at srrade of St. 
Mary's street in Brookline and the main line of 
the Boston & Albany railroad, are authorized to 
discontinue, under the provisions of chapter four 
hundred and twenty-eight of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and ninety and acts in amend- 
ment thereof, the said crossing, by prescribing 
the manner and limits within which a new street or 
streets shall be constructed, and a bridge at or 
within seven hundred feet easterly from the 
present location of said grade crossing shall be 
made over said railroad, with like proceedings and 
like apportionment of cost and expenses, and like 
ascertainment and payment of damages, as if said 
St. Mary's street was a public way in the town 
of Brookline, and as if said new street or streets 
and said bridge were in the town of Brookline. 
Said bridge and its approaches shall, after its 
completion be maintained as provided in section 
six of the said chapter. 

Section 2. Any owner of private rights of 
way over said railroad at St. Mary's street, whose 
private rights of way are injured or destroyed by 
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any discontinuance of said crossing, as herein- 
before provided, may recover damages therefor in 
the manner damages may be recovered under said 
chapter and acts in amendment thereof. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved April IS, 1892, 

1S92 

CHAPTER 427. 

An Act to authorize the town of brookline to 

ISSUE certain bonds. 

Se it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The votes of the town of Brookline 
passed at its meeting held on the twenty-seventh 
day of October in the year eighteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and at its annual meeting in the 
present year, authorizing the issue of bonds to the 
amount of eighty thousand dollars and one hun- 
dred and twenty-five thousand dollars respec- 
tively, in order to defray the expense of construct- 
ing Muddy river or Riverdale park in said town, 
and the bonds issued under said votes are hereby 
ratified and confirmed, and the bonds authorized 
by said votes not already issued may be issued 
forthwith; and said town, in addition to said 
bonds, may hereafter issue, in the manner defined 
by chapter one hundred and ninety of the acts of 
the year eighteen hundred and eighty-nine, bonds 
to an amount not exceeding three hundred 
thousand dollars for the purpose of finishing 
the construction of said park. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved June 16, 1892, 

1§93 

CHAPTER 462. 

An Act to authorize the establishment of a 
building line on public ways. 

Be it enacted, etc, as follows : 

Section 1. The board or officers having au- 
thority to lay out city or town ways may in the 
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manner prescribed by law for giving notice of an 
intention to lay out any such way, give notice of 
an intention to establish a building line parallel 
to, and not more than twenty-live feet distant 
from, any exterior line of a highway or city or 
town way, and after said notice may pass a vote 
establishing such building line, and in the case 
of a city, upon the recording of said vote in the 
records of the city, or in a town, upon the accep- 
tance of said vote by the inhabitants of the town 
at a town meeting called as provided by law, said 
building line shall be established; and until 
another building line shall thereafter be estab- 
lished in the same manner, no structure shall 
thereafter be erected, placed or maintained be- 
tween such building line and such way, except 
that steps, windows, porticos and other usual 
projections appurtenant to the front wall of a 
building, may be allowed in such restricted space, 
to the extent prescribed in the vote establishing 
such building line. 

Section 2. Any person sustaining damage by 
reason of the establishment of such building line 
shall have the same remedies for obtaining pay- 
ment therefor as may be prescribed by law for 
obtaining payment for damages sustained by the 
laying out of a highway in such city or town. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect in any 
city when accepted by the city council thereof, 
and in any town when accepted by a majority of 
the legal voters thereof piesent and voting there- 
on at a town meeting called for the purpose. 

[Approved June P, 189S. 

[This act was accepted by the town, April 22, 
1896.] 



I §93 

CHAPTER 417. 

Section 101. Whenever a town shall by vote 
accept the provisions of this section, the selectmen 
thereof shall, within sixty days after such accep- 
tance, arrange a division of the town into con- 
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venient voting precincts for the choice of all 
officers which are elective by the people, except 
town officers. In arranging such division they 
shall, so far as possible, make the middle lines of 
streets or ways or other natural or well-defined 
limits the boundaries of the proposed precincts, 
and shall designate them by numbers or letters. 
They shall, when the same is completed, ^le a 
report of their doings with the town clerk, which 
report shall include a map or description of the 
proposed new precincts, designated by numbers 
or letters, as the case may be, and defined clearly 
and, so far as possible, by known boundaries, and 
their report shall also include a statement of the 
number of registered male voters in each proposed 
precinct, according to the registration made for 
the preceding annual state or town election, as 
the case may be. The report shall be presented 
by the town clerk to the town at the next suc- 
ceeding town meeting, but it shall not be acted 
upon except at a meeting duly called for the pur- 
pose, and held seven days at least after the report 
has been filed as aforeasid with the town clerk. 
The division so arranged by the selectmen may. 
be modified or amended at a meeting so held, and 
when adopted either in its original or amended 
form, by a majority of the legal voters then present 
and voting thereon, shall be operative. All elec- 
tions of state officers thereafter in such town shall 
be held in the precincts so established, except that 
an election taking place after such division has 
been made, but before voting lists for each pre- 
cinct have been prepared and copies thereof have 
been posted in the manner and for the number of 
days required by law, shall be held in the manner 
in which elections had previously been held in 
such town. 

[This section was accepted by the town, May 
29, 1894.] 
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1§94 

CHAPTER 132. 

An Act relating to precinct voting in towns 

at annual elections. 

JBe it enacted^ etc,^ as follows : 

Section 1. Towns which Jbave been or shall 
hereafter be divided into precincts^ under the 
provisions of section one hundred and one of 
chapter four hundred and seventeen of the acts of 
the year eighteen hundred and ninety-three, may, 
for their annual election in February, March or 
April, establish precinct voting for all town 
officers to be chosen at said election and for vot- 
ing on the question of granting licenses for the 
sale of intoxicating liquors in the town, subject 
to all the provisions of law now applying to pre- 
cinct voting in towns at national or state elec- 
tions. In towns voting to accept the provisions 
of this act all matters to be considered at the an- 
nual town meeting, other than the election of 
town officers and votes on the question of grant- 
ing licenses for the sale of intoxicating liquors in 
the town, shall be brought before the town at a 
meeting to be held within thirty days after the 
date of the annual election, and in no case later 
than the thirtieth day of April. The time and 
place of holding such subsequent meeting shall 
be stated in the warrant for the annual election 
provided for by this act; and said election, subse- 
quent meeting and its adjournments shall all be 
regarded as parts of the annual town meeting, and 
the election of a moderator shall be the first busi- 
ness in order at said subsequent meeting. 

Section 2. The town clerk, upon receipt of 
the returns from the several precincts, shall 
forthwith, in conjunction with the board of regis- 
trars of voters, canvass the same and shall im- 
mediately declare the result and shall notify the 
persons chosen as town officers in the manner 
provided in section two hundred and seventy- 
eight of chapter four hundred and seventeen of 
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety- 
three ; and said chapter four hundred and seven- 
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teen is hereby made applicable to elections held 
under this act, in so far as the same is not incon- 
sistent therewith. Petitions for the recounting 
of votes cast for any officer or officers shall be 
made to the board of registrars of voters, who 
shall conduct the recount in conformity with the 
provisions and requirements of the laws relating 
thereto and shall have all the powers and duties 
of a moderator in like cases. Nothing in this act 
shall be construed as authorizing precinct voting 
in special elections of town officers to fill a va- 
cancy or otherwise. 

Section 3. All acts and parts of acts inconsis- 
tent herewith are hereby repealed. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage, but shall not be binding upon any town 
until its acceptance by a majority of the legal 
voters of the town present and voting thereon at 
a meeting legally called for the purpose, held at 
least fourteen days before the annual town meet- 
ing. [Approved March 17^ 1894., 

[This act was accepted by the town. May 29, 
1894.] 

1894 

CHAPTER 267. 
An Act extending the provisions of the civii. 
service act to towns having a population 
of twelve thousand inhabitants or over. 

£e it enacted^ etc,^ as follows : 

Section 1. The provisions of chapter three 
hundred and twenty of the Acts of the year eigh- 
teen hundred and eighty-four, entitled '*An Act 
to improve the civil service of the commonwealth 
and the cities thereof," and of all acts in amend- 
ment thereof and in addition thereto, are hereby 
extended and made applicable to all towns of the 
commonwealth having a population of 12,000 in- 
habitants or over. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect in any 
such town upon its acceptance by a majority of 
the legal voters of said town present and voting 
thereon at a town meeting called for the purpose. 

[Approved April 17^ 1894. 

[This act was accepted by the town, May 29, 
1894.] 
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1894 

CHAPTER 278. 
An Act to extend the time within which 
certain debts incurred by the town of 
brookline may be made payable. 

£e it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The town of Brookline is hereby 
authorized when contracting debts for the pur- 
chase of school lots, for the construction of school 
buidliugs, and for the laying out, locating anew, 
altering or widening of ways in said town, to 
make all such debts payable within a period not 
exceeding twenty years. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect when 
accepted by the town of Brookline. 

[Approved April 18, 1894, 

[This act was accepted by the town, May 29, 
1894.] 

1§94 

CHAPTER 324. 

An Act relative to the reservation of 
spaces in public ways. 

Se in enacted, etc, as follows : 

Section 1. The board of officers authorized to 
lay out streets, townways or highways in a city 
or town may, whether any such street or way is 
laid out under the provisions of law authorizing 
the assessment of betterments or not, reserve 
between the side lines thereof special space for 
the use of persons riding on horseback, special 
space for the use of street railways, whether 
operated by animal power, electricity, or any 
other motive power except steam, special space 
for drains and sewers, and electric wires used for 
any purpose, and special space for trees, grass and 
for planting. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect in any 
city upon it acceptance by the city council thereof 
and in any town upon its acceptance by the in- 
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habitants thereof at any annual or special meet- 
ing called for the purpose. [Approved April 
27, 189 J^, 

[This act was accepted by the town, May 29, 
1894.] 

IS94 

CHAPTER 455. 

An Act relative to the licensing of plumbers 
and the supervision op the business of 
plumbing. 

Be it en.acted, etc, as follows : 

Section 1. No person, firm or corporation shall 
engage in or work at the business of plumbing, 
either as a master or employing plumber, or as a 
journeyman plumber, unless such person, firm or 
corporation has received a license or certificate 
therefor in accordance with the provisions of this 
act. The words ^^practical plumber," as used in 
this act, shall be deemed to mean, a person who 
has learned the business of plumbing, by working 
for at least two years either as an apprentice or 
under a verbal agreement for instruction, and 
who has then worked for at least one year as a 
first-class journeyman plumber. The word 
^^ journeyman," as used in this act, shall be 
deemed to mean one who personally does any 
work in plumbing: which is subject to inspec- 
tion, under chapter four hundred and nineteen of . 
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety- 
two, or under any ordinance, by-law, rule or regu- 
lation made under the authority of this act. 

Section 2. Any person not engaged in or 
working at the business of plumbing prior to the 
tenth day of July in the year eighteen hundred 
and ninety-three, and desiring to engage in or 
work at said business, either as a master or em- 
ploying plumber, or as a journeyman plumber, 
shall apply to the board of health having jurisdic- 
tion in the locality where he intends to engage in 
or work at said business, except in cities or towns, 
where the inspector of buildings has control of 
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the enforcement of the regulations regarding 
plumbing, where such application shall be made 
to the inspector of buildings, and shall, at such 
time and place as may be designated by the board 
of examiners hereinafter provided for, to whom 
such applications shall be referred, be examined 
as to his qualifications for such business. On or 
before the first day of September in the year eigh- 
teen hundred and ninety-four every master or 
employing plumber, and every journeyman 
plumber, engaged in or working at the business 
of plumbing in this Commonwealth prior to the 
tenth day of July in the year eighteen hundred 
and ninety-three, and desiring to engage in or 
work at said business in any city or town where 
licenses for plumbers are required, shall person- 
ally register his name and address at the office of 
the board of health or of the inspector of build- 
ings, to whom applications for licenses are to be 
made in such city or town, and state after being 
sworn where and how long h6 has been engaged 
in or has worked at said business and whether as a 
master or employing plumber, or as a journey- 
man plumber. Said board of health or inspector 
of buildings, if satisfied that the person so regis- 
tering was actually engaged in or working at said 
business prior to said date shall thereupon issue 
to him a certificate, setting forth that he was en- 
gaged in or working at the business of plumbing 
either as a master or employing plumber, or as a 
journeyman plumber, as the case may be, prior to 
the tenth day of July in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and ninety-three, and authorizing him to 
engagre in or work at said business, either as a 
master or employing plumber, or as a journeyman 
plumber. The fee for a certificate for a master or 
employing plumber shall be two dollars; for a 
journeyman plumber it shall be fifty cents. Said 
certificates shall be vaild and have force through- 
out the Commonwealth. In the case of a firm or 
corporation the examining and licensing of, or 
the registration of and granting a certificate to, 
any one member of the firm or the manager of the 
corporation shall satisfy the requirements of this 
act. 
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Section 3. There shall be in every city, and 
in each town of five thousand inhabitants or more, 
and in each town having a system of water supply 
or sewerage, a board of examiners of plumbers, 
consisting of the chairman or such other member 
of the board of health as said board may designate, 
and in cities or towns having an inspector of 
buildings the inspector of buildinffs of said city 
or town, who shall be members ex-officio of said 
board and serve without compensation, and a 
third member who shall be a practical plumber 
of at least five years' continued practical exper- 
ience either as a master or as a journeyman dur- 
ing the years next preceding the date of appoint- 
ment. Said third member shall be appointed by 
the board of health of said city or town within 
three months from the passage of this act, for the 
term of one year from the first day of May in the 
year of appointment, and thereafter annually 
before the first day of June, and shall be allowed 
a sum not exceeding five dollars for each day of 
actual service, to be paid from the treasury of said 
city or town : provided, that if in any city or town 
there is no inspector of buildings, said board of 
health shall also appoint the second member of 
said board of examiners, whose term of office and 
compensation shall be the same as is heretofore 
provided for said third member. 

Section 4. Said board of examiners shall, as 
soon as may be after the appointment of said third 
member, meet and organize by the selection of a 
chairman, and shall then designate the times and 
places for the examination of all applicants desir- 
ing to engage in or work at the business of plumb- 
ing within their respective jurisdictions. Said 
board shall examine said applicants as to their 
practical knowledge of plumbing, house drainage 
and plumbing ventilation, and shall submit the 
applicant to some satisfactory form of practical 
test, and if satisfied of the competency of the ap- 
plicant shall so certify to the board of health or 
inspector of buildings in their respective city or 
town. Said board or inspector shall thereupon 
issue a license to such applicant, authorizing him 
to engage in or work at the business of plumbing. 
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either as a master or employing plumber, or as a 
journeyman plumber. The fee for a license for a 
master or employing plumber shall be two dollars ; 
for a journeyman plumber it shall be fifty cents. 
Said licenses shall be valid and have force through- 
out the Commonwealth, and shall be renewed 
annually upon a payment of a fee of fifty cents. 
In case of removal beyond the jurisdiction of the 
board or inspector issuing the original license it 
may be renewed by any board having like author- 
ity. 

Section 5. Th^ board of health, or inspector 
of buildings where such inspector has control of 
the enforcement of the regulations regarding 
plumbing, of each city and town mentioned in 
section three of this act, shall, within three 
months from the passage of this act, appoint one 
or more inspectors of plumbing, who shall be 
practical plumbers of at least five years' continued 
practical experience, either as masters or as jour- 
neymen, during the years next preceding the date 
of appointment, and who shall hold office until 
removed by said board or inspector for cause, 
which must be shown. All such inspectors shall 
before appointment be subjected to an examina- 
tion before the civil service commission. The 
compensation of such inspectors shall be deter- 
mined by the board or inspector appointing them, 
subject to the approval of the city council or 
selectmen, and shall be paid from the treasury of 
their respective cities or towns. Said inspectors 
shall inspect all plumbing work for which permits 
are hereafter granted within their respective juris- 
diction, in process of construction, alteration or 
repair, and shall report to said board or inspector 
all violations of any law, ordinance, by-law, rule 
or regulation relative to plumbing work; and also 
perform such other appropriate duties as may be^ 
required. The approval of any plumbing: by any' 
other inspectors than those provided for under 
this act shall not be deemed a compliance with 
the provisions thereof. 

Section 6. No inspector of plumbing in any 
city or town shall inspect or approve any plumb- 
ing work done by himself, or any person by whom 
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he is employed, or who is employed by or with 
him, but in each city or town subject to the pro- 
visions of this act the board of health shall ap- 
point an additional inspector of plumbing, in the 
same manner and subject to the same qualifica- 
tions as the regular inspector of plumbing, whose 
duty it shall be to inspect, in the manner pre- 
scribed in this act, plumbing work done by the 
regular inspector or any person by whom he is 
employed, or who is employed by or with him. 
Said additional inspector shall have authority to 
act in case of the absence or inability of the 
regular inspector, and shall receive for his ser- 
vices such compensation as the regular inspector 
would for a like duty. The provisions of this 
section shall not apply to any city or town which 
has heretofore established or may hereafter estab- 
lish an annual salary for the position of inspector 
of plumbing, and in any such city or town no in- 
spector of plumbing shall engage in or work at 
the business of plumbing. 

Section 7. Each city or town of five thousand 
inhabitants or more, and every town having a 
system of water supply or sewerage, shall by ordi- 
nance or by-law, within six months from the 
passage of this act, prescribe rules and regula- 
tions for the materials, construction, alteration 
and inspection of all pipes, tanks, faucets, valves 
and other fixtures by and through which waste 
water or sewage is used and carried and provide 
that no such nipes, tanks, faucets, valves or other 
fixtures shall be placed in any building in such 
city or town except in accordance with plans 
which shall be approved by the board of health of 
such city or town, or the inspector of buildings, 
where such inspector has control of the enforce- 
ment of the regulations regarding plumbing; and 
shall further provide that no plumbing work shall 
be done, except in the case of repair of leaks, 
without a permit being first issued therefor, upon 
such terms and conditions as such cities or towns 
shall prescribe. But nothing in this section shall 
prevent boards of health from making such rules 
and regulations in regard to plumbing and house 
drainage hitherto authorized by law, which are 
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not inconsistent with any ordinance or by-law 
made under the authority of this section by the 
respective cities or towns within which such 
boards of health have jurisdiction. The provi- 
sions of this section shall not apply to the city of 
Boston or to any officer or board thereof. 

Section 8. Any person violating any provi- 
sion of this act, or any ordinance, by-law, rule 
or regulation made thereunder, shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and be subject to a fine 
not exceeding fifty dollars for each and every vio- 
lation thereof, and if such person has received a 
license under this act his license may be revoked 
by the board or inspector issuing the same; and 
if such violation was committed in a city or town 
other than that where he received his license, the 
board of health or inspector of buildings having 
jurisdiction may forbid him to engage in or work 
at the business of plumbing for a period not ex- 
ceeding one year in the city or town where the 
violation was committed. If any person to whom 
a certificate has been issued under this act 
violates any provision thereof, or any ordinance, 
by-law, rule or regulation made thereunder, 
either the board of health or inspector of build- 
ings issuing his certificate, or the board of health 
or inspector of buildings having jurisdiction 
where such violation was committed, may forbid 
him to engage in or work at the business of 
plumbing in such city or town for a period not 
exceeding one year. Any person engaging in or 
working at the business of plumbing in any city 
or town where he has been forbidden so to do 
under this section shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and be subject to a fine not exceed- 
ing one hundred dollars for every offence. Any 
city or town mentioned in section three of this act 
refusing to comply with any of the provisions of 
this act shall forfeit the sum of fifty dollars to the 
use of the Commonwealth for every month during 
which such neglect may continue. 

Section 9. The provisions of this act shall 
apply to all persons who are now or may here- 
after be learning the business of plumbing, when 
they are sent out to do the work of a journeyman 
plumber. 
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Section 10. Any person now holding an ap- 
pointment as inspector of plumbing may retain 
his position, and, without further examination, 
be deemed to have been appointed under this act. 

Section 11. The boards of health and in- 
spectors of buildings hereinbefore mentioned may 
expend such portion of all fees collected by them 
under this act as shall become necessary to prop- 
erly perform all duties imposed by the passage 
of this act. The said boards or inspectors shall 
annually, before the first day of June, make a full 
report in detail to their respective cities or towns 
of all their proceedm^s during the year under 
this act. 

Section 12. All acts or parts of acts incon- 
sistent herewith are hereby repealed. The pro- 
visions of this act so far as they are the same as 
those of chapter four hundred and seventy-seven 
of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
ninety-three shall be construed as a continuation 
of that chapter and not as new enactments. 

[Approved June 6, 189 Jf. 

[See Chapter 453, Acts of 1895, accepted by 
the town Oct. 24, 1895.] 

1§95 

CHAPTER 453. 
An Act relative to plumbing. 

Be it enacted^ etc.^ as follows : 

Section 1. The provisions of chapter four hun- 
dred and fifty-five of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and ninety-four shall not be operative in 
any town until accepted by vote of a majority of 
the voters of such town present and voting there- 
on at a town meeting, and the provisions of 
section seven of said chapter shall not be opera- 
tive in any city until accepted by vote of its city 
council. 

Section 2. Any city may, by vote of its city 
council, exempt from the provisions of said chap- 
ter four hundred and fifty -five any or all of its 
territory lying outside of the limits of the water 
supply of such city, or unconnected with a com- 
mon sewer. [Approved June 4^ 1895. 

[This act was accepted by the town October 24, 

1895.] 
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I §95 

CHAPTER 166. 

An Act relative to the regulation and super- 
vision OF WIRES OVER STREETS OR BUILDINGS 
IN THE TOWN OF BROOKLINE. 

JBe it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. Every person or corporation, private 
or municipal, owning or operating a line of wires 
over streets or buildings in the town of Brookline 
shall use only wires that are suitable and strong; 
and shall suitably and safely attach them to 
strong and sufficient supports and insulate them 
at all points of attachment ; shall remove all wires 
abandoned for use; shall suitably insulate every 
wire where it enters a building:, and if such wire 
is other than a wire designed to carry an electric 
light or power current, shall attach to it at suit- 
able and convenient points in the circuit, calcu- 
lating to prevent danger from fire, and near the 
place of entering the building, an appliance cal- 
culated to prevent at all times a current of elec- 
tricity of such intensity or volume as to be 
capable of injuring electrical instruments, or 
causing fire from entering the building by means 
of such wire, beyond the point at which such ap- 
pliance is attached, and shall suitably insulate 
every wire within a building when such wire is 
designed to carry an electric light current. 

Section 2. Every such person and corporation 
shall in said town within six months after the 
appointment of the officer hereinafter provided 
for, affix at the points of support at which any 
such wire or cable containing wires is attached a 
tag or mark distinctly designating the owner or 
user of such wire or cable. No such tag or mark 
shall be required for the wires of a street railway 
company used for the transmission of its motive 
power, nor the protection or support of such 
wires. 

Section 3. Said town shall, by by-law, desig- 
nate or provide for the appointment of an officer 
who shall supervise every wire over streets or 
buildings in said town, and every wire within a 
building when such wire is designed to carry an 
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electric light or power current; shall notify the 
person or corporation owning or operating any 
such wire whenever its attachments, insulations, 
supports, or appliances are unsuitable or unsafe 
or the tags or marks thereof are insufficient or 
illegible; and shall, at the expense of said town, 
remove every wire abandoned for use and every 
wire which after the six months aforesaid shall 
be unprotected with a tag or mark as hereinbefore 
required, such expense to be repaid by the owner 
of such wire ; and shall see that all laws, by-laws 
and regulations relating to such wires are strictly 
enforced. 

Section 4. Said town may recover in an action 
of contract of the person or corporation owning 
any such wire as is hereinbefore described any 
expense which it may have incurred for any 
removal thereof. 

Section 5. Any court having equity jurisdic- 
tion or any justice thereof, in term time or vaca- 
tion, may, on a petition of the officer designated 
or appointed as aforesaid, by any suitable process 
or decree in equity, enforce the provisions of this 
act, and may, on such petition, issue an injunc- 
tion or other suitable process to restrain the use 
or maintenance or to cause the removal of any 
wire, post or other support erected, maintained 
or used in violation of this act. 

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved March 27^ 1895. 

1897 

CHAPTER 162, 
An Act to authorize the city of boston and the 

TOAVN of brookline TO REBUILD LONGWOOD 
AVENUE BRIDGE. 

£e it enacted^ etc,^ as follows : 

Section 1. The city of Boston by its board of 
park commissioners, and the town of Brookline 
by its board of park commissioners, are hereby 
authorized to construct a new bridge in place of 
the existing bridge between said city and town, 
forming a part of Longwood avenue ; said new 
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bridge to be of such location and of such width, 
grade and materials as said boards may agree 
upon. All expenses incurred by said boards in 
building said bridge and the abutments thereof 
shall be borne equally by the two municipalities, 
and shall be paid by the respective treasurers 
thereof on the certificates of said boards, and 
shall be deemed and accounted for as expendi- 
tures for park purposes. 

Section 2. The pro^isions of section one hun- 
dred and seventeen to one hundred and thirty- 
eight, both inclusive, of chapter one hundred and 
twelve of the Public Statutes and of any acts in 
amendment thereof, shall not apply to said 
bridge, but when the bridge crosses the location 
of the Boston and Albany railroad it shall not be 
constructed at a height less than eighteen feet 
above the tracks of said railroad, except with the 
written consent of the board of railroad commis- 
sioners. 

Section 3. Each of said municipalities within 
its own limits shall, at its own expense, by the 
board of park commissioners thereof, construct 
the approaches to said bridge, and the public 
ways connected with said approaches, of such 
widths, grades and materials as the board may 
deem proper, and may alter and widen existing 
approaches and connected ways ; but neither of 
said municipalities shall be liable to pay any ex- 
penses of construction of such approaches or con- 
nected ways, or any land, grade or other damages 
incurred in constructing such approaches or con- 
nected ways which are not within its own limits, 
the joint liability of said municipalities under this 
act for the expenses of construction being limited 
to the expenses of constructing said bridge and 
the abutments thereof: provided^ however^ that no 
such bridge, bridge-approach or public way within 
the limits of the town of Brookline shall be laid 
out, altered or widened until the laying out, 
alteration or widening of the same is by the park 
commissioners of said town reported to the town 
and filed, accepted and allowed in the manner 
provided by section seventy-one of chapter forty- 
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nine of the Public Statutes, in the case of the lay- 
ing out of town waj^s; and no such bridge, bridge- 
approach or public way in the city of Boston shall 
be constructed, altered or widened until the same 
is approved by the board of street commissioners 
and the mayor. 

Section 4. Each of said boards shall within 
the limits of its municipality take, by purchase or 
otherwise, such lands in fee or rights in land for 
carrying out the purposes of this act as the board 
may deem necessary therefor, and shall determine 
the damages sustained by any person by the 
taking of land or any other act done under 
authority of this act; and any person aggrieved 
by any such determination may have his damages 
determined by a jury in the superior court in the 
same manner as damages are determined for the 
taking of land in the laying out of v^ays within 
the limits of such municipality and costs shall be 
taxed and execution issued as in civil cases. 

Section 5. Such parts of said Longwood 
avenue, of said bridge, bridge-approaches and 
public ways as lie within the limits of the town 
of Brookline shall be and remain town ways, and 
such parts of said Longwood avenue, of said 
bridge, bridge-approaches and public ways within 
the limits of the city of Boston shall be and re- 
main highways: provided, however^ that said 
boards shall jointly maintain and keep in repair 
the said bridge and its abutments, and said city 
and town shall be jointly liable for all damages 
occasioned by any defect or want of repair therein 
or want of sufficient railing thereon, subject how- 
ever to all the provisions of law now or hereafter 
in force limiting or regulating the right to recover 
damages for defects in public ways. 

Section 6. The said town of Brookline may 
raise from time to time, by borrowing or other- 
wise, and may appropriate and expend such sums 
of money as may be deemed necessary for the 
purpose of defraying the expenses that may be in- 
curred by said town under the provisions of this 
act, subject to the laws of this Commonwealth 
limiting and regulating municipal indebtedness: 
provided, however, ihdit any debts incurred for the 
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purposes mentioned in this act may be made 
payable in or within twenty years. 

Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. [Approved March 17^ 1897, 

1§9§ 

CHAPTER 106. 

An Act relative to the tree planting com- 
mittee OF THE TOWN OF BROOKLINE. 

£e it enacted^ etc,^ as follows : 

Section 1. Section one of chapter fifty-seven 
of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
eighty-five is hereby .amended by adding at the 
end thereof the following words:— Said committee 
of three shall serve without compensation, and 
shall have and may exercise all the powers and 
authority, and shall perform all the duties, which 
now are or may hereafter be conferred or imposed 
by law upon tree wardens or park commissioners 
of towns, in relation to shade trees in the public 
ways in said town : provided^ hoicever^ that the 
powers and duties of said committee shall not 
extend to any trees, shrubs or vines within the 
limits of any public park, or public grounds of 
said town, — so as to read as follows: — Section 1, 
The town of Brookline may at an annual meet- 
ing, by a vote of two-thirds of the legal voters 
present and voting thereon, appropriate a sum 
not exceeding one dollar for each of its ratable 
polls in the preceding year, to be expended by a 
committee of three to be chosen by ballot, in 
setting out and maintaining shade trees, shrubs 
or vines upon the public squares and highways of 
said town, or in premiums or in any other way 
which they may deem most effectual to encourage 
the planting of shade trees, shrubs or vines upon 
said public squares or highways by the owners of 
adjoining real estate, or upon said adjoining real 
estate, at a distance not exceeding twenty feet 
from said public squares or highways, for the 
purpose of shading or ornamenting the same. 
Said committee of three shall serve without com- 
pensation, and shall have and may exercise all 
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the powers and authority, and shall perform all 
the duties, which now are or may hereafter be 
conferred or imposed by law upon tree wardens 
or park commissioners of towns, in relation to 
shade trees in the public ways in said town: pro- 
vided^ hotcever. that the powers and duties of said 
committee shall not extend to any trees, shrubs 
or vines within the limits of any public parks or 
public grounds of said town. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage so far as to allow said town to vote upon 
the acceptance of the same, but shall not take full 
effect unless or until it shall have been accepted 
by two thirds of the voters of said town present 
and voting thereon at a meeting duly called for 
the purpose, and held within one year from its 
passage. [Approved March 2^ 1898, 

[This act was accepted by the town April 13, 
1898.] 

1§99 

CHAPTER 134. 
As Act rbla^tive to the licexsino of gas 

FITTERS AND THE SUPERVISION OF GAS FIT- 
TING IN THE TOWN OF BROOKLINE. 

lie it enacted^ etc.^ as follows : 

Section 1. No person, firm or corporation shall 
engage in the business of gas fitting for the install- 
ation or repair of gas fixtures in buildings in the 
town of Brookline, and no journeyman shall work 
at said business in said town, unless licensed there- 
for in accordance with the provisions of this act; 
but this section shall not take effect until ninety 
days after the acceptance of this act by said town. 
The word ^Mourneyman," as used herein, means 
one who personally does any gas fitting oi any 
work in connection therewith which would be 
subject to inspection under this act. 

Section 2. There shall be a board of three 
examiners, selected as follows : — The first, a mem- 
ber of the board of health, designated by said 
board; the second, the inspector of buildings in 
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said town ; the third, a person holding no other 
office, to be appointed by the board of health and 
who shall be a practical pas fitter of at least five 
years' continuous experience lasting up to the 
time of his appointment. The first and third 
members shall be chosen within thirty days after 
the acceptance of this act, for a term ending on 
the first day of May following their appointment, 
and thereafter annually. The first and second 
members shall receive no compensation. The 
third member shall be paid for his services by 
said town at a rate not exceeding five dollars for 
each day of actual service, and at the same rate 
for any fraction of a day. Said third member 
shall be entitled to receive a license under this 
act without fee or examination. As soon as may 
be after their appointment the members of said 
board shall organize by the selection of a chair- 
man and clerk and shall designate times and 
places for the examination of applicants for 
licenses. 

Section 3. Any person desiring: to engage in 
said business, or any person desiring to labor at 
it as a journeyman, shall make application to the 
inspector of buildings for a license, and shall 
thereupon be examined as to his qualifications by 
said board, such examination to include some 
kind of practical test; and if he be found compe- 
tent said board shall so certify to said inspector, 
and the inspector shall issue a license to him : pro- 
vided^ that he first registers with said inspector his 
name, residence, place of business and license 
number, and pays the license fee. In case of a 
firm or corporation the examination and licensing 
of one member of the firm, or the manager of the 
corporation, shall satisfy the requirements of this 
act. A license may at any time be revoked bv 
said board. It shall continue in force until so 
revoked, but it shall not be transferable. 

Section 4. The fee for a license under this act 
shall .be two dollars for any employer, firm or 
corporation, and fifty cents for a journeyman. 

Section 5. Any person, firm or corporation 
holding a license under chapter two hundred and 
sixty-five of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
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and ninety-seven shall be entitled to receive a 
license under this act without fee or examination, 
upon registering with the inspector of buildings 
as provided in section three of this act. 

Section 6. The board of health of said town 
shall appoint as many inspectors of gas fitting 
and gas fixture installation in buildings as they 
deem necessary from time to time. The compen- 
sation of the inspectors shall be determined by 
said board of health, subject to the approval of the 
town, and such inspectors shall hold office until 
removtjd by the board of health. Said inspectors 
shall inspect all new work relating to gas piping 
and to gas fittings and fixtures in new and old 
buildings within said town, and shall report to 
the board of health all violations of this act 
or of any act, by-law or regulation relating 
to gas fixtures and applicable to said town, 
which now exists or may hereafter be enacted 
or made, and they shall also perform such 
other appropriate duties as may be required 
of them by said board of health. No inspector 
shall inspect or approve any work done by him- 
self or by any person by whom he is employed or 
who is employed by him. 

Section 7. In new work done after the accep- 
tance of this act in said town gas pipes shall not 
be covered or concealed from view until they have 
been approved by one of the inspectors, who shall 
examine the same within two working days after 
notice that such pipes are ready for inspection ; and 
such new pipes shall not be used until the same 
and the fixtures attached thereto have been tested 
in the presence of one or more of said inspectors, 
by the person doing the work, by some test ap- 
proved by said inspector or inspectors. 

Section 8. Every person licensed under the 
provisions of this act shall display his license 
number conspicuously at his place of business. 

Section 9. After the acceptance of this act as 
hereinafter provided no building in said town 
shall be piped or fitted for gas, and no gas fixtures 
shall be placed in any building, nor shall any 
repairs be made upon any such piping or fixtures, 
unless a permit shall be granted therefor by the 
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inspector of buildings. Applications for such 
permits shall be made only by persons licensed as 
aforesaid, and they shall contain a full statement 
of the situation of the building, the name and 
address of the owner, of the work to be done and 
the materials to be used, and if the inspector so 
requires a plan of the work contemplated. It 
shall be lawful however for persons licensed as 
aforesaid to make necessary repairs without a 
permit in the case of leaks or breaks requiring 
immediate attention ; but in such cases a report 
signed by the person making the repairs shall be 
filed in the otiftce of the inspector of buildings 
within forty-eight hours after the repairs were 
made, stating the nature of the leak or break, 
and in detail the extent of the repairs made and 
the manner of making the same. All materials 
used and work performed under the provisions of 
this section shall be subject to such regulations 
as now exist or may hereafter be made by the 
board of health of said town. Nothing in this 
section shall apply to the taking off or replacing 
of the ordinary gas burner or tip. 

Section 10. No gas pipe which may be put in 
any building in said town shall be let into the 
timbers, beams or girders, unless the same is 
placed within thirty-six inches of the end of said 
timber, beam or girder, and in no building shall 
the pipes be let into the timbers, beams or girders, 
more than two inches in depth. No pipes from 
which fixtures are to be suspended shall be run on 
the under side of the timbers, except when the 
boarding runs diagonally with respect to said 
timbers, in which case they shall be firmly secured 
to the timbers. No person shall disconnect or 
remove any gas meter except the representative 
of the gas company owning such meter. 

Section 11. All gas backets shall be placed 
at least three feet below any ceiling or wood work, 
unless the same is properly protected by a shield, 
in which case the distance shall not be less than 
eighteen inches. Nothing in this act shall be 
construed to affect the operations of any gas com- 
pany upon its own premises or with respect to its 
mains or service pipes. 
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Section 12. The board of health of said town 
may by said inspectors, from time to time as it 
may deem proper, inspect the gas fixtures and ap- 
pliances in any building, and shall make such 
regulations relating thereto as it deems that the 
public health and safety require, and the owner 
of such building shall comply with such regula- 
tions. 

Section 13. Any person violating any provi- 
sion of this act or any ordinance, by-law, rule or 
regulation made thereunder shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be subject to 
a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars for every 
such violation ; and if such person has received a 
license under this act his license may be revoked 
by the board of health of said town ; and if the 
license is revoked no new license shall be issued 
to him until the expiration of one year from the 
date of such revocation. 

Section 14. The inspector of buildings . shall 
annually make a full report in detail to said town 
of all his proceedings under this act during the 
year, and shall include therein a report of the 
board of examiners appointed under this act, giv- 
ing their proceedings during the year. 

Section 15. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage so far as to allow said town to vote upon 
the acceptance of the same, but it shall not take 
full effect until it has been accepted by a vote of 
two-thirds of the voters of said town present and 
voting thereon at a meeting duly called for the 
purpose. [Approved March 9, 1899. 

[This act was accepted by the town April 14, 
1899.] 

1899 

CHAPTER 135. 
An Act to provide for the establishment of 
a fire department and the appointment 

OF A FIRE commissioner IN THE TOWN OF 
BROOKLINE. 

3e it enacted^ etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The town of Brookline is hereby 
authorized to establish a fire department, to be 
under the control and direction of one fire com- 
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missioner, who shall be appointed by the select- 
men for a term of three years. He shall signify 
his acceptance in writing and shall receive such 
salary as the town may determine. He shall 
serve until his successor is appointed and may be 
removed for cause by the selectmen at any time 
after a hearing. The fire commissioner shall have 
charge of extinguishing fires in said town and 
the protection of life and property in case of fire, 
and Jie shall purchase and keep in repair all 
apparatus used by the fire department. He shall 
have and exercise all the powers and discharge 
all the duties conferred or imposed by statutes 
upon boards of engineers for towns, and he shall 
appoint a chief of department and such other 
oflBcers and firemen as he may think necessary, 
and may remove the same at any time. He shall 
have full and absolute authority in the adminis- 
tration of the department, shall make all rules 
and regulations for its control, shall report to the 
selectmen from time to time as they may require, 
and shall annually report to the town the condi- 
tion of the department, with his recommendations 
thereon. In the expenditure of money the fire 
commissioner shall be subject to such limitations 
as the town may prescribe. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage so far as to allow the town to vote upon 
the acceptance of the same, but shall not take full 
effect until it has been accepted by a majority of 
the voters of said town present and voting there- 
on at a town meeting duly called for the purpose. 

[Approved March 9, 1899, 

[This act was accepted by the town April 14, 
1899.] 

1900 

CHAPTER 391. 
An Act to provide an additional water 

SUPPLY for the town OF BROOKLINE. 

£e it enacted^ etc,^ as follows : 

Section 1. The town of Brookline is hereby 
authorized to take, hold and convey into and 
through said town from lands near the Charles 
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river, at any convenient point upon the same 
accessible to the pumping plant of said town, 
water for the use of said town and the inhabitants 
thereof, not exceeding two million gallons daily, 
in addition to the three million gallons daily 
which it is no\v autliorized to take from the 
Charles river by chapter three hundred and 
forty- three of the acts of the year eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy-two and by chapter one hundred 
and thirty-one of the acts of the year eig:hteen 
hundred and eighty-eig:ht, making the whole 
quantity which the town is authorized to take five 
million gallons daily. The two million gallons 
daily aforesaid is to be taken from the water bear- 
ing strata contained within the said lands, and is 
to be drawn therefrom through artesian, driven or 
dug wells, or water galleries now installed or to 
be installed. All the provisions of said chapters 
three hundred and forty-three and one hundred 
and thirty-one not inconsistent with this act shall 
apply to the additional two million gallons daily, 
in the same manner and to the same extent as 
said provisions apply to the three million gallons 
daily authorized to be taken by said chapters ; and 
so far as the amount of water flowing in Charles 
river is diminished by the taking of water hereby 
authorized said town shall be liable in damages 
to any person or corporation thereby injured, to 
be ascertained and recovered as provided in said 
chapter three hundred and forty-three. 

Section 2. Said town for the purposes men- 
tioned herein and in said chapters three hundred 
and forty-three and one hundred and thirty-one 
may issue notes, scrip or certificates of debt, to be 
denominated on the face thereof, Brookline Water 
Scrip, to an amount not exceeding two hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars in addition to the 
amount of twelve hundred thousand dollars which 
said town has heretofore been authorized to issue, 
to be issued upon the same terms and conditions 
and with the same powers prescribed in said 
chapters three hundred and forty-three and one 
hundred and thirty -one: promded, t\\2it the whole 
amount of such notes, scrip or certificates of debt 
issued by said town for the purposes herein men- 
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• 

Ije sar tioned shall not in any event exceed the sum of 

ifl tor^ fourteen hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

ijabitar: Section 3. This act shall take effect when 

rjs dai; accepted by two thirds of the legal voters of said 

ns dai^ town present and voting thereon at a town meet- 

PQii] t!ir iiig called for that purpose within two years from 

.^^j ail: tne passage of this act. [Approved June 21^ 1900. 

en hull [This act was accepted by the town March 27, 

lundrei 1901.] 

jcrliteei: 

wholt 1901 

akefive 

gallons CHAPTER 201. 

rbear- ^^ ^^^^ relative to town meetings in the 

'"^"^'^^ TOWN OF BROOKLINE. 

iven or 

I or i^ ^6 it enacted^ etc,^ as follows : 

apters Section 1. Except as hereinafter provided, at 

[ndred all townjnejetinga.h£ld in Jihe town. of Brookline 

shall the check list shall be used at tlie door, and the 

\\'^\\j^ I name of each voter sbaHr be <:*hecked in ink there- 

>i]tas { on before he is permitted to enter, by officers ap- 

lloiis • pointed by the selectmen for that purpose; pro- 

. and vided, that at original annual town meetings and 

lories ; at meetings for the election of state or national 

'leby officers the check lists required by the election 

^•iges [ laws shall be sufficient. Xone but registered 

.^I'to 5 voters of the town shall be admitted to said 

gaid meetings. Separate check lists shall be used 
at all town meetings and at all adjourned town 

j^^en- meetings. The check list used at any meeting 

j.ired as aforesaid shall forthwith be filed by the 

^ne officer in charge thereof with the town clerk, 

l^^be who shall immediately determine therefrom 

^r^iev the numt)er admitted to said meeting, and 

^i-ed shall make a record- thereof with the record of 

the said meeting, which record shall have the same 

jjicb legal force and effect as the record of theproceed- 

.^ue, ^^S^ o^ said meeting. All check lists shall be 

ions preserved by the town clerk until at least twenty 

gaid ' days after the final adjournment or dissolution of 

^^j]0 * the meeting at which they were used, and shall 

u^-^le be open to public inspection. 

igl^t Section 2. Instead of the use of the check list 

gji- as hereinbefore provided, the town may adopt a 
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system of registering turnstiles for determining 
tpe number of registered voters admitted to town 
meetings. The selectmen shall appoint officers 
who shall have charge of the turnstiles, and who 
shall from them determine the number of persons 
admitted to each meeting, and who at the ad- 
journment thereof shall make a return in writing 
to the town clerk under oath, which may be ad- 
ministered by him, of the number of persons who 
have been admitted to such meeting as registered 
by said turnstiles. The town clerk shall imme- 
diately make a record of such return in the records 
of the meeting, which record shall have the same 
legal force and effect as the records of the pro- 
ceedings of the meeting. All such returns shall 
be preserved by the town clerk until at least 
twenty days after the final adjournment or disso- 
lution of the meeting to which they relate, and 
shall be open to public inspection. 

Section 3. Any vote passed at an original 
town meeting to which seven hundred or. more 
legal voters shall have been admitted, and any 
vote passed at an adjourned town meeting to 
which seven hundred or more le^al voters shall 
have been admitted, shall, upon petition, be sub- 
mitted to the voters at large for ratification at a 
subfccquent town meeting as hereinafter provided, 
except that votes for moderator, or for any town, 
county, state, or national officer, or on any pro- 
position on which by any special or general 
law of the Commonwealth a yea or nay vote by 
the voters of said town at large is required to be 
taken by ballot, shall be final. No -vote subject 
to ratification under the provisions of this act 
shall take effect until the expiration of the time 
herein limited for filing a petition for ratification ; 
nor, if such petition be filed, until after such vote 
shall be ratified in the manner hereinafter pro- 
vided. 

Section 4. If within five days from the final 
adjournment or dissolution of such town meeting 
a petition addressed to the selectmen shall be 
filed with the town clerk, sig:iied by at least one 
hundred legal voters of the town, requesting that 
any vote or votes passed at such meeting as afore- 
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said be submitted to the voters of the town at 
larga for ratification, then the selectmen shall, 
after the expiration of said five days, forthwith 
call a town meeting for the sole purpose of sub- 
mitting said vote or votes, except the final votes 
before mentioned, for such ratification to said 
voters at large. In case two or more votes passed 
at a town meeting relate to one subject-matter, 
and a petition is filed as aforesaid for the ratifica- 
tion of one or more of such votes, the selectmen 
may in their discretion submit, in addition to 
those for which petitions are filed, any or all of 
the votes relating to the same subject-matter, and 
for this purpose a vote to borrow money shall be 
held to relate to the same subject-matter as the 
vote or votes to appropriate the money to be thus 
borrowed. The polls shall be opened at two 
o'clock in the afternoon, and shall be closed not 
earlier than nine o'clock in the afternoon, and a 
vote shall be taken by ballot upon the question, 
" Shall the following vote (or votes) passed at the 
town meeting (or at the adjourned town meeting) 
held on the day of 19 , be ratified? 

Vote: ." Any vote or votes submitted 

for ratification as aforesaid receiving a majority of 
the votes cast thereon shall be considered to be 
ratified, otherwise said vote or votes shall have 
no force or effect: provided^ that if any vote 
required for its original passage more than a 
majority of the votes cast then a like proportion 
of votes shall be required for ratification. 

Section 5. Every petition filed as aforesaid 
shall, forthwith be examined by the town clerk, 
who -shall ascertain therefrom the number of legal 
voters whose signatures are attached thereto, and 
shall make a record thereof, and such record, 
together with a copy of the petition exclusive of 
the names affixed thereto, shall be inserted in the 
records of the meeting for ratification of the vote 
or votes named in the petition, which record shall 
have the same legal force and effect as the record 
of the proceedings of such meeting. All such 
petitions shall be preserved by the town clerk 
until at least twenty days after the final adjourn- 
ment or dissolution of said meeting, and during 
that period shall be open to public inspection. 
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Section 6. It shall be the duty of the select- 
men of the town to prepare the ballots to be used 
at such town meetings, and the conduct of such 
meetings shall be under their charge, subject to 
the laws relating to elections, so far as the same 
may be applicable thereto. 

Section 7. A meeting shall be held for the 
purpose of submitting the queistion of the accep- 
tance of this act to the legal voters of the town 
at any time within two years after the passage 
hereof. At such meeting the polls shall be open 
not less than eight hours, and the vote shall be 
taken by ballot as in the case of the annual town 
election, in answer to the question, *^ Shall an act 
passed by the general court in the year nineteen 
hundred and one, entitled *An Act relative to 
town meetings in the town of Brookline' be ac- 
cepted?" and the affirmative votes of a majority 
of the voters present and voting thereon shall be 
required for its acceptance. If at any meeting so 
held this act shall fail thus to be accepted it may 
at the expiration of three months from any such 
previous meeting thus be submitted again for 
acceptance, but not after the period of two years 
from the passage of this act. 

Section 8. So much of this act as authorizes 
the submission of the question of its acceptance 
to the legal voters of the town shall take effect 
upon its passage, but it shall not take further 
effect unless accepted by the legal voters of the 
town as herein prescribed. 

[Approved March 26, 1901. 

[This act was accepted by the town March 19, 
1902.] 

1901 

CHAPTER ii04. 
An Act to provide additional sewerage 

facilities for the city of NEWTON AND THE 
TOWN OF BROOKLINE. 

Be it enacted, etc, as follows : 

Section 1. The metropolitan water and 
sewerage boards shall extend the metropolitan 
sewer from a branch in St. Joseph's cemetery in 
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West Roxbury to and across the boundary line 
between Newton and Brookline, in the manner 
best adapted to serve the sewerage needs of those 
municipalities. 

Section 2. The city of Newton and the town 
of Brookline, and any persons and corporations, 
may, subject to the control and under the direc- 
tion of the said board, make connections with any 
sewers constructed by the board under the author- 
ity of this act. 

Section 3. In making said extension and in 
receiving sewerage from said districts, and in 
any action relating thereto, and for the purpose 
of constructing and maintaining said additional 
main lines of sewer, the said board, acting on 
behalf of the Commonwealth, shall have and 
exercise all the authority conferred by chapter 
four hundred and thirty-nine of the acts of the 
year eighteen hundred and eighty-nine, by 
chapter four hundred and six of the acts of the 
year eighteen hundred and ninetv-five, and by 
acts in amendment thereof and in addition there- 
to regarding the original system or anything re- 
lating thereto, and by chapter one hundred and 
sixty-eight of the acts of the year nineteen hun- 
dred and one; and all the provisions of said 
chapters are hereby made applicable to this addi- 
tional construction, except as herein otherwise 
provided. 

Section 4. To meet the expenses incurred 
under the provisions of this act the treasurer and 
receiver general shall, with the approval of the 
governor and council, issue scrip or certificates of 
debt, in the name and behalf of the Common- 
wealth and under its seal, to an amount not ex- 
ceeding * forty thousand dollars, for a term not 
exceeding forty years. Such scrip or certificates 
of debt shall be issued as registered bonds or 
with interest coupons attached, and shall bear 
interest at a rate not exceeding four per cent per 
annum, payable semi-annually on the first day 
of March and September in each year. The said 
interest and scrip or certificates shall be payable 
and when due shall be paid in gold coin or its 
equivalent. Said scrip or certificates of debt 
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shall be designated on their face, Metropolitan 
Sewerage Loan, shall be countersigned by the 
governor, and shall be deemed a pledge of the 
faith and credit of the Commonwealth, redeem- 
able at the time specified therein, in gold coin or 
its equivalent, and shall be sold or disposed of at 
public auction or in such other mode and at such 
times and prices and in such amounts and at such 
rate of interest, not exceeding four per cent per 
annum, as the treasurer and receiver general with 
the approval of the governor and council shall 
deem for the best interests of the Commonwealth. 
Any scrip or certificates of debt issued under the 
provisions of this act shall be considered as an 
addition to and shall become a part of the loan 
authorized by chapter four hundred and six of 
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety- 
five and acts in amendment thereof and in addi- 
tion thereto. 

Section 6. The interest and sinking fund 
requirements of the moneys expended in construct- 
ing that part of the sewerage system provided 
for in this act, and the cost of maintenance and 
operation thereof, shall be deemed and paid as a 
part of the interest, sinking fund requirements 
and costs specified in said chapter four hundred 
and six and acts in amendment thereof and in 
addition thereto; and the sinking fund established 
under the provisions of said chapter shall be a 
sinking fund for the extinguishment of the debt 
authorized by this act, said funds to be increased 
in the following manner: — The treasurer and 
receiver general shall from year to year, begin- 
ning with the year nineteen hundred and one, 
apportion to said sinking fund an amount suffi- 
cient with its accumulations to extinguish the 
debt at maturity ; and in making the assessment 
for the increase of said sinking fund upon the 
several cities and towns liable thereto such pro- 
portions of the whole amount shall be assessed in 
each year as will harmonize with the proportions 
to be assessed on account of the sinking fund for 
loans now outstanding for the Neponset river 
valley metropolitan sewer system. Any pre- 
mium realized from the sale of said scrip or cer- 
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tificates of debt shall be applied to the payment 
of the interest on said loan as it accrues. 

Section 6. This act shall take effect when the 
town of Brookline appropriates money to con- 
struct a sewer or sewers in said town to connect 
with the extension of the metropolitan sewer pro- 
vided for by this act. [Approved March 26^ 1901. 

[This act was accepted by the town, by the 
appropriation of »23,000, March 27, 1901.] 

1902 

CHAPTER 299. 

An Act to establish the salary of the clerk 
of the municipal court of brookline. 

JSe it enacted^ etc.^ as follows: 

Section 1. The salary of the clerk of the muni- 
cipal court of Brookline shall be seven hundred 
and fifty dollars a year, to be so allowed from the 
first day of January in the year nineteen hundred 
and two. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. — Approved April 11, 1902, 

1903 

CHAPTER 810. 

An Act to authorize the city of boston to sell 
certain property and rights to the town 
of brookline, and to authorize said town 
to incur indebtedness therefor. 

£e it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The mayor of the citv of Boston is 
hereby authorized to sell and convey to the town 
of Brookline the old Boston Reservoir property 
on Boylston street, Brookline, and any or all 
lands other than the Fisher Hill Reservoir pro- 
perty in said town held for the purpose of the 
water supply of said city, and any and all rights 
of the said city in, upon and over any such pro- 
perty or land so held, upon such terms as may be 
agreed upon by said mayor and town. 
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Section 2. The town of Brookline is hereby 
authorized to purchase and acquire said property, 
land and rights, and to borrow money to pay for 
the saroe, and to make the debt incurred therefor 
payable in such annual proportionate payments 
as will extinguish the same in twenty years. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. — Approved May 5, 190S. 



1904 

CHAPTER 157. 

An Act to authorize the town of brookline 
to establish a public gymnasium. 

£e it enacted^ etc.^ as follows : 

Section 1. The town of Brookline may estab- 
lish a public gymnasium and may appropriate 
money therefor. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. — Approved March 14^ 1904. 



OPINION OP HON. E. R. HOAR, ON THE 
SUBJECT OF SEWER ASSESSMENTS. 



The following opinion was furnished by re- 
quest of the Selectmen, in 1879 : — 

Upon the several questions submitted to me, 
relating to assessments for the construction of 
sewers in the town of Brookline, my opinion is 
as follows : 

1. Is church property assessable for the construction 
of sewers ? 

Ana. — I think it is. The Statutes' exemption 
from taxation of property held for religious or 
charitable purposes does not include such a tax 
as this. [Boston Seaman's Friend Society vs. 
Boston, 116 Mass. 181.] 

2. Is an estate liable to assessment not being able to 
drain but about two feet below the surface of the 
ground ? 

Ans, — The question is one of some difficulty 
The language of the Statute of 1879, chapter 56, 
which the town incorporated into its votes es- 
tablishing its system of sewerage, exempts from 
assessment an estate '^ which by reason of its 
grade or level, or for any other cause cannot be 
drained into the sewer." It may be claimed on 
the one side that the draining of cellars is an im- 
portant, if not an essential, part of any system of 
drainage, and that land intended for building 
purposes cannot be properly drained if the sewer 
is above the level of the ordinary depth of cellar 
bottoms. On the other, it may be argued that 
most of the necessity of drainage, and of its 
practical use« as from sinks, wash-bowls or tubs, 
and water-closets, comes from houses in the 
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several stories above the cellars, and that a house 
may have great benefit from the use of a sewer, 
although the cellar could not be drained into it. 

The best opinion I have been able to arrive at 
is, that the liability to assessment depends upon 
the capacity of the land to be drained into the 
sewer, irrespective of any buildings upon it, 
unless such buildings are actually connected with 
the sewer by a drain. There is no requirement 
of law that buildings shall have cellars ; nor, if 
they have them, to what depth they shall go, 
except the limitations^ of the grade fixed by the 
town under the provisions of the Statute of 1878, 
chapter 38. The owner of the land may raise 
the land for building so that the cellar will be 
wholly or in part above the natural surface of 
the land. The land may be assessed for the con- 
struction of a sewer, although it has no building 
upon it, and where there is no intention of build- 
ing. The tax is in proportion to the area and 
frontage of the land, irrespective of buildings. 
If, therefore, the surface of the land is so far 
above the top of the sewer that drainage from it 
into the sewer is practicable, although it would 
not drain a cellar excavated to the ordinary 
depth, I think the land would be liable to assess- 
ment. 

3. When the greater part of a lot of land cannot be 
drained by the sewer, but a strip along the street front 
can be, what ought to be the action of the Selectmen in 
regard to assessing such estate ? ^ 

Ana. — I think only the part of the estate 
which can be drained into the sewer can be 
measui*ed in estimating the area to be assessed. 
The estate should, in my opinion, be assessed for 
its frontage on the street or way only if so much 
of its area can be drained as to make the drain- 
age of some substantial value. It is a practical 
question, not to be answered with mathematical 
exactness. If only a few inches or a few feet 
could be drained, the land falling off rapidly from 
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the street, so that the part which could be 
drained would be separately of no value, I think 
it should not be assessed. 

4. When a sewer extends but a part of the front of 
an estate, but Sufficient for the draining of all buildings 
now erected thereon, have the Selectmen the right under 
the Act to assess the whole frontage of such estate ? 

Ana, — There is nothing in the Act which fur- 
nishes a certain answer to this question, and the 
answer must be sought from inferences to be 
drawn from considerations of probable intent. I 
think on the whole the safest rule to adopt is to 
make no assessment on frontage beyond the 
point to which the sewer extends on the street. 
" Where a sewer is constructed " in the language 
of the town's vote, I think should be interpreted 
as meaning so far as the sewer runs along the 
frontage to be assessed. There would be no 
certainty in any other rule. A man might own a 
tract of land running a long distance beyond the 
termination of the sewer, a hundred rods or more. 
Where would his liability stop ? Every tract of 
land is divided at its owner's pleasure, and the 
frontage opposite the sewer, and that beyond it, 
may have a different ownership tomorrow, 
though it has the same today. 

5. If an estate is situated on the comer of two streets, 
in each of which there is a sewer, can it be assessed for 
frontage on both ? 

Ans. — I think it can. 

6. Can the Selectmen assess an estate bordering on a 
sewer, though that sewer be not connected with the main 
sewer except by a broolc through private grounds ? 

Ans, — In my opinion a sewer cannot be re- 
garded as constructed until it is in a condition 
to receive the drainage from the lands to be 
assessed for its construction. If there is no 
right to drain through it, it is not a sewer with- 
in the meaning of the law, and the exemption 
"for any other cause," in the Statute of 1879 
and the votes of the town, applies to it. If the 
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town has no right to use the " brook through 
private grounds for the purposes of a sewer," and 
so can give no lawful right to drain through it, I 
think it clear that building a structure intended 
at some future time to be used as a sewer gives 
no right to assess estates fronting upon a street 
in which such structure is placed, until the town 
is able and ready to devote the structure to 
practical use as a sewer. 

7. Can sewer taxes be assessed upon estates which 
front upon private ways ? 

Ana, — The language of the town's vote is, 
"any street or way where a sewer is con- 
structed ; " and in my opinion taxes for the con- 
struction of a sewer may be assessed upon estates 
fronting upon any street or way in which the 
town lawfully constructs a sewer, and can per- 
mit drainage into it, whether the "way" is 
public or private. 

8. Have the Selectmen power to abate a sewer assess- 
ment? 

Arts. — I do not find the power to " abate " an 
assessment, in the full technical sense of " abate- 
ment," conferred upon the Selectmen. But I 
should have no doubt that the Selectmen may 
vacate any assessment, or withhold or withdraw 
it from collection, if they should find that it had 
been illegally assessed, or prematurely assessed, 
and proceed afterward to make a new assess- 
ment at the time and in the manner allowed by 
law. That is to say, I cannot think the law re- 
quires an attempt to enforce by legal process a 
groundless claim, and no one else can interfere 
but the Selectmen themselves. I should think 
it advisable, if the Selectmen should vacate an 
assessment, or withhold or withdraw it from col- 
lection, that they should, by a vote placed upon 
their records, preserve evidence of their action, 
and of the grounds on which it was based, as a 
foundation for any further proceedings that 
might become necessary. 
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9. A person having obtained the right to drain into a 
sewer by giving the easement of the land through which 
the sewer passes, and that sew^er being disused and 
another built, can he be required to enter the new sewer 
and pay a full assessment ? 

Ans. — I am of opinion that he can. The per- 
mission to lay the first sewer through his land 
is not an " assessment for the use of the sewer " 
such as the vote of the town contemplates as 
entitled to be deducted from the new assessment. 

10. Where an assessment has been paid on a sewer 
heretofore built, and that assessment is to be deducted 
from the amount assessed for the construction of a new 
sewer, is interest to be allowed upon the sum paid upon 
the first assessment ? 

Ans. — Certainly not. The owner of the estate 
has had the benefit of the first sewer, which is 
presumed to be an equivalent for the investment 
he made in it, until it is superseded by the new 
one. 

11. Can the town revoke or modify their votes of 
February 11, 1879, under which the rates for assessment 
for the construction of sewers were fixed? 

Ans. — Such action by the town seems to be 
expressly prohibited by Statute 1878, chapter 
232, section 3. 

E. R. HoAB. 

Boston, August 18, 1879. 
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TOWN BY-LAWS. 



Adopted March 31, 1903. 



ARTICLE I. 

TOWN MBBTINGS. 

Calling of Toton Meetings. 

Section 1. The Selectmen, whenever It is practicable, 
shall, before calling any town meeting, post notices of 
their intention so to do, in not less than ten places in the 
town, at least fifteen days before tj^e time of such meeting. 
Printed notices or warrants for meetings shall be left 
at the place or residence of every legal voter in the town 
at least seven days bef o re the day on which the meeting 
is to be held in case of meetings for the election of state 
or town officers, and for all other meetings when practicable 
at least fonr days before the day on which the meeting 
iB to be held. Such v other town meetings may be notified 
by printed notices, posted In at least twenty public places 
ih the ' town, and by publication in any newspaper published 
in the town or in the city of Boston, such posting and 
publication to be at least twenty-four hours before the time 
of said meeting. The notifications shall in all cases con- 
tain a copy of the warrant. 

Appropriationa at Toum Meetings. 

Section 2. Any board or standing committee or officer 
of the town, or any person or persons intending to ask an 
appropriation at any meeting of the town, other than the 
regular annnal appropriations, shall file a written notice 
in the office of the Town Clerk of such intention, at least 
ten days before such meeting, stating the object and sum 
of the appropriation intended to be asked. The Town Clerk 
shall thereupon record such notice and Inform the Select- 
men thereof. It shall thereupon be the duty of the Select- 
men to examine into the subject and be prepared to inform 
the town thereon. If the sum of the appropriation so pro- 
posed shall exceed one thousand dollars, a statement of the 
proposition shall be printed and circulated with the war- 
rant for the meeting; provided, that an appropriation may 
be asked, without such notice, at any meeting of the town, 
but, in the absence of such previous notice, the subject shall 
not be acted upon except at an adjournment of said meet- 
ing, or at another meeting, not less than one week 
later in either case; and during said Interim the 



202 Toicn By-Laws. 

Selectmen shall cause a printed notice of the sam and 
object of said proposed appropriation to be distributed 
among the voters at least three days before such adjourned 
or other meeting, and shall also fully inform themselves 
upon the subject, and report thereon when it comes before 
the town for action. 

ARTICLE II. 

BECOBDS AND ACCOUNTS ANNUAL BBPOBTS. 

Section 1. All boards, standing committees and officers 
of the town shall cause records of their doings and ac- 
counts to be kept in suitable books. Said books shall be 
kept in their respective places In the Town Hall, and shall 
not be removed therefrom. Said record books shall be 
open t& the inspection of the citizens of the town during 
business hours on every day, but shall remain during such 
inspection under the supervision of the board, committee 
or officer designated to keep charge thereof. 

Section 2. All boards, standing committees^, special com- 
mittees, or officers of the town, having charge of the ex- 
penditure of money, shall asnualiy report thereon In prfnt 
in such manner m -^ gi re the c l t lzen B* a' 7alr and full 
understanding of the objects and methods of -such expendi- 
tures* referring, however, to the report of the Treasurer or 
Accountant for specific details. 

Distribution of Reports. 

Section 3. The Annual Town Reports and . the Select- 
men's, reports upon -the ariicleH In the warranta-fOT- annual 
and special town meetings- -Bhall -toe di stribuled four days 
at least before the meetings. 

Estimates of Appropriations, 

Section 4. It shair be the- duty of- the -Selectmen to 
prepare and print in the Annual Town Report a table of 
estimates of all annual appropriations proposed to be made 
at the' annual meeting. In order that the Selectmen may 
make such a table, each board or standing committee shall 
make out an estimate for each appropriation to be asked for, 
and cause the same to be handed to the Selectmen, in 
writing, in season for such publication, and not later than 
February 7th, In each year, with the reasons therefor. 

Date When Reports Are to Be Ready. 

Section 5. The contracts for printing the Annual Town 
Reports shall be made by the Selectmen ; and all annual 
reports and all other reports intended to be bound up with 
the Annual Town lieports shall be sent to the Selectmen 
not later than February 15th. 



Town By-Laws. 203 

Illustrations. 

Sbction 6. No illustrations shall hereafter be introduced 
in reports of the town officers, boards, or committees, except 
in cases where the insertion of such illustrations is ex- 
pressly authorized by the Selectmen. 

Selectmen's Report, 

Sbction 7. The annual report of the Selectmen shall, 
unless such information is contained in other reports to 
be published with the Annual Town Report, state what 
action has been taken as to the following matters : ^In re- 
gard to town ways, count y ways and^sewers, Jt-Bhall state 
specldcaiiy what have been laid out and constructed, 
what, haye been, altered, what damages hare been as- 
sessed and paid, what claims are outstanding, and what 
claim's are In suit against the town. It shall also state 
what ways or sewers that have been ordered, laid out, 
or accepted, remain to be constructed. It shall especially 
give full reports in regard to all suits against the town, 
with all the circumstances relating thereto. It shall also 
contain a detailed statement of the repairs made upon 
public buildings. 

Report of the Board of Health, 

Sbction 8. The Board of Health shall make a full and 
comprehensive annual report of its acts during the pre- 
ceding year, and of the sanitary condition of the town. 

Treasurer's Report. 

Sbction 9. In his annual report the Treasurer shall 
state specifically the objects for which. the debt of the 
town was increased during the year preceding, and recite 
the votes under which the money was borrowed; and 
shall render a classified statement of all expenditures and 
receipts, of the town in such detail as to give a fair and 
full exhibit of the objects and methods of all expenditures. 

Assessors^ Report, 

Section 10. The Assessors shall append to their annual 
report a table of the valuation, real, personal and total, the 
rate of taxation, and the amount of money raised. The 
valuation of each hulldinj^ and lot of land which is separ- 
ately assessed shall be shown in the report. 

Bohool Committers Report, 

Section 11. The School Committee shall append to their 
annual report a statement of the total number of children 
who have attended the public schools during the year. 



204 Toton By-Laws, 

Town Clerk'B Report — Indem, 

Bbction 12. The Town Clerk shall make a full index 
of the reports, and it shall be a part of his official dnty 
to prepare a capert npon the- Tttat statisti c s for publication 
in the Annual Report. 

Sbction 18. The Town Clerk shall, within one week 
after the final adjournment of any town meeting, or as 
soon as practicable thereafter, submit to the Selectmen the 
official record of such meeting, and the Selectmen shall 
cause the same to be prepared for publication in the Annual 
Town Report. 

Report of the Trueteee of PuhUe JAorary. 

Section 14. The Trustees of the Public Library shall 
append to their annual report an account of the amounts 
received, and of the sum and object of their expenditures 
for the support of the town library during the year pre* 
ceding. 

ARTICLB III. 

THB FINANCIAL TSAR. 

Section 1. The financial year shall begin on the first 
day of February and end on the thirty-first day of January ; 
and during the interral between the thirty-first day of 
January in each year and the time of making the next 
annual appropriations, the Selectmen, the School Committee, 
the Water Board and Park Commissioners, in order to meet 
the liabilities of their several departments incurred in the 
carrying on of the work entrusted to them, shall have 
authority to make expenditures and payments from the 
treasury from any available funds therein, and the same 
shall be charged against the said next annual appropria- 
tions, but such expenditure and liabilities incurred for any 
purpose shall not exceed one-third the entire amount appro- 
priated for that purpose in the previous year. 

ARTICLB IV. 

CONTHACTS BY TOWN OPPICBRS. 

Section 1. No oftfcer of the town authorised to borrow 
money or to make any contract or purchase in behalf of 
the town shall be personally Interested in any loan, con- 
tract, or purchase which he or any board of which he is 
a member makes on behalf of the town. 

Section 2. No member of the Board of Selectmen, either 
personally or through any of his employees, or through any 
other person, shall receive any compensation, except his 
official salary, for work done or materials furnished by 
him or them for the town. 

Section 8. No town officer and no salaried employee of 
the town shall sell materials or supplies to the town with- 
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ont the permission of the Board of Selectmen expressed in 
a yote which shall appear on their records with the reasons 
therefor. 

Sbction 4. No town officer and no salaried employee of 
the town shall receive any compensation or commission for 
work done by him for the town, except his official salary 
and fees allowed by law, without the permission of the 
Selectmen expressed in a yote which shall appear on their 
records with the reasons therefor. 

Section 5. The Board of Auditors in their annnal report 
shall call attention to any apparent violation of this By-law 
which may come to their notice. 

Propo%aU. 

Section 6. When the estimated amount of a proposed 
contract exceeds $3,500, proposals shall be called for in 
the manner provided in this section. Such calls for pro- 
posals shall be advertised in the local newspaper, and by 
posting notices in three or more public places in the town, 
or by advertising in two Boston dully newspapers, not less 
than three times in each, at Intervals of two days, the last 
publication to be at least two days before the opening of 
the bids. The advertisement shall require such proposals 
to be sealed and properly designated, and shall announce 
the place, day, and hour at which they will be openetl. 
The bids as received shall be deposited in a box securely 
locked, and at the time and place named shall be publicly 
opened In the presence of a majority of the Board of 
Selectmen, or committee authorized by the town to make 
the contract. No bids shall be received after the time 
advertised for the opening. As far as practicable, con- 
tracts for less than $3,500 shall be awarded in such manner 
as to secure reasonable competition. 

ContraotM for PuhUo BuUdings. 

Section 7. No contract or change of contract, or order 
for labor or materials involving the expenditure of money 
from the appropriation for the construction of any public 
building, shall be valid until countersigned by the chair- 
man of the Selectmen, and recorded in a book to be kept 
for the purpose. This section shall be written or printed 
upon every contract for the construction of any public 
building. 

ARTICLB V. 
seugctmen. 

Section 1. The Selectmen shall exercise a general super- 
vision over all matters affecting the interests or welfare 
of the town. 
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SacTiON 2. The Selectmen may settle any claima or 
■nita a^alnat the town, which In their opinion cannot be 
defended anccesafnlly, acting upon the advice of counsel 
when the amount to be paid exceeds one thousand dollars; 
and they may employ counsel in suits against the town 
and whenever they deem it necessary. 

BiCTioN 8. The Selectmen may appear (either personally 
or by counsel) before any committee of the legislature, or 
board, or commission, to protect the interests of the town, 
but are not authorized by this By-law to commit the town 
to any course of action. 

ARTICLB VI. 

▲S8BSS0B8. 

Sbction 1. The Assessors shall deliver the tax list and 
warrant for collection to the Collector at the earliest pos- 
sible date. On or before the thirty-first of December, in 
each year, the Assessors shall enter upon the tax list of 
the Collector the assessments omitted from the last annual 
assessment of taxes and subsequently assessed. Additional 
warrants shall be issued to the Collector for all taxes 
assessed or reassessed which are not covered by the terms 
of the original warrant. All tax bills shail be sent out 
by the Collector, and shall be delivered as soon as prac- 
ticable after the receipt of the tax lists and warrants from 
the Assessors. 

Sbction 2. The Assessors shall keep a record of all abate- 
ments of taxes, the names of the parties taxed, and the 
reasons for and the amount of the abatement. On the first 
day of every month they shall notify the Collector and 
the Accountant in writing, of the amount of taxes abated 
in the preceding month, stating separately the amount 
abated from each tax levy. 

ARTICLE VII. 

TBBA8UBBB AND GOLLBCTOB PAYMBNT OF TAXBS. 

Sbction 1. All taxes shall be paid on or before the first 
day of November in each year, unless otherwise ordered by 
the town, except bills for poll-taxes only, which shall be 
paid within ten days after the presentation thereof. 

Sbction 2. In all cases where tax bills are not paid 
at the time specified in the first section, It shall be the 
duty of the Collector forthwith to issue a summons to 
each delinquent; and if such delinquents do not pay the 
tax within ten days after the issuing of the summons, with 
twenty cents more for the summons, the Collector shall 
issue his warrant to an officer, who shall forthwlrn proceed 
to collect the amount due, in manner provided by law. 

Sbction 8. The Treasurer shall have the custody of all 
receipted bills and receipts, and of notes, bonds, and 
coupons which have been paid. 
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ARTICLE VIII. 

TOWN CLBBK. 

Section 1. The Town Clerk shall have the custody of 
the town seal. 

Section 2. All conveyances under seal, which may here- 
after be executed by the town, pursuant to a vote of the 
town or otherwise, shall be sealed with such seal and sub- 
scribed by a majority of the Board of Selectmen for the 
time being. 

Section 3. The Town Clerk shall keep a true copy (in 
a book to be kept for such purpose alone) of all deeds or 
conveyances executed by the Selectmen. 

Section 4. It shall be the duty of the Town Clerk to 
see that every conveyance to the town of any interest in 
land is properly recorded in the Registry of Deeds. 



ARTICLE IX. 

PABK commissioners. 

Section 1. The care of all public grounds and all appro- 
priations made therefor shall be in charge of the Board 
of Park Commissioners. 



ARTICLE X. 

accounting depabtmbnt. 

Section 1. The Selectmen shall annually appoint a com- 
petent Accountant, who shall have the custody of all con- 
tracts of the town and of all bonds of indemnity given to 
the town; shall keep a register of the dates, amounts, and 
sureties on all such bondb, and notify the Selectmen when- 
ever any such bond expires, or ke is of the opinion that 
it is impaired by the death, insolvency, or other disability 
of a surety ; shall keep a complete set of books, wherein 
shall be entered the amount of each specific appropriation 
and each amount that has been expended on account of 
such appropriation ; shall, when any appropriation has 
been wholly expended, immediately make a report of that 
fact to the Selectmen and to the head of the department 
under whose direction the work for which the appropria- 
tion was made is carried on ; shall direct to the Treasurer 
all necessary warrants, drafts, or other orders for the 
payment of money in such form as the Selectmen shall 
approve, but such warrants, drafts, or orders shall only be 
valid when signed by a majority at least of the Selectmen, 
or other board or committee authorized to expend an 
appropriation. 
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Section 2. Said Accountant Bhall, within forty-eight 
hours after the close of the period covered by any pay-roll, 
and after examination thereof. If found correct, approve 
the same, and shall deliver to the Treasurer a warrant or 
order to pay the amount so approved. 

Sbction 8. Said Accountant shall examine all bills or 
demands rendered against the town ; shall see that they 
have been incurred and properly approved by some person 
duly authorized, in exact accordance with such authority, 
that toe clerical computations are correct, and that there 
are on hand funds appropriated for such purpose sufficient 
for the payment of such demand or bill ; in case of any 
error or any informality, he shall make note of the fact 
and return the bill or demand, with his objections, to the 
officer or board presenting the same; if he approve the bill 
or demand, he shall cause it to be entered in a book kept 
for that purpose and not later than the second Monday of 
each month he shall sign a draft or warrant for the Town 
Treasurer to pay all accounts entered therein. When re- 
quested by any officer in charge of a department, the Ac- 
countant may, if he deem It proper so to do, audit and 
issue drafts or warrants for the payment of accounts at 
other times. 

Section 4. Said Accountant may, with the approval 
of the Selectmen, in a writing deposited with the Town 
Treasurer, appoint an assistant, who shall, for such time 
not exceeding four weeks from the date of such appoint- 
ment as shall be specified in the writing, perform the 
duties therein required of the Accountant, and for his acts 
the Accountant shall be responsible. 

Section 5. Said Accountant shall, immeoiately after the 
first day of the month, make to the Selectmen a report of 
the amounts of the several appropriations, and of the 
amounts of all drafts on account of each appropriation 
made, and of all receipts during the month preceding the 
statement, and the amounts of such drafts made and receipts 
since the beginning of the financial year, and of the balance 
of such appropriations remaining subject to draft, and shall 
prepare such other financial statements as may from time 
to time be required by the Selectmen. 

Section 6. Such Accountant shall in his annual report 
include a statement of all the receipts and expenditures 
of the town for the past financial year, giving in detail 
the amount of each specified appropriation and the expendi- 
ture therefrom, the receipts from each source of income, 
the reduction, if any, of the town debt, and the change, 
if any, in the sinking funds; said statement shall be ar- 
ranged, as far as practicable, to conform to the accounts of 
the Town Treasurer and Town Collector, and to show what 
the payments are for, and at what rate per unit of measure ; 
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and shall be accompanied by a schedule of the property 
belonging to the town. 

Section 7. The Accountant shall examine the books and 
accounts of the Treasurer and Collector, and of all officers 
and committees intrusted with the receipt, custody, or ex- 
penditure of money, at least twice a year. 

ARTICLE XI. 

ENOINBEBINO DBPABTMBNT. 

Section 1. The Selectmen shall annually appoint a 
Town Engineer at a fixed salary, who shall have authority 
to appoint such assistants as the town engineering work 
requires, subject as to number and compensation only to 
tne approval of the Selectmen. The Town Engineer shall 
have charge of all town engineering, and no person con- 
nected with the engineering department shall engage in 
engineering work except for the town of Brookline, without 
prior permission in writing in each instance of the Select- 
men. The Town Engineer shall have charge of, and shall 
preserve, arrange, and index, so as to be readily accessible 
to the public, all plans, surveys, field notes, records, 
documents, and inventories connected with the engineering 
department of the town. He shall keep an accurate set 
of books showing in detail the cost of his department and 
of all work done under his direction, all materials purchased 
and of whom, and all vouchers, orders, and letters received 
and sent. The Town Engineer shall each year submit to 
the Selectmen, in time for publication in the Annual Town 
Report, a statement showing in detail the work of the 
engineering department for the year, the names of all 
persons employed, and a complete inventory of all town 
property in that department. The Selectmen shall have 
the powe^at any time to remove the Town Engineer. 

ARTICLE XII. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

Section 1. The Fire Commissioner may make contracts, 
involving an expenditure of not exceeding three hundred 
dollars ($300) and purchases to an amount not exceeding 
said sum ; but all contracts involving a larger expenditure, 
and purchases to a larger amount, shall be made by him 
only with the approval of the Selectmen. 



ARTICLE XIII. 

DBPABTMENT OF WIRES AND LIGHTS. 

Section 1. The department of electric wires and street- 
lights shall be In charge of a superintendenc, who shall be 
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appointed by the Selectmen annually in April. He shall 
hold office from the first day of May following for the 
term of one year and until another is appointed in his 
place. His salary shall be fixed by vote of the town. The 
Selectmen may at any time remove him. He shall keep 
a record of the business of his department, and submit to 
the Selectmen in time for publication in the Annual Town 
Report a yearly report of such business. 

Section 2. He shall have superyision of all electric 
and other wires erected in, upon, over or under any street 
or building, and of all poles supporting wires or lamps and 
street-lights, and shall require all persons and corporations 
owning or operating wires to conform to the conditions 
and requirements of Chapter 166 of the Acts of the Legis- 
lature of the year 1895. 

Section 3. He shall by virtue of his office be the Super- 
intendent of Fire Alarm Telegraph and Police Signal Sys- 
tems, and all other electric wire systems now or hereafter 
owned by the town. 

Section 4. He may, with the approval of the Selectmen, 
appoint and remove such assistants as may be necessary 
for the work to be done, permitted by the appropriation. 

Section 5. Any person or corporation operating electric 
or other wires within the town shall, upon request of the 
Superintendent, furnish him with such information as may 
be necessary to the faithful and effectual discharge of 
his duties under this By-law. 

Section 6. The Superintendent shall have access at 
all reasonable times to all wires, appliances, and apparatus 
in the interior of a public building or on private premises, 
which are intended for carrying an electric light or power 
current, and no person shall arrange, affix, or change any 
such wires or apparatus without giving the Superintendent 
reasonable opportunity to inspect such wires and their 
arrangement arid fixtures before the same are covered or 
enclosed; and no person shall place such wires in any 
building in process of construction until all gas, steam, 
sewer, water, and furnace pipes have been placed in proper 
position. No person shall connect such wires in the interior 
of buildings and on private premises with an outside cir- 
cuit which crosses or runs along, over or under, any street 
or way of the town, without written permission therefor 
having been first obtained from the Superintendent. 

Section 7. No person or corporation shall attach any 
wire or line for the transmission of electricity for any pur- 
pose, except the lines and wires of the town of Brookline, 
to any post, except on his own premises or upon other lands 
with the consent of the owner thereof, nor insert the 
same into any underground conduit, except with the consent 
of the owner and by the order of the Board of Selectmen. 
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ARTICLE XIV. 

PUBLIC BATHS. 

Section 1. The Selectmen shall appoint annually in 
April a committee of nine citizens, who shall have the care 
and management of the Public Baths. They shall hold 
office from the first day of May following for the term of 
one year» and until others are appointed in their places. The 
members of the committee shall serve without pay and shall 
be appointed from the Board of Health, School Committee, 
and Water Board, or their appointees, with at least two 
citizens at large. The said committee so appointed shall 
establish such rules and rates for the regulation and use 
of ^he Public Baths as they deem best, and shall appoint 
such officers and assistants for the care and conduct of 
the establishment as are necessary, and shall fix the terms 
of their compensation. The Selectmen shall have power to 
fill any vacancy in the committee. 

ARTICLE XV. 

SEAIiEB OF WEIGHTS AND MEASUBES. 

Section 1. The Sealer of Weights and Measures shall be 
paid such annual salary as the town from time to time may 
vote. He shall account for and pay into the Treasury of 
the town all fees received by him by virtue of his office; 
but no fees shall be charged for services rendered under the 
provisions of Section 21 of Chapter 62 of the Revised Laws. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

HAY SCALES. 

Section 1. The scale of fees for weighing on the hay 
scales shall be : 

One-half of a cent for every hundred pounds of coal, pig- 
iron, stone, sand, produce, provisions, or ice, and one cent 
for every hundred pounds of hay, straw, or other articles ; 
but the fee for weighing an article other than hay or 
straw shall in no case be less than ten cents, and no single 
fee shall exceed one dollar, and no fee shall be taken for 
weighing done on account of the town ; nor for weighing 
the cart or vehicle containing the article to be weighed, nor 
for any other tare. 

The weighers shall deduct from said fees the necessary 
expenses incurred, retain four-fifths of the remainder to 
their own use, and pay over the balance to the Town 
Collector. 

ARTICLE XVII. 

CONSTBUCTION OP TOWN WAYS. 

Section 1. Whenever any way shall have been laid out 
or altered by the Selectmen, and accepted and allowed by 
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the town, no entry for the purpose of constructing anj 
part of such laying out or alteration shall be maCle until 
all claims for damages by reason thereof shall have 
finally adjusted or determined, unless such entry sha^. 
authorized by special vote of the town. 

ARTICLE XVIII. ^ 

USB OF PUBLIC WATS. 

Management of Horeea and Vehiolea. 

Section 1. No person except driyers of ambulances or 
patrol wagons, or members of the Fire Department re- 
sponding to a flre-alarm shall drlTe or ride a horse or other 
animal at a rate of speed exceeding eight miles an hour, 
through any public way, street, or avenue in this town. 

Section 2. No person shall drive any carriage of burden 
or pleasure upon any bridle-path of the town. 

Section 3. No person having charge of a truck, cart, 
wagon, sled, or dray, with an animal attached thereto 
to draw the same, shall, when riding, cease from holding 
the reins in his hands to guide and restrain such animal, 
nor, when not riding, cease from walking by the head of 
the shaft or wheel animal, either holding or keeping within 
reach of the bridle or halter thereof. 

Section 4. No person shall drive, or take charge of, 
at the same time, in any of the public ways of the town, 
two or more vehicles, drawn by horses or other beasts. 

Section 5. No person having the charge of a vehicle 
in any street shall neglect or refuse to stop the same, or to 
place the same when stopped, as directed by a police officer. 

Section 6. No person shall permit any horse in his 
charge to be fed on any street or way in the town while 
hitched to a vehicle, unless the wheels of the vehicle are 
securely fastened by brakes or otherwise. 

Section 7. No person having under his care or control 
any vehicle shall permit the same, or the animal or animals 
attached thereto, if any, to stand across any public high- 
way or street, in such a manner as to obstruct the travel 
over the same, for an unnecessary length of time ; no person 
shall stop with any vehicle in any public street so near to 
another vehicle as to obstruct public travel ; and no person 
shall stop with any vehicle upon or across any crossing in 
any street or highway in the town. 

Section 8. No person shall occupy any part of any public 
street as storage-room for carriages or other vehicles. 

Oraztng, 

Section 9. No person shall suffer horses or grazing beasts 
or swine to run at large in this town, or to feed by th« 
roadside, either with or without a keeper. 
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Use of Bidetoalks. 

^, ^^BCTioN 10. No person shall drive, wheel, or draw anj 
J^^J <.%, cart, wheelbarrow, hand-cart, or any carriage of 
uuroen or pleasure (except children's carriages drawn by 
hand) upon any sidewalk in the town. 

Section 11. No person shall permit any horse, cattle, 
• wine, or sheep under his care, to go upo n ai 



ABTiCLE XVra, Section I, of the Town By-Laws, as 

iLMENDED Mabch 30th, 1904. 

SECTION 1. NO person ««*?» drivers of «^b^^« 
or Datrol wagons, or members of the Fire l^eP^J^*^; 

n?^^S shaU prevent the speeding of horses on Beacon 
^ ^^HnTthesleiehlne season, under such limitations 
iSfftionf a/'^ slectmen 'shall from time to time 

fix and determine. 



Section 18. Any person who intends to erect, repair, or 
take down any building on land abutting on any way 
which this town is obliged to keep in repair, and desires 
to make use of any portion of said way for the purpose 
of placing thereon building materials or rubbish, shall giye 
notice thereof to the Selectmen. And thereupon the Select- 
men may grant a permit to occupy such a portion of said 
way to be used for such purpose as in their judgment the 
necessity of the case demands and the security of the 
public allows ; such permit in no case to be in force longer 
than ninety days, and to be on such conditions as the 
Selectmen may require ; and especially, in every case, upon 
condition that during the whole of every night, from twi- 



212 Toicn By-Law». 

tbe town, no entry for the parpoie of cooBtrnctlnj an? 
part of loch laying ont or ftlter&tlon Bball be made until 
all claims for damages b; reason thereof shall bave 
flnallj adjusted or determined, nnleu sucb entry sha.. 
anthorlied by special vote of tbe town. 

ABTICLB XTIII. ' 



over tbe aame, for an Dnneceaaary length of time ; no person 
shall atop with any vehicle In any public street so near to 
another vehicle as to obstmct public travel ; and no person 
shall atop with any vehicle opon or serosa any crosstng In 
any street or highway Id the town. 

8ICTI0N 8. No person aball occupy any part of any public 
street as Btorage-Toom for carriages or other Tehlcles. 

SICTIOX 9. No person shall suffer horses or grazing beasts 
or iwltia to mn at large In this town, or to feed by th* 
roadafde, either witb or withont ■ keeper. 
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Use of Bidetualka. 

^^ ^^^CTioN 10. No person shall drive, wheel, or draw anj 
ci(j ^* cart, wheelbarrow, hand-cart, or any carriage of 
uuraen or pleasure (except children's carriages drawn by 
hand) upon any sidewalk in the town. 

Section 11. No person shall permit any horse, cattle, 
'^'ine, or sheep under his care, to go upon any sidewalk 
in the town. 

Coasting. 

Section 12. No person shall coast upon a sled upon any 
sidewalk of the town, or upon any street, except at such 
times and in such places as may from time to time be 
designated by the Chief of Police. 

Games — Missiles. 

Section 13. No person shall throw stones, snowballs, 
sticks, or other missiles, or kick at football, or play at 
any game in which a ball is used, or fly any kites or balloons, 
in any of the public ways of the town. 

Section 14. No person shall shoot with or use a bow 
and arrow in any of the public ways of the town. 

Depositing Merchandise and Buhhish on Streets and Side- 

ioalks. 

Section 15. No person shall place, or cause to be placed 
any lumber, coal, barrel or other obstruction upon any 
public way or sidewalk and allow it to remain more than 
one hour after being notified by a police officer to remove 
it. 

Section 16. No person shall sweep rubbish on to any 
sidewalk or street in the town. 

Section 17. No person shall lay, throw, or place, or cause 

■> be laid, thrown, or placed, any ice or snow into any 

stt et within the town, unless the same be broken into 

.^mull pieces and spread evenly on the surface of such street. 

Use of Streets for Building Purposes. 

Section 18. Any person who intends to erect, repair, or 
take down any building on land abutting on any way 
which this town is obliged to keep in repair, and desires 
to make use of any portion of said way for the purpose 
of placing thereon building materials or rubbish, shall giye 
notice thereof to the Selectmen. And thereupon the Select- 
men may grant a permit to occupy such a portion of said 
way to be used for such purpose as in their judgment the 
necessity of the case demands and the security of the 
public allows ; such permit in no case to be in force longer 
than ninety days, and to be on such conditions as the 
Selectmen may require ; and especially, in every case, upon 
condition that during the whole of every night, from twi- 
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light in the evening until tnnrise in the morning, lighted 
lanterns shall be so placed as effectually to secure all 
travellers from liability to come in contact with such build- 
ing materials or rubbish. 

Section 19. No person shall use any portion of any way 
which the town is obliged to keep in repair for the purposes 
named in the next preceding section without the permit. 
In writing, of the Selectmen, as above provided, nor having 
obtained such permit, shall fall to comply with the con- 
ditions thereof; and in addition to any penalty to which 
he may be subjected under these By-laws for such failure, 
he shall reimburse the town for all expenses and damages 
which the town may be compelled to pay by reason of 
such unauthorized use, or of any failure to comply with 
said conditions. 

ARTICLE XIX. 

MISCELLANEOUS PBOYISION8. 

Disorderly Behavior. 

Section 1. No person shall behave himself In a rude 
or disorderly manner in any public place In the town. 

Section 2. No person shall use any Indecent, profane, 
or Insulting language in any public place In the town or 
within audible distance of any dwelling-house or other 
building therein. 

Section 3. No person shall be, or remain, upon any 
sidewalk, or upon any door-step, portico, or other pro- 
jection of any house or other building not his own, to 
the annoyance or disturbance of any person ; nor shall 
any person In a street stand or loiter for more than five 
minutes after being directed by a police officer to move on. 

Section 4. No person shall by any noise, gesture, or 
other means, wantonly or designedly frighten any horse 
in any street or other public place In the town. 

Section 5. No person shall stand on any public way in 
such a manner as to obstruct a free passage for passengers. 

Defacing Grounds — Injuring Trees. 

Section 6. No person shall wilfully deface or injure 
any public playground, planting-space, flower-bed, tree, shrub, 
or grass border. 

Section 7. No person shall tie a horse to a tree in 
any street, and no person, except an employee of the town, 
or of a telephone, telegraph, or electric light company, shall 
climb any tree on any public way or ground In the town. 

Posters — Circulars — Litter. 

Section 8. No person shall post, affix, or In any way 
attach any poster, handbill, notice, advertisement, or placard. 
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or paint, draw, or stamp any letter, notice, figure, or adver- 
tisement npon, or otherwise deface any wall, fence, tree, 
post, building, or structure not his own, within the town 
of Brookline, except with the consent of the owner thereof. 

Section 9. No person shall distribute papers, circulars, 
or advertisements through the town in such manner as to 
create a disturbance or litter. 

Firing Ouns. 

Section 10. No person shall fire or discharge any gun, 
fowiing-piece, or fire-arm within two hundred feet of any 
street in the town of Brookline or on any private grounds, 
except with the consent of the owner thereof; provided, 
however, that this By-law shall not apply to the use of 
such weapons at any military eiercise or in the lawful 
defence of the person, family, or property of any citizen. 

Barking Doga, 

Section 11. No person shall own or keep in this town 
any dog which by barking, biting, howling, or in any other 
manner disturbs the quiet of any neighborhood. 

Shaking Carpets. 

Section 12. No person shall beat or shake any carpets 
within one hundred feet of any dwelling-house not his 
own, or in any place so that the (hist from such carpets 
shall injure any person in any dwelling-house or upon any 
public way or place. 

Section 13. (Disapproved.) 

Street Bands. 

SectaON 14. No street band shall play on any of the 
public streets of the town between six p. m and seven a. m. 
without the written permission of the Chief of Police. 

Hawkers and Peddlers. 

Section 15. No person shall hawk or peddlo any of 
the articles enumerated in Section 15 of Chapter 65 of the 
Revised Laws, until he has recorded his name and residence 
with the Chief of Police, and been assigned a number by 
him, nor unless any vehicle or receptacle in which he shall 
carry or convey such articles shall have painted on It in 
letters and figures at least two inches in height the name 
of the person selling, and the number given him by the 
Chief of Police, and be approved on the first Monday in every 
month by the Chief of Police; provided, however, that the 
foregoing provisions shall not apply to minors licensed by the 
Selectmen ; and, further, provided that the Selectmen may r> 
■train the sale by minors of any or all such articles. 
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SscTioM 16. No person hawking, peddling, or selling, or 
exposing for sale, any articles enumerated in Section 15 
of Chapter 65 of the Revised Laws, shall cry his wares 
to the disturbance of the peace and comfort of the inhabi- 
tants of the town. 

Section 17. No hawker or peddler shall carry or conyey 
any articles enumerated in Section 15 of Chapter 65 of the 
Revised Laws in any manner that will tend to injure or 
disturb the public health or comfort, nor otherwise than 
in vehicles or receptacles which are neat and clean and do not 
leak. 

Junk Licenaea. 

Section 18. The Selectmen may license suitable persons 
to be dealers in and keepers of shops for the purchase, sale, 
or barter of junk, old metals, or second-hand articles, in the 
town. They may also license suitable persons as Junk col- 
lectors, to collect, by purchase or otherwise, Junk, old metals, 
and second-hand articles from place to place in the town ; 
and they may provide that such collectors shall display 
badges upon their persons or upon their vehicles, or 
upon both, when engaged in collecting, transporting, or 
dealing in Junk, old metals, or second-hand articles ; and 
may prescribe the design thereof. They may also provide 
that such shops and all articles of merchandise therein, 
and any place, vehicle, or receptacle used for the collection 
or keeping of the articles aforesaid, may be examined at 
all times by the Selectmen or by any person by them author- 
ized thereto. The aforesaid licenses may be revoked at 
pleasure, and shall be subject to the provisions of Sections 
186 to 189 inclusive of Chapter 102 of the Revised Laws. 

Section 19. Every keeper of a shop for the purchase, 
sale,, or barter of Junk, old metals, or second-hand articles, 
within the limits of the town, shall keep a book, in which 
shall be written, at the time of every purchase of any such 
article, a description thereof, the name, age, and residence 
of the person from whom, and the day and libur when, such 
purchase was made ; such book shall at all times be open 
to the inspection of the Selectmen and of any person by. 
them authorized to make such inspection ; every keeper of 
such shop shall put in a suitable and conspicuous place on 
his shop a sign having his name and occupation legibly 
inscribed thereon in large letters ; such shop, and all articles 
of merchandise therein, may be at all times examined by 
the Selectmen or by any person by them authorized to make 
such examination ; and no keeper of such shop and no 
Junk collector shall, directly or indirectly, either purchase 
or receive by way of barter or exchange any of the articles 
aforesaid of a minor or apprentice, knowing or having reason 
to believe him to be such ; and no article purchased or 
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receiyed by such shopkeeper shall be sold until at least 
one week from the date of its purchase or receipt has 
elapsed. Such shops shall be closed between the hours of 
6 p. M. and 7 ▲. m.« and no keeper thereof and no junk 
collector shall purchase any of the articles aforesaid during 
such hours. 



"NumheHng Houses on Streets, 

Section 20. The Selectmen may order numbers to be 
affixed to or painted on the buildings on any street, in 
their discretion. The owner of every house shall comply 
with such order within ten days thereafter. 



ARTICLE XX. 

PUBLIC HEAI/TH. 

Vaults — Drains, 

Section 1. No person shall allow his yault or house or 
stable drain to drain into any sewer without first obtaining 
from the proper authorities the permission so to do. 

Section 2. If the Board of Health shall at any time 
be satisfied that any tenement, used as a dwelling-house, 
is not provided with a suitable privy, vault, and drain, or 
either of them, it shall give notice in writing to the owner, 
agent, occupant, or other person having the care thereof; 
and in case of neglect or refusal to obey such notice, the 
Board of Health shall cause such privy, vault, and drain, 
or either of them, to be made for such tenement or other 
building, at he expense of such owner, agent, occupant, or 
other person ; and in case any such drain, vault, or privy 
is constructed as aforesaid, for the use of more than one 
house, then the owner, agent, occupant, or other person 
having the charge of each of such houses shall be liable 
to pay a proportional part of such expense. 

Section 3. Whenever any vault, privy, or drain becomes 
offensive or obstructed, the same shall be cleansed and made 
free, and the owner, agent, occupant, or other person having 
charge of the land in which any vault, privy, or drain is 
situated, the state or condition of which is in violation of 
the provisions of this ordinance, shall remove, cleanse, alter, 
amend, or repair the same within such reasonable time, 
after notice in writing to that effect given by the Board of 
Health, as shall be expressed in such notice. In case of 
neglect or refusal so to do, the Board of Health may cause 
the same to be removed, cleansed, altered, amended, or 
repaired, as it may deem expedient, at the expense of the 
owner, agent, occupant, or other person as aforesaid, who 
shall also be liable to a penalty. 
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Houee-Offal, 

Section 4. No person shall remove or carry In or through 
any of the streets, squares, courts, lanes, avenues, places, or 
alleys within the town of Brookline any house-dirt or house- 
offal, either animal or vegetable, or any grease or bones, or any 
refuse substances from any of the dwelling-houses or other 
places in the town, unless such person so removing or carry- 
ing the same, and the mode in which the same may be 
removed or carried, shall have been expressly licensed by the 
Board of Health upon such terms and conditions as it may 
deem the health and interest of the town require. 

Section 5. No person shall drive, or cause to be driven, 
any cart or wagon containing night-soil, or any cart or 
wagon used for that purpose, through any public way in the 
town, except carts of the Odorless Excavating Company, until 
permission has first been obtained from the Board of Health. 

Rubbish — FUth. 

Section 6. No person shall put or suffer to accumulate 
on his premises any refuse, animal or vegetable matter, 
rubbish or filth, whereby any offensive or noxious stench 
or eflluvia shall be created, and the health or comfort of the 
citizens be injuriously affected, or shall throw any such 
substances into the streams or brooks of the town not laid 
out by the town as common sewers, or shall allow the 
contents of any vault or house-drain, or the refuse of man- 
ufacturing or slaughtering process to drain into such streams 
or brooks. 

Section 7. No person shall throw or suffer to fall into 
any common sewer in the town, or into any inlet of the 
same, any dead animals, stones, bricks, sticks, or other 
substances likely to obstruct the flow of water in the same. 

Section 8. No person without the license of the Board of 
Health shall throw into, or leave in or upon any street, 
court, square, lane, alley, public square, public enclosure, 
pond or body of water, or vacant lot where it would be offen- 
sive or injurious to health, within the limits of the town, 
any dead animal, dirt, sawdust, soot, ashes, cinders, shav- 
ings, hair, shreds, manure, oyster, clam, or lobster 
shells, waste water, rubbish or filth of any kind, or any 
refuse, animal or vegetable matter whatsoever. 

Section 9. All dirt, sawdust, soot, ashes, cinders, shav- 
ings, hair, shreds, manure, oyster, clam, or lobster shells, 
waste water, or any animal or vegetable substance, rubbish or 
filth of any kind in any house, warehouse, or other build- 
ing, cellar, yard, unaccepted street, alleyway, or other place, 
which the Board of Health may deem injurious to the 
health of the town, shall be removed by the owner or occu 
pant of such house, warehouse, other building, cellar, yard, 
unaccepted street, alleyway, or other place where the same 
may be found, within twenty-four hours, or such other 
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time as the Board of Health may deem reasonable, after 
notice In writing to that effect, or such removal shall be 
made under the direction of the Board of Health, and the 
expense thereof borne by snch owner or occupant, who 
shall also be liable to a penalty. 

Decayed Vegeiablea — Tainted Meat, 

Section 10. No person shall bring Into town . any de- 
cayed or damaged grain, rice, coffee, fruit, potatoes, or other 
yegetable product, or any tainted or damaged meat or 
fish, without a permit therefor from and in such a manner 
as directed by the Board of Health. 



ARTICLE XXI. 

PBOSECUTIONS AND PENALTIES. 

Section 1. Except when otherwise provided by law, 
prosecutions for offenses under the By-laws of the town 
may be made by any constable or police officer of the town. 

Section 2. Whoever violates any provision of Sections 
1, 2, 3, or 4 of Article IV., or of Sections 6, 6, or 7 of Article 
XIII., or any provision of Articles XVIII. or XIX., or any 
provision of Sections 1, 3, 4, 6, 6, 7, 8, 9, or 10 of Article 
XX. of the Town By-laws, or refuses or neglects to obey 
any order of the Board of Health issued under these By-laws, 
and directed to him and properly served upon him, shall, in 
cases not otherwise provided for, forfeit and pay for each 
offense a fine not exceeding twenty dollars. 



Adopted at Adjourned Annual Town Meetinf^, Brookline, March 

31 1903. 

Attest: EDWARD W. BAKER, 

Town Clerk. 

Norfolk, ss. Superior Court. 

May 11, 1903. 
The foregoinfif By-Laws of the Town of Brookline are approved 
by the Superior Court, with the exception of Section 13, of Article 
XIX., which is not approved; and said By-Laws, so approved, with 
such approval, are recorded in the office of the Clerk of the Courts of 
the County of Norfolk. 

Attest: R. B. WORTHINGTON, 

Assistant Clerk. 



I L. 8. j 



Brookline, May 20, 1903. 
A true copy. 

Attest: EDWARD W. BAKER, 

Town Clerk. 
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BY-LAW IN BELATION TO WALNUT 
HILLS CEMETERY. 

Aditpted Feb. 9, 1898, 



Section 1. — Tkustees. 
The maDagement and control of the Cemetery shall 
be vested iu a board of six Trustees; said Trustees 
shall be elected at the annual town meeting for the 
election of town officers. The present Board of 
Trustees shall serve for the remainder of the term for 
which they were elected respectively; as their term of 
office expires, two members shall be elected annually 
to serve for the term of three vears. They shall fill 
any vacancy or vacancies that may occur in their board, 
the persons elected to hold office only until the next 
annual town meeting. The Town Treasurer shall be 
treasurer of the board. 

Section 2 . — Organization . 

A meeting of the Trustees shall be held within two 
weeks after the annual town meeting. They shall 
choose by ballot one of their number to be chairman of 
the board. They shall also appoint annually a Superin- 
tendent and a Clerk, and such other officers as they may 
find necessary for the management of the affairs of the 
Cemetery. These officers will hold over until others 
are appointed in their stead; they shall not be members 
of the Board of Trustees. Their salaries shall be 
determined by the Trustees. They may be removed 
from office for cause at any time by vote of two-thirds 
of the Trustees at a meeting duly called for that pur- 
pose. 

Section 3. — Chairman. 

The chairman shall preside at all meetings of the 
Board of Trustees. In his absence a temporary chair- 
man shall be chosen. 

Section 4. — Meetings. 
The Board of Trustees shall meet as often as once 
a month, at such times and places as the chairman or a 
majority of the Trustees may direct, and special meet- 
ings may be called by the chairman or by two Trustees. 
The Clerk shall notify the Trustees of all meetings by 
written or printed notices. Four Trustees shall con- 
stitute a quorum for the transaction of business, but a 
less number may adjourn a meeting. 
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Skction 6. — Duties akd Powebs of Trustees. 
The Trustees shall have the sole care, inaDageiijent 
and suDerintendence of the Cemetery, the direction of 
laying out, grading, improving, and ornamenting the 
same; and of the expenditure of all moneys appro- 
priated therefor; and shall make all needful rules and 
regulations not repugnant to law, respecting the 
occupation and use thereof, subject to approval by the 
town. They shall have authority to sell and convey, 
assign and allot, either separate lots or exclusive burial 
rights, or to grant permits for burial, upon such terms 
and conditions, and for such considerations as they 
shall determine to be just, right and equitable, having 
reference and regard to the cost of the land, and the 
expense of preparing and fitting the same for the 
purposes of the Cemetery. Provided, however, that all 
conveyances of separate lots or exclusive burial rights 
shall bo made subject to the provision that the pur- 
chaser shall pay in addition to the price of the lot, as 
a donation to the Perpetual Care Fund, a sum of money 
equal to twenty-five cents per square foot of the area of 
the lot conveyed. Any sums of money so received and 
any deposit or donation made for the purpose shall con- 
stitute a fund to be known as the Perpetual Care Fund, 
and shall be invested by the Treasurer , under the direction 
of the Trustees and under such limitations as are pre- 
scribed by law; the income from this fund shall be used 
for the peipetual care of the grass and sodding of each lot 
or grave sold, and for no other purpose. The proceeds 
of all sales of lots or rights of burial in said Cemetery, 
and all incidental receipts, shall be paid into the town 
treasury and be kept separate and apart from any other 
funds of the town, and shall be known as the General 
Fund of the Walnut Uills Cemetery, and said fund 
shall be appropriated and applied to the preservation, 
improvement and embellishment of the Cemetery, 
and to the incidental expenses thereof. 

Section 6. — Conveyances. 
All conveyances, assigument.s and allotments of 
separate lots or exclusive burial rights shall be made 
in writing, signed by not less than four of the 
Trustees, and recorded by the Clerk in a book kept by 
him for the purpose, under the super vision and direct] on 
of the board; and the Board of Trustees are hereby 
authorized in behalf of the town to make such con- 
veyances, assignments and allotments from time to 
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time, which shall have the effect to confer an equitable 
title or interest only, the legal title remaining in the 
town in perpetual trust. 

Section 7. — Transfers. 
Suitable provision shall be made for the transfer of 
certificates of proprietorship, for recording the same, 
and the issue of new certificates in such manner and 
form, upon such conditions and by the payment of such 
clerical fees as the Trustees shall prescribe. 

Section 8. — Emoluments. 

No Trustee shall receive, directly or indirectly, any 
pay or emolument for his services as Trustee, nor 
shall he or any officer or paid servant of the Board of 
Trustees have any pecuniary interest in the work in 
or materials furnished for the Cemeteiy , by the direction 
of the Board of Trustees, or any committee or duly 
authorized agent of said board. 

Section 9. — Reports. 
The Trustees shall make annually a report of their 
doings during the preceding year; said report shall 
contain a general statement of the receipts and expenses 
of the year, the condition of the funds in their care, 
and such other matters of information as they may 
deem desirable; said report to be printed with the 
annual report of town officers. 

Section 10. — Committees. 
The Trustees shall annually appoint from among the 
members of their board a Committee on Cemetery and 
a Committee on Finance; the Committee on Cemetery 
to consist of not less than two members, the Committee 
on Finance to consist of not less than two members; 
the chairman of the board to be a member, ex-offido^ of 
each committee. They shall also from time to time 
appoint such other committees as may be found 
dresirable. The Committee on Cemetery shall have the 
direct and general care of the Cemetery, shall supervise 
the sale and the laying out of the lots, the construction 
of paths and avenues, the removal and planting of trees, 
the erection of monuments and other structures in the 
Cemetery, the employment of labor, the purchase of 
supplies, and any other duties naturally coming within 
their province. They shall at every monthly meeting: 
of the Board of Trustees, make a report in writing of 
the condition of the Cemetery and such other informa- 
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tiOD as may be of interest to the Board of Trastees. 
Any alterations or improvements involving considerable 
expense materially changing the grounds or the general 
management of the Cemetery, shall be submitted in 
writing to the Board of Trastees, and receive their 
approval before execution. The Committee on Finance 
shall act as auditors, and examine all accounts rendered 
by the Treasurer, Clerk and Superintendent. All bills 
payable on account of the Cemetery shall be examined 
and endorsed by a member of this committee and ap- 
proved by four Trustees before they are paid. No 
expense shall be incurred except in pursuance of orders 
by the board, or by its committees, or to an extent 
exceeding the funds which may have been placed at 
their disposal. They shall, once at least in every year, 
examine the securities and evidences of property held 
by the Treasurer, and shall report to the board in 
relation thereto. 

Section II. — Clerk. 

The Clerk shall notify and attend all meetings of the 
Trustees, and shall keep a faithful record of their 
doings. In his absence a clerk, pro tempore, shall be 
chosen. He shall prepare, have the custody of and 
attend to the proper disposition of all papers, of what- 
ever nature, made necessary by these by-laws, or by 
an^ rules or directions of the Trustees or any committee 
thereof; and perform any other duties required by them 
appropriate to his office. He shall pay all fees received 
by him to the Treasurer. 

Section 12 — Treasurer. 

The Treasurer shall have the charge ancT custody of 
all the moneys, securities or other evidences of property 
belonging to the Cemetery. He shall collect all moneys 
due the town on account of the Cemetery, hold, invest 
or pay them under the direction of the Trnsttses, and 
shall keep such books of accounts as they may direct. 
He shall, at every monthly meeting of the Board of 
Trustees, send in an abstract of his transactions of the 
preceding month, and statements of the condition of 
the General and Perpetual Care Funds, and make such 
other reports as the Trustees may direct. He shall not 
be required to furnish any bonds other than his bond as 
Town Treasurer, nor shall he be paid any salary other 
than the salary paid him as Town Treasurer. 
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Section 13. — Supbkiktbndent. 
The SaperintendeDt shall, at ail times and in all 
respects, be subjected to the directions of the Board of 
Trustees, either directly or by any of its committees. 
He shall have the general care and custody of the property 
and grounds of the Cemetery, the control and direction of 
all subordinate officers and workmen employed therein, 
and the enforcement of all laws, rules and regulations 
affecting the rights of proprietors or the conduct of 
visitors. He shall pay all money received by him for 
the Cemetery to the Treasurer. He shall have the 
general charge and sunerintendence of all iotermimts, 
and see that the laws of the Commonwealth and the 
rules and regulations of the Board of Trustees and the 
Board uf Health in relation thereto are complied with. 
He *4hall keep such books of record, make such reports 
and perform such other duties appropriate to his office 
as the Trustees may from time to time require. 

Section 14. — Sales of Lots. 
Upon the selection of a lot or parcel of ground, the 
Superintendent shall issue to the person proposing to 
purchase, a certificate in the form provided therefor. 
When the terms and conditions of the sale shall have 
been approved in writing by the Committee on Ceme- 
tery, the purchaser shall pay to the Treasurer the 
stipulated price; whereupon the Clerk shall make, 
record and deliver a conveyance signed by four Trustees 
and countersigned by the Clerk, and sealed with the 
town seal, which shall be receipted for in a book pro- 
vided for that purpose. Lots foi tombs may be sold 
under the direction of the Committee on Cemetery in 
places approved by the Board of Trustees. The con- 
struction and position of tombs built therein must also 
be approved by said committee. 

Section 16. —Interments. 
No interment shall be made until the Superintendent 
shall have been furnished with such permits as may be 
required by the laws of the Commonwealth or of the 
city or town from which the deceased may be brought, 
together with an order from the proprietor of the lot in 
which such interment is to be made, or from his legal 
representative; nor until the fees hereinafter provided 
shall have been paid. The charge for opening an 
adult grave and making an interment shall be five 
dollars; for the same service in the case of a child, 
under ten years of age, three dollars. The same fee 
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shall be paid for openiDg a tomb as for preparing a 
grave. Interments may be made in the public lots and 
the graves numbered, upon the payment of fifteen 
dollars each in addition to th<> fees hereinbefore 
provided; but no slab or monument shall be erected 
upon such graves without the approval of the Com- 
mittee on Cemetery. The Treasurer shall f(ive the pur- 
chaser of a grave a certificate therefor in the form 
provided for that purpose. Whenever any such grave 
shall become vacant by removal of the body interred 
therein, the owner may sell said grave, with the 
approval of the Trustees, otherwise the land shall 
revert to the town, but in case the owner thereof or his 
representative becomes the purchaser of a lot in the 
Cemetery, the original price of the grave shall bo 
allowed in part payment for the lot. Not more than 
two interments shall be made in the same grave, 
whether in a private or a public lot, and the later 
interment shall be at least three feet below the surface 
of the ground. Bodies may be deposited in a receiving- 
tomb upon the payment of fifteen dollars. If, within 
four months after the deposit, such body shall be 
removed to any other part of the Cemetery, ten dollars 
of the above sum shall be refunded; otherwise, the 
whole amount shall be retained by the Trustees, and 
the Superintendent may at any time thereafter remove 
the body to such place within the Cemetery as the Com- 
mittee on Cemetery may direct. The Superintendent 
shall deliver any such body to the friends or relatives 
applying for it in a legal manner for removal at their 
own expense from the Cemetery . At military funerals no 
firing of volleys shall be allowed within the Cemetery, 
except by special permission of the Committee on 
Cemetery. No grave or tomb shall be opened for 
interment or removal by any person not in the employ 
of the Trustees. 

Section 16. — Records and Plans. 
There shall be kept at the office of the Clerk all the 
books necessary for recording the original deeds of lots, 
of ornamental grounds, and of spaces between lots; of 
transfers from proprietor to proprietor, and transfers by 
will or by operation of law; also, instruments of dona- 
tion in trust for the perpetual care of lots, or for any 
purpose consistent with the objects of the Cemetery; 
also, a register of interments; and such other records 
as may from time to time be found necessary or con- 
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venient by the Board of Trustees or anv coinmittee 
thereof. A sectional plan of the Cenaetery shall be kept 
at the office of the Clerk, on which shall be entered, 
under the direction of the Committee on Cemetery, by 
a suiveyor designated by them, all avenues and paths 
duly named, and all lots sold or laid out by the 
Trustees, duly numbered. All changes shall be noted 
thereon, so that at all times it shall represent the con- 
dition of the Cemetery in the particulars named. The 
original lines shall be black and shall not be erased. 
The changed lines shall be red. Copies of said plans 
shall also be kept at the Cemetery in care of the Super- 
intendent. 

Section 17. — Reconvkyanck in Tkust. 
The owner of any lot who shall have contracted with 
the town for the care and preservation of said lot for- 
ever, and for the repair and renewal of any monuments, 
head-stones, tombs, or other structures in or upon said 
lot, desiring: to place th«4 same in perpetual trust for the 
purpose of restrictin&r the right of burial, or for any 
other legitimate object, may, with th^. consent of the 
Trustees, reconvey such lot to the town to hold the 
same forever for the uses and trusts expressed in his 
deed of reconveyance; reserving to said owner, and to 
such {19 may be beneficiaries thereunder, the right of 
admission, and such supervision as may not be incon- 
sistent with the rights which have vested in the town. 

Section 18. — Forms and Rules. 

The Trustees shall prepare the necessary forms of 
deeds required for the conveyance or reconveyance of 
lots or burial rights, and also such rules and regulations 
for the management of the Cemetery as they may deem 
necessary, and report the same to the town for 
approval . 

Sections 1 to 18 inclusive approved by the Superior Court 
October IJ^ 1896, 

Section 19. 

The provisions of the By-Law and the power and 
duties of the Trustees shall also embrace and pertain 
to the Old Town Cemetery on Walnut street, subject 
to all existing rights of proprietors of lots or burial 
privileges therein, and the Trustees shall have power 
in their discretion to enter into contracts for the 
perpetual care of the grass and grounds and for repairs 
or renewal of head-stones, monuments, tombs or other 
structures therein. 

Section 19 approved by the Superior Court February 5, 
1902. 
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RULES AND KEGULATIONS CONCERNING 
LOTS, TOMBS, ETC. 

1. No lot shall be enclosed by a wall, fence, cop- 
ing, hedf2:e, or by any boundary whatever; but the 
limits of each lot shall be marked at each corner by 
suitable granite posts, and these boundary marks shall 
be sunk in the ground so that the tops shall be below 
the surface of the ground. Each lot shall be legibly 
numbered in a manner to be approved by the Trustees. 

2. No lot shall be used for any other purpose than 
as a place of burial for the dead; and no trees within 
the lot shall be cut down or destroyed without the con- 
sent of the Trustees. 

3. The proprietors of lots shall not erect any monu- 
ment, cenotaph, or stone commemorative of the dead, 
without obtaining the approval of the Board of Trustees, 
and no flowers, plants, shrubs, or trees shall be planted 
or cultivated in any lot without the approval of said 
Trustees. 

4. The Trustees shall have the right to remove 
from any lot such trees and shrubs as shall in their 
judgment be detrimental to the adjacent lots or 
avenues. 

5. No tomb shall be constructed or allowed within 
the bounds of the Cemetery unless by special permis- 
sion of the Trustees, and only in such places and in 
such manner as the Trustees shall direct; and no 
proprietor shall sufiFer the remains of any person to be 
deposited within the bounds of his lot for hire. 

6. All lots shall be indivisible. 

7. All lots when sold shall be trenched, graded, 
sodded and prepared by the Superintendent, who shall 
also provide and set the boundary posts; and all such 
work shall be paid for by the purchaser in addition to 
the amount paid for the lot. No monument or other 
structure of white marble shall be erected within the 
bounds of the Cemetery. 

RULES AND REGULATIONS CONCERNING 

VISITORS. 

1. No vehicle shall be admitted on Sunday unless 
accompanied by a proprietor of a lot or a member of 
his or her household with his or her ticket. 
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2. No horse or other animal shall be allowed in any 
part of the Cemetery except upon the avenues ; or be 
driven or ridden at a rate faster than a walk ; or left 
without a keeper, unless fastened to the places provided 
for the purpose. 

3. All persons with fire-arms or any article on sale 
are prohibted from entering the Cemetery, and no re- 
freshments will be allowed upon the grounds. 

4. All persons are prohibited from writing upon or 
otherwise defacing any monument, fence, sign, or other 
structure within or belonging to the Cemetery. 

5. All persons are prohibited from gathering any 
flowers, either wild or cultivated, or from breaking or 
otherwise injuring any tree, shrub or plant, or from 
annoying birds, squirrels or other harmless animals 
within the Cemetery. 

6. Dogs will not be admitted into the Cemetery. 

7. Visitors must walk on the avenues and paths, 
and will not be allowed on any other portion of the 
grounds. 

8. All noisy and disorderly persons will be expelled 
from the Cemetery. 

9. No person in the employ of the Trustees is 
allowed to receive any gratuity for services rendered to 
visitors. 

10. The Superintendent is authorized to cause the 
arrest and prosecution of all persons violating these 
regulations. 

Bvles and Regulations approved by the 
Town February 9, 1898, 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT. 



Adopted November 9(h^ 1903. 



PREAMBLE. 

The police department of the town of Brookline 
consists of the chief of police, captain and lieutenants, 
sergeants and patrolmen, in such numbers as the Board 
of Selectmen shall deem necessary. They are ap- 
pointed by the Selectmen and hold their offices during 
good behavior and until removed by the Selectmen. 
They have all the powers of constables, except the 
power of serving and executing civil process, and all 
the powers of watchmen under the Revised Laws. 

All appointments to the force and all promotions 
are made under the Civil Service Rules of the Com- 
monwealth. To be eligible for appointment upon the 
police force it is necessary, — 

1st. To be a citizen of the United States. 

2nd. To have been a resident and tax payer of 
Brookline for the two years next preceding ap- 
pointment. 

drd. To be able to read and write the English 
language understandingly. 

4th. To be not under twenty-two nor over thirty- 
live years of age when first appointed. 

5th. Never to have been indicted and convicted of 
crime. 

6th. To be of sound health and vigor, of un- 
questionable energy and courage, of temperate and 
industrious habits, of peaceable and courteous 
manners, decorous and cleanly in person and dress, 
respectful to superiors, prompt and decided in 
action, and disposed to be zealous in the service. 

Every member of the force may hope to rise, by 
activity, intelligence, and good conduct, to a higher 
position. He must make it a study to recommend him- 
self to notice by a diligent discharge of his duty and 
strict obedience to the commandments of his superiors, 
recollecting that he who has been accustomed to obey is 
best qualified to command. Merit, not favor, is the 
ground of advancement of any member of the force. 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT. 

Members of the force should understand that these 
rules and regulations are not intended to cover every 
case which may arise in the discharge of their duty. 
Something must necessarily be left to the intelligence 
and discretion of individuals; and according to the 
degree in which they show themselves possessed ol these 
qualities, and to their zeal, activity, and judgment on 
all occasions, will be their claims to future promotion 
and reward. 

RULE 1. 

OF VIOLATIONS. 

It is obligatory upon the captain, lieutenants and 
serf^eants of the police force, to report all violations 
of the rules and regulations by members of the force 
under their command and to immediately prefer charges 
for such violations to the chief of police, and failure 
so to do will be treated as neglect of duty. 

RULE 2. 

OF APPOINTMENTS. 

1. Officers of the same grade shall take precedence 
according to the date of their warrants. Where two or 
more officers of the same grade are appointed on the 
same day, the man first named in the order of appoint- 
ment shall be the ranking officer. The chief may at 
any time, when called out for any purpose, designate 
an officer of rank to take command of the force and 
the officer so detailed shall be obeyed. In the absence 
of the chief, if no other officer has been designated, the 
officer next in rank shall have and exercise all the 
powers conferred by these rules upon the chief. 

2. Every man appointed on the police force shall 
before entering upon the dischar£:e of his duties take 
and subscribe to the following oath before the Town 
Clerk: 

I do hereby solemnly 

swear that I will faithfully and impartially discharge 
and perform all the duties incumbent upon me as a 
police officer in the town of Brookline, so long as I 
shall be such officer. So help me God. 

3. He shall also subscribe his name to an agreement 
in the following form : 
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I hereby accept the office of 

on the police force* of the town of 

Brookline, and agree to obey and to be bound by such 
rales and regulations as are or may be, from time to 
time, laid down for the government of the police de- 
partment of said town. 

RULE 3. 

OF PROMOTIONS. 

1 . Any applicant for promotion who causes any person 
to interfere or make solicitation in his behalf to the 
Board of Selectmen, or to any superior officer, person- 
ally or by letter or petition, shall be reported to the 
Board, and his application denied. 

2. Every member of the force shall serve as a patrol- 
man for a period of at least two years after his appoi* t- 
ment before he shall be eligible to promotion or detail 
from regular patrol duty, unless otherwise ordered by 
a unanimous vote of the Board of Selectmen. 

3. Every man appointed as a patrolman must first 
be put on night duty, day duty being reserved for the 
older members of the force, and as promotion for 
meritorious services. 

RULE 4. 

UNIFORMS. 

1. The chief of police shall supply the members of 
the force with badges, buttons, belts, clubs, handcuffs 
and other equipments, all of which shall remain the 
property of the police department, to be returned to 
the chief when the member of the force having them 
in his possession shall cease to belong to the depart- 
ment, or whenever he shall be ordered to return them 
by the chief of police, or as other wiHe directed in these 
rules. 

2. Unifosms and parts of uniforms must be made 
strictly in accordance with these regulations. 

3. Each garment, before it is worn, shall be 
inspected by the chief of police or by such other officer as 
he may direct, to see that it conforms to regulation. 
Uniforms and parts of uniforms not made in accordance 
with the regulation will be rejected. The inspecting 
officer will frequently examine the condition of 
uniforms worn on duty, and will condemn any that are 
unfit for service. An officer who neglects to replace 
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any portion of bis nniform that has been condemned by 
the inspecting officer, within a reasonable time after 
such condemnation, will be suspended with loss of pay, 
until he has conformed to the order of the inspecting 
officer. 

OVERCOATS. 

4. All members of the department shall wear dark 
blue overcoats, double breasted surtout pattern, with 
short rolling plain collars, buttoned close up to the 
neck, the waist two and one-half inches below the 
natural waist, skirt four inches below centre of knee- 
pan, one pocl^et on each breast inside, and one in each 
skirt, a pistol pocket in the left breast opposite third 
button from the bottom, a row of six police buttons 
on each side of the breast placed at a distance between 
rows of seven inches at the top and four inches at the 
bottom, measured from the centre of the buttons and 
in such a manner as to form, when buttoned, direct 
lines from top to bottom ; also four buttons behind, with 
side edge, and three small police buttons on each cuif . 

CAPK. 

5. A dark blue cloth cape reaching one inch above 
the lower button of the overcoat behind, with six police 
buttons in front, to be buttoned up to the neck. 

FROCK COAT. 

6. The chief of police, captain, and lieutenants, 
shall wear a dark blue double breasted frock coat, plain 
collar made to be buttoned up to the neck, with a row 
of six police buttons on each side, placed like the buttons 
on breasts of overcoats ; skirts to be one inch above centre 
of kneepan, breast pockets inside and pocket in each 
skirt, three buttons on each cuff and two buttons on each 
skirt behind. All men below the rank of lieutenant 
shall wear dark blue single breasted straight frock 
coats, buttoned up to the neck, with plain jacket collar 
and straight skirt, nine police buttons on the breast, 
two on each cuif and four behind, side edges half the 
length of the skirt, edges double stitched one eighth 
of an inch wide, sleeves to match, plain around the 
bottom, two breast pockets inside, cash pocket on out- 
side on right side, pocket behind on inside folds, waist 
two and oue-quartei inches below the natural waist, 
skirt one inch above centre of kneepan. 
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SACK COAT. 

7. The chief, captain, and lieutenants, shall wear 
dark blue single breasted fly front sack coat, standing 
collar; the bottom of the skirt shall be eight inches 
above the centre of the kneepan, to be trimmed around 
bottom and two rows on front with black braid one and 
three-quarter inches wide, three buttons on each cu£F, 
four pockets, all inside. All other members of the 
force shall wear dark blue single breasted skeleton 
sack coats, made to button to the neck, with single 
row of four police buttons in front, the bottom of the 
skirt to be eight inches above centre of kneepan, two 
breast pockets, and a pocket in each skirt, all inside. 

VESTS. 

8. All members of the department shall wear dark 
blue single breasted vests, made without collar, with 
seven police buttons, made to button within three 
inches of the neck. 

TROUSERS. 

9. All members of the force shall wear dark blue 
trousers, with light blue welt in outer seam. 

INSIGNIA OF RANK. 

10. The chief, captain, and lieutenants, shall wear 
shoulder straps, the rank being indicated by gold bul- 
lion stars, four for the chief, two for the captain, and 
one for the lieutenants. Sergeants shall wear a gold 
bullion chevron on each arm. 

SERVICE STRIFES. 

11. All members of the force will wear upon both 
sleeves of the coat a stripe for every five years' service 
as police officer in the town of firookline. For all 
officers above the rank of sergeant, the service stripe 
shall be a gold braid, three-eights of an inch wide, 
placed on the front of the sleeve, adjoining: to and above 
the cuff seam, and parallel thereto, extending in length 
from seam to seam. For sergeants and patrolmen, the 
service stripe shall be of light blue cloth, three-eights 
of an inch in width, placed diagonally on the sleeve, 
the highest point near the back seam, nine inches from 
end of cuff, the lowest point three and one-quarter 
inches from end of cuff, stripes to be one-eighth of an 
inch apart. 
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COLLARS, GLOVE8, ETC. 

12. AH officers, when in uniform, shall wear a white 
standing collar, and black silk necktie. White gloves 
shall be worn by men detailed for duty at places of 
amusement, balls, parties, etc., and on all public occa- 
sions. Black boots or shoes only, will be worn when in 
uniform. 

13. Umbrellas or canes shall not be cairied by any 
officer while in uniform. 

14. Every member of the force must at all times be 
neat in person, must keep his uniform in a clean and 
presentable condition, the buttons, badge, and metal 
trimminf^s kept bright, and his boots or shoes clean. 
When, on account of the weather, or causes arising from 
discharge of duty, his dress becomes soiled or dis- 
arranged, it must be put in proper order as soon as 
circumstances permit. 

RULE 6. 

CHIEF OF POLICE. 

1. The chief of police shall be the chief executive 
officer of the police department, and shall be responsible 
for its discipline and efficiency. He shall devote his 
whole time to the discharge of the duties of his office. 
He shall see that all the laws of the state and by-laws 
of the town, the execution of which devolves upon the 
police force, are duly observed and enforced; and he 
shall also promptly execute all orders, and observe all 
rules and regulations prescribed by the Board o^ Select- 
men. 

2. He shall annually, as soon after the first day of 
February as possible, make a report in writing, to the 
Board of Selectmen, of the doings of his department 
for the past year, and he shall, once a month, instruct 
the men in all branches of their duty. 

3. The chief of police shall have power to promul- 
gate oiders to the police force not inconsistent with 
law, the by-laws of the town, or the rules and regula- 
tions of the Board of Selectmen. Such orders shall be 
written or printed and all members of this force shall 
observe and obey them . 

4. He may suspend from duty any member of the 
department, and a written complaint shall be made 
within twenty-four hours against any suspended mem- 
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ber; and the pay of such member shall uot be allowed 
daring the period between Jiis suspension and his rein- 
statement or discharge, unless by special order of the 
Board of Selectmen. 

5. He shall keep a complete record of the business 
of the department and for that purpose shall have such 
books as the needs of the department require. 

6. He shall make a weekly report to the Board of 
Selectmen of the number of days absent from duty of 
any member of the force for the week preceding and 
the cause of such absence. 

7. He shall see that the station house is kept open 
at all times, and in his absence shall detail an ofBicer, 
to be constantly in charge thereof, to receive prisoners, 
attend to calls, answer the applications of citizens, or 
to attend to other business properly belonging to the 
department. All property taken from prisoners shall 
be put together, sealed up, carefully marked, and kept 
in the safe until legally disposed of. 

8. He shall see that the station house is furnished 
with copies of the Revised Laws, the Boston and 
Brookline directories, the Bible, and an English dic- 
tionary ; and that each regular officer is provided with a 
copy of the *» Police Manual/' the by-laws of 
the town, a police badge, one billy, a belt and club, 
and a suitable number of police buttons for his uniform; 
all of which property must be returned to the chief 
upon the resignation or discharge of such officer. 

9. He shall not receive for distribution nor permit 
the police force to distribute any letters, circulars, or 
other papers except such as are directly connected 
with the town's aft'airs. 

10. He shall, with the approval of the Committee 
on Police, divide the town into day and night routes, 
so arranged that the whole territory shall be covered at 
all times by officers on duty. 

11. The chief of police, or in his absence the officer 
in charge, may, in their discteti on, send any member of 
the department out of the town or state, in pursuit of 
any fugitive from justice, but no bills f^r expenses or 
for extra service, shall be paid without the approval of 
the Committee on Police. 
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RULB 6. 

CAPTAIN. 

1. The caplain shall have charge of the detective 
work of the department, and in the absence of the chief 
from sickness or other cause, shall have and exercise all 
the powers conferred by these regulations on the chief. 

2. He shall be under the immediate charge of the 
chief of police and shall perform such duties, keep such 
records and make such reports as the chief may from 
time to time direct. 

3. The portraits collected for the use of the depart- 
ment shall be kept in the office of the captain and shall 
not be exhibited to any person not belonging to the 
police department excent upon the order of the chief or 
captain. 

4. The chief of police will from time to time detail 
patrolmen for detective duty under the direction of the 
captain, who shall perform such duties as the captain 
may prescribe. 

RULB 7. 

LIEUTENANTS. 

1. Lieutenants shall be responsible for the general 
good order and discipline of their respective platoons. 
Their orders shall be obeyed and they shall report every 
instance of violation of rules and disobedience of orders. 

2. They shall alternate their duties, spending such 
hours by night at the station house, relieving the chief 
during the day, and performing such other duties as 
the chief shall from time to time direct. 

RULE 8. 

SERGEANTS. 

1. Sergeants shall have general charge of the 
patrolmen on their routes, and shall instruct and assist 
them in their duties. 

2. They shall inspect every man of their respective 
platoons, as soon as they are formed in line preparatory 
to marching on patrol or other duty, and see that every 
member thereof before he leaves the station house is 
clean and neat in person, and properly uniformed and 
equipped. 

3. They shall leave the station house with their 
respective platoons on each tour of duty and shall go 
with some one man to his relieving post, taking the 
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different men of their platoons in succession without 
notice to them. 

4. They shall constantly and faithfully patrol, 
visiting each route as often as practicable, ascertaining 
the presence of each man at his proper place. During 
their tour of duty, they are to visit the station house 
only for the purpose of receiving and carrying out such 
orders as may be given them by the officer in command. 

5. They shall carefully note and impartially report 
to the chief, or the biiicei in cbargreof the station house, 
the case of every patrolman absent from his route, or 
other neglect of duty, and their failure so to report 
shall be sufficient cause for suspension or discharge from 
service. 

RULE 9. 

PATROLMEN. 

1. Every patrolman shall hold himself in readiness 
at all times to answer the calls and to obey the orders 
of his superior officers. He shall treat his superiors 
with respect, and in his demeanor to his associates on 
the force he shall be courteous and considerate, guard- 
ing himself against envy, jealousy, or other unfriendly 
feeling; and refraining from all communications to 
their discredit, except to his superior officerH, whom 
it is his duty to inform of every neglect or disobedience 
of orders on their part that may come to his knowledge. 
He shall conform to the rules and regulations of the 
department; observe the laws and ordinances; and 
render his services to the town with zeal, courage, dis- 
cretion, and fidelity. Any violation of the rules of the 
department will be punished by reprimand, suspension, 
deduction from pay, or discharge. 

2. He shall be present at the daily roll-calls, and 
attend at the station hbuse at the times appointed; and 
if absent, except by permission, or for sufficient reason, 
deductions shall be made from his pay. 

3. Immediately after roll calls, each patrolman 
going out on duty shall repair to his route and contin- 
ually patrol every part thereof as often as is practicable; 
and he shall confine his patrol within the limits of his 
route except in case of fire, arrest of a prisoner, or 
other necessary absence on duty, until the time assigned 
for the expiration of his tour of duty, and he is regu- 
larly relieved. 
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4. Policemen must not walk tofrether, or talk with 
each other or with any other person, on their routes, 
while on duty, unless it be to communicate information 
pertaining to the department or in the line of their duty 
and such communications must be as brief as possible. 

5. As far as he can, without intrusion upon the pri- 
vacy of individuals, he must note all removals from or 
into the limits of his route, and acquire such a know- 
ledge of the inhabitants as will enable him to recognize 
them. 

6. He shall furnish such information and render 
such aid. to all persons, when requested, as is consis- 
tent with his duty; and he shall keep his number in 
8ig:ht, and give his name and number to all persons who 
demand them. 

7. He shall direct strangers and others, when re- 
quested, the nearest and safest way to their places of 
destination, and, when necessary, cause them to be 
accompanied thither by one of the police; he shall not 
leave his route for that purpose, but shall pass such per- 
sons from his route to the next. If he hear the cry of 
"police" or other call for assistance, he shall proceed 
to render aid with all despatch, taking every practicable 
precaution for the protection of his route when he 
leaves it for this or any other purnose. 

8. He shall not, during his tour of duty, enter any 
store, house, shop or other building, except in the per- 
formance of his duty as an officer, and shall then re- 
main no longer than such duty requires. 

9. He shall cause all children who have strayed, or 
infants who have been abandoned, to be taken to the 
residence of their parents, if known and within the 
bounds of his route, and if not, to the station house. 
He shall take note of all cases of contagious disease or 
sudden death where there is reasonable ground to sus- 
pect criminality; and render immediate aid in cases 
of accident or illness in the streets, ascertaining all 
important particulars connected therewith, and making 
record thereof. 

10. He must strictly watch the conduct of all per- 
sons of known bad character, in such manner that it 
will be evident to them that they are watched, and shall 
fix in his mind such impressions as will enable him to 
recognize persons whom he frequently meets in the 
streets at night. He shall note their movements and 
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the premises they enter, learn their names, residences 
and occupations and report to the chief any information 
he' may obtain. He shall also carefully note during the 
night all vehicles which in any manner excite suspicion 
and, to the utmost of his power, prevent the commission 
of assaults, breaches of the peace and all other crimes. 

11 . He must note all junk-shops and shops of second- 
hand dealers and pawnbrokers, all places of amusement, 
and all licensed persons and places within his route, and 
also all suspected gambling houses, public saloons for 
drinking, dancing, prize fighting, mock-auction rooms, 
venders of lottery tickets, houses of ill-fame, and all 
other suspicious persons and places; keep a list thereof 
in his book for reference, and report the same to the 
chief. 

12. While on duty, he shall note all street and 
sidewalk obstructions; all defects therein from which 
accidents may occur, removing them wUen practicable; 
all places for which temporary permits are granted for 
building, or where openings or excavations are being 
made, and not suffer them to be continued without 
examining the permits authorizing the same, and shall 
cause suitable accommodations to be provided for the 
public travel; and shall also note all coal-holes left 
exposed or insecure; all street lamps not lighted at 
proper times, or too early extinguished, not clean, or not 
giving sufficient light; all buildings erected or being 
erected contrary to law, or any building defectively built 
or become unsafe, or where any noisome, dangerous or 
unwholesome trade is carried on ; and all nuisances, and 
other matters relating to the safety and convenience of 
the public, or to the interest of the town, which may 
exist or occur on his route; and shall make report 
thereof without delay, in writing, to the chief. 

13. When it is alleged that an injury to persons or 
property has been caused by defects or obstructions in 
the public streets, he shall take immediate measures to 
obtain all information which would be of value in 
determining the cause of the injury, to ascertain whether 
any liability rests upon the town or abutters. He shall 
obtain the names and addresses of all persons who saw 
the accident or know particularly concerning it, and 
in case of injuries alleged to have been caused by 
accumulations of snow and ice, he shall call two or more 
residents in the vicinity to view the premises with him. 
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14. He shall examine in the night time all doors, 
gates, and windows of dwellings and stores, to see that 
they are properly secuired, and if not, give notice to the 
inmates; or, if vacant, make the same fast, and notify 
the owner in the morning. He must watch vacant 
houses, to prevent depredations ; be vigilant to prevent 
fire; call the attention of abutters to the state of their 
sidewalks, where by snow, ice, or other caune they are 
rendered dangerous, or when obstructed by fuel, boxes, 
or other encumbrance; take note of all ashes, garbage, 
dead animals, or other nuisance thrown into the street; 
and, where the laws and ordinances, orders, rules and 
regulations for the government of such cases, upon 
notice given, are not forthwith obeyed, the officer shall 
do what he can himself to make the way safe and con- 
venient, ascertain the names of the parties oif ending and 
report the same for complaint and prosecution. 

15. He shall see that the sidewalks are not 
obstructed by persons loitering thereon to the inconven- 
ience of other paesers. 

16. He shall note all cases of fast driving, brutality 
to animals, and of horses or vehicles without a driver or 
left unattended and unfastened, or going upon the side- 
walk, or taking the wrong side in passing or meeting. 

17. When any way becomes blocked by teams, he 
shall use his best efforts to aid the drivers in disentang- 
ling the same. When the stream of travel is continu- 
ous, he shall open the way for foot-travellers wishing 
to cross, attending women, children and aged persons, 
who would otherwise be exposed to danger. 

18. When a disturbance occurs, he shall instantly 
repair to the spot, and use his best eiforts to restore 
quiet. If any person has committed a felonious assault, 
or any other felonious crime, or by loud outcries, or 
otherwise, persists in disturbing the peace, he shall be 
taken into custody, and conveyed to the station house, 
to await the order of the chief. If any officer is opposed 
in the performance of his duty, he shall give a signal, 
and the policemen who hear it shall forthwith proceed 
to his assistance, and if no other police officer is within 
call, he may, in the name of the commonwealth, de- 
mand the aid of any citizen present. 

19. When any patrolman while on duty has of^casion 
to stand for a time in any street or public place be shall 
take a position on the outer edge of the sidewalk on or 
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near the curbfltone, and at least six feet away from any 
tree, post, building or other structure. 

20. Any property which may come into his posses- 
sion in his official capacity shall be carefully preserved, 
marked, and delivered by him without delay to the 
officer in charge of the police station. 

21. It shall be the duty of the police officer to keep 
a private record of his work, with day and date and he 
shall enter therein all matters of any importance in all 
work in which he is engaged in his official capacity, 
whether at court, on his route, or elsewhere, and also 
any other matter of importance that comes to his 
knowledge connected With the police of t)ie town ; and 
when his book is full, it shall be carefully preserved for 
future use or reference, and he shall commence 
another. 

22. He shall, each day, at such time as shall be 
appointed, make report to the chief of all that he has 
done, or which has come to his knowledge, during the 
previous twenty-four hours, or since his Isat report, 
exhibiting his book to the chief if requested. 

23. Any patrolman who is absent from duty on 
account of illness or injury shall, at the time of report- 
ing himself ill or injured, send to the chief the name 
of the attending physician, and shall within twelve 
hours thereafter send to the chief a certificate on the 
blank provided therefor, signed by said physician, 
statins; the nature and severity of the illness or injury, 
and if no physician has been called, the chief shall 
notify the agent of the Board of Health, who shall in- 
vestigate and report on the case. 

24. As by virtue of his appointment he can act 
officially in criminal matters only, he shall not render 
assistance in any civil case whatever, except to prevent 
a breach of the peace, or to suppress a disturbance 
actually commenced. 

RULE 10. 

PAY. 

1. Tne salary and pay of the police shall be paid 
to each person entitled thereto, in accordance with 
prescribed rules and regulations, subject, however, to 
such deductions as shall be made for lost or sick time, 
and to satisfy fines imposed on any member by way 
of discipline or punishment. 
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2. Full pay will be allowed the police during the 
regular annual vacation, excepting so far as such pay 
or any part thereof may have been forfeited for any 
cause laid down in the rules established for the govern- 
ment of the force, in no other case when officers are 
absent on leave shall any x>ay be allowed them, except 
as provided in these rules. 

3. Policemen wounded or otherwise disabled while 
in the performance of theii official duty, and those ren- 
dered ill in consequence of unusual or extraordinary 
hardship or exposure beyond the regular line of their 
duty, shall receive full pay for their period of service 
necessarily lost in recovering, when such diHability or 
illness is duly certitied to by some reputable physician 
approved by the Board of Selectmen. 

4. When police officers are absent from duty on ac- 
count of ordinary sickness, or injury not suffered in 
performance of their official duty, and such sickness or 
injury is certified tu by some reputable physician ap- 
proved by the Board of Selectmen, half pay for lost 
time will be allowed for not exceeding thirty days, 
except that when the sickness ends in death full pay 
shall be allowed for not exceeding one hundred days in 
the lant one hundred and fifty days immediately pre- 
ceding the death of the officer; provided, however, that 
it is certified to by some reputable physician approved 
by the Board of Selectmen, that such lost time was 
caused by the sickness which ultimately resulted in 
the officer's death. 

5. In the discretion of the chief of police pay may be 
allowed for a period not exceeding three days during 
absence from duty in case of serious illness in the family, 
or to attend funerals if the relationship between 
the decedent and the applicant is that of father, mother, 
wife, child, brother, sister, or wife's father or mother, 
brother or sister, and then for a period not to exceed 
three days. 

6. No pay for lo&t time will be allowed during 
absence from duty for any purpose whatever, excepting 
during the annual vacation, on account of sickness or 
disability, or to attend funerals. No pay for lost time 
will be allowed for sickness or disability when such 
sickness or disability is feigned or simulated; or when 
it arises from carelessness, improper or vicious conduct, 
excessive indulgence of appetite, or other bad habits, or 
from improper, illegal, or immoral practices; or from 
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any caase occurring wben not on duty, or if the sick 
person shall fraadulently, by concealment, false state- 
ment, or otherise, seek to deceive or mislead the attend- 
ing physician in relation to his case; or if the member 
shall not remain at his residence so as to be visited 
at the option of the attending physician ; or if he re- 
fuses or neglects to conform to the instructions of the 
attending physician. 

7. Police officers shall not sell or assign their pay, 
or give powers of attorney for the collection thereof, 
except by permission of the Board of Selectmen. 

RULE 11. 

DEPORTMENT, ETC. 

1. The police shall devote their whole time and at- 
tention to the business of the department, and are 
expressly forbidden to follow any other business or 
calling. No compensation will be allowed for extra 
service except upon such bills as are approved by the 
Selectmen. Although certain hours are allotted to the 
respective members for the performance of duty on 
ordinary occasions, they n;ust be prepared to aut at 
any time, on receiving notice that their services are 
required. 

2. All members of the department are required to 
reside in the town of Brookline, and shall not leave the 
town at any time without the permission of the chief or 
officer in charge at the station, excepting during the 
annual vacation and as may be otherwise provided in 
these rules. When any member is absent from the 
town, he shall give such information to the chief as 
will enable him to communicate with an absent mem- 
ber when necessary without delay. Members of the 
department shall report to the chief their places of resi- 
dence and also any change of residence within twenty- 
four hours after such change shall ccur. 

3. Punctual attendance, prompt obedience to orders 
and conformity to the rules and regulations of the 
department, shall be rigidly observed. Each member, 
in his conduct and deportment, must be quiet, civil and 
orderly; in the performance of his duty, he must be at- 
tentive and zealous, control his temper, and exercise 
the utmost patience and discretion. He must at all 
times refrain from harsh, violent, coarse, and profane 
language; and, when circumstances require, act with 
energy and decision. 
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4. Members of the department must, on all occasions, 
be civil and respectful to their superiors and to each 
other. When passing or addressing any superior officer 
they shall salute by raising the hand to the rim of the 
hat, or visor of the cap, the elbow being raised as high 
as the shoulder. 

It is the duty of the subordinate to ofifer first the 
prescribed salutation, and of the superior to return it. 

Men in the ranks will not salute unless ordered so to 
do by the officer in command. 

Mounted men, upon the appearance of a superior 
officer will not salute, but assume the position of 
''attention." 

Upon entering the office of the Board of Selectmen or 
of the chief of police, they will salute by raising their 
hats. 

The police shall be drilled in such manner by such 
officers and at such hours and places as the chief of 
police may direct. When proceeding in a body to per- 
form any duty, or when returning, they shall march in 
military order. 

5. No member of the department shall, in the 
station house or elsewhere while on duty, drink any 
kind of intoxicating liquor; or, except in the imme- 
diate performance of his duty, enter any place in which 
intoxicating drinks are sold or furnished. No intoxi- 
cating drink shall be introduced upon any pretext into 
the station house, except when advised by a physician. 
Smokine: shall not be allowed in the station house, 
except in apartments designated by the chief. 

6. No member shall, directly or indirectly, accept 
from any person, either liable to be arrested or to com- 
plaint, or in custody, or after he has been discharged, 
or from any friends of such person, any gratuity, 
reward or gift whatsoever; nor from any person money 
or other compensation for services rendered or damages 
sustained while on duty; nor shall any officer receive 
any compensation for services rendered, or reimburse- 
ments for expenses incurred by him in connection with 
his official services, without the approval of the Com- 
mittee on Police; nor until he shall have furnished *to 
the committee a report in writing of the nature and 
extent of the services so rendered, and a detailed account 
of the expenses so incurred. 
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7. No member shall, directly or iDdirectly, be con- 
cerned in making any compromise or arrancfement be- 
tween thieves or other criminals and persons who have 
suffered by their acts, with a view to permitting the 
crminals to escape the penalties provided by law; and 
any officer who has any part in such compromise or 
arrangements, or has any knowledge thereof, and fails 
to give information to his superior officer, or the district 
attorney, or a justice of one of the courts, shall be sub- 
ject to immediate dismissal. 

8. No member of the department will be permitted 
to apply for a warrant for an assault upon himself with- 
out first reporting the case to the chief of police and 
obtaining from him permission to make such applica- 
tion. 

9. No member of the department shall belong to 
any fire or military company, nor perform any similar 
service, and no association shall be formed within the 
department of members thereof, without the assent of 
the Selectmen. 

10. No member of the department is allowed to 
communicate any information respecting ordersor regu- 
lations, or any other business of the department what- 
ever, except by special permission of a superior officer. 

11. Coolness and firmness will be expected in all 
caEes of every officer, and in times of extreme peril the 
police must be careful to act together, and to protect 
each other in the restoration of peace. Whoever 
shrinks from danger or responsibility at sucb a 
moment shall be discharged as unworthy of a place in 
the service. 

RULE 12. 

CHARGKS. 

Any member of the police force may be punished by 
the Board of Selectmen, in its discretion, either by 
reprimand, forfeiture of pay for not exceeding thirty 
days forauv one offence, by being reduced in rank, or by 
dismissal from the force, on conviction of any one of 
the following offences, to wit: 

Any acts of insubordination or disrespect toward a 
superior officer. 

Any acts of oppression or tyranny. 

Neglect of duty. 

Violation of the rules. 
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Neglect or disobedioDce of orders. 

Auy legal offence. 

Absence without leave. 

Immoral conduct. 

Conduct unbecoming an officer. 

Conduct injurious to the public peace or welfare. 

Incapacity, mental, physical or educational. 

Any breach of discipline. 

Neglecting or refusing to pay just debts. 

Communicating information relating to police work 
without permission. 

Sitting down while on patrol duty. 

Conversing during the tour of patrol duty with any 
other member of the force, or with a citizen, without 
any cause therefor. 

Not patrolling, or not properly patrolling his route 
during his tour of patrol duty. 

Failing to detect a crime committed on his route 
during his tour of patrol duty. 

Unnecessary absence from his route during his tour 
of patrol duty. 

Any other act contrary to good order and discipline, or 
constituting neglect of duty, or a violation of the rules 
of the department. 

All charges preferred against any member of the 
department by any other member thereof than a superior 
officer, or by any other person not of the force must be 
in writing, with specifications and verified by the oath 
of the complainant before the same shall be inves- 
tigated; and any officer whose character has been 
compromised may have an inquiry as to the truth of 
any charges made against him. The investigation of 
all complaints and charges shall be before the Select- 
men. 

RULE 13. 

FIRES. 

1. When an officer is satisfied that a fire exists in 
any structure he shall at once ring an alaim from the 
nearest signal box without waiting to make an attempt 
to extinguish the fire himself. After ringing the alarm 
he shall remain near the box, or direct some responsible 
person to remain near the box to direct firemen when 
they arrive. He shall note the time when the alarm is 
given and any circumstances connected therewith 
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which may seem to be of importance. Officers will 
give special attention to the protection of property and 
the prevention of crime. The officer who first arrives 
at the scene of the fire shall have precedence and con- 
trol of the other officers who may be present until a 
superior officer arrives. 

2. When an alarm of fire is rung, the* officer in 
charge of the police station shall immediately despatch 
to the fire such police force as may be necessary. It 
shall be the dutv of the officer in charge upon his arri- 
val at the fire to confer with the fire officer in charge 
of the firemen and receive from him designated fire 
lines. The designated area shall then be cleared of 
teams and persons, and if necessary roped oft in order 
that the firemen may not be obstructed in their 
work. In case of a second or general alarm, all 
officers not on street duty shall promptly report for duty 
at the fire. Patrolmen on street duty shall report from 
the signal boxes on their routes, and notify all officers 
residing on their routes. Upon arriving at the fire, 
each officer will report to the officer in charge, who 
will take their names and report the same at the police 
station. 

3. In all cases of incendiary fires where evidence is 
obtainable, and an immediate arrest is necessary, 
officers of this department will make the arrest, and 
notify the fire marshal. In cases where an immedi- 
ate arrest is not necessary, the officer in charge of the 
police station will notify the fire marshal and act in 
connection with him, and render him all possible 
assistance in bringing the guilty party to justice. 

RULE 14. 

COURTS, KVIPKNCE. 

1. The police concerned in cases before the courts 
are to be punctual in attendance, wearing the uniform, 
and clean and neat in appearance. The captain and 
men detailed for special service may appear in plain 
clothes, unless otherwise ordered by the chief of police. 

2. They shall have the cases in which ^hey are com- 
plainants properly prepared, the witnesses present, and 
all property which is to be used in evidence suitably 
arranged for presentation co the court. 

3. They shall observe the utmost attention and 
respect towards magistrates at all times. 
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4. When giving evidence, they shall speak calmly 
and explicitly, in a clear, distinct, and audible tone, so 
as to be easily heard by court and jury. They shall 
give evidence with the strictest accuracy, confining 
themselves to the case then before the court, and 
neither suppressing nor everstating the slightest circum- 
stance with a view of favoring any person, or from ill- 
will to either side. When cross-examined, they shall 
answer with the same readiness and civility as when 
giving evidence in support of the charge, remembering 
that the ends of justice will be best subserved by their 
showing a desiie simply to tell the whole truth, whether 
it be in favor of or against the prisoner. 

5. When the police are sufferers from injuries re- 
ceived, and are giving evidence against those they 
believe to be guilty, it is especially necessary that they 
should not allow any feeling or wishes as to the 
decision of the case to influence them. 

6. If the* police give improper or unsatisfactory 
evidence or any remarks are made by the court regard- 
ing their testimony or behavior, a report will be made 
to the chief of police. 

7. A police officer shall nut testify in any civil or 
criminal case in any court unless legally summoned so to 
do, or unless be shall have teceived permission or order 
so to do from the officer in charge of the police station. 

RULE 15. 

PRISON BRS. 

1. All prisoners taken to the station house under 
arrest shall be immediately placed before the officer in 
charge, who shall enter the arrest in the daily arrest 
record, and, unless the prisoners are taken directly to 
the court, shall see that they are properly searched, and 
that whatever \h taken for safe-keeping shall be recorded, 
carefully marked and kept until legally disposed uf . 
After having been searched, prisoners shall be placed in 
the cells, no more force being used than is necessary to 
overcome resistance. Officers are strictly forbidden to 
bandy words with prisoners, or to speak to them unnec- 
essarily, and the use of obscene or profane language, 
or personal violence offered to a prisoner will be suffici- 
ent cause for dismissal from the force. 

2. When a pr'soner is uncon<icious from any cause, 
the officer in charge shall immediately endeavor to 
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restore conscioasness; failing to do dO, he shall call a 
physician, and be guided by his instructions. An 
unconscious person should not be placed in a cell, 
except with the sanction of the physician. 

3. Persons under arrest shall be given proper facil- 
ities for notifying their friends or a bail commissioner, 
but no expense to the department shall be incurred for 
such purpose; nor shall a member of the force, nor any 
employee of the department, accept a fee for rendering 
any service to such persons. 

4. Prisoners shall be made as comfortable as possi- 
ble; they shall be supplied with clear water to drink, 
and the officer in chaige of the station house shall visit 
or cause to be visited all persons in custody, at 
least once every half hour during the day and night. 

5. When a person is taken to the station house 
suffering from wounds or injuries of a serious nature, a 
physician shall be called. If the physician shall so 
advise, the arrested person shall not be held at the 
station house, but shall be sent to a hospital, and while 
in the hospital such person shall be in the legal cus- 
tody of the police. If the wounds or injuries app<^ar 
to have 'been inflicted by the arresting officer, the 
officer in charge shall report the fact to the chief of 
police, who shall forthwith inquire into the circum- 
stances of the case, and if it shall appear that unjustifi- 
able violence was used he shall prefer charges against 
the offender. 

6. The police are prohibited from recommending or 
suggesting to prisoners or others the employment of any 
person as attorney or counsel . 

RULE 16. 

DEAD BODIES. 

1. A police officer who finds a dead body shall imme- 
diately notify the officer in charge of the police station 
and take his instructions in regard to further proceed- 
ings. The officer in charge shall at once notify the 
medical examiner, giving him all the information 
obtained up to the time of notification, with the name 
of the officer finding the body. 

2. Should circumstances indicate that a crime has 
been committed, the officer who finds a body shall at 
once note all particulars, take the names of all persons 
present, or who may have any knowledge of the affair, 
and, if necessary, detain for the time being any persons 
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whose testimony, in his judgment, might be needed in 
establishing any fact or clearing up any doubt in connec- 
tion with the case; and as soon as possible notify the 
officer in charge of the police station. 

3. All cases of violent death, whether from simple 
accident, or from supposed homicide in any form, 
stabbing, shooting, poisoning, abortion, etc., as well 
as suicide, are to be referred to the medical examiner. 
Cases of sudden death from simply heart desease, apo- 
plexy, pulmonary hemorrhage, etc., cases where the 
deceased has died of natural causes, though without 
having been attended by a physician immediately prior 
to the death, such as consumption, dropsy, etc., are not 
cases requiring the attention of the medical examiner. 
Bodies of infants and the apparently stillborn, are sub- 
ject to the same rules as those of adults. 

4. Bodies of persons who are known or supposed to 
have died by violence (cause other than natural), if in 
an exposed locality, such as street, lane, alley, park, 
water, etc., are to be removed as speedily as possible, 
either to their late homes, or to an undertaker's rooms, 
at the discretion of the officer. Bodies are not, how- 
ever, to be removed from the town in violation of the 
statutes covering such cases. Cases of actual or sup- 
posed homicide or suicide, in places not exposed, are to 
be left as found, pending the arrival of the medical 
examiner. 

SPECIAL POLICE AND RAILROAD POLICE. 

Persons who hold warrants as special police officers 
without pay, must wear the badge required by the chief 
of police. Such officers must conform to the rules and 
regulations of the police department, so far as relates 
to their habits, conduct, mode of performing police 
duty, and in every particular in which they may be 
applied. 

Every special officer shall make a return every 
week to the chief of police of all the official acts which 
he has performed in the week preceding. Special police 
officers who abuse their trust, who violate the rules of 
the department, or who are unfit for duty, will be de- 
prived of their warrants. 

Persons appointed as railroad police shall wear the 
badge required by law, and shall perform the duties 
assigned them by law and the corporation for which 
they are appointed. 



(253) 

REGULATIONS 

OF THE 

PUBLIC LIBRARY OF BROOKLINE. 

Adopted Dec. 30, 1902. 



Article 1. — The Boabd of Trustees. 

Section 1. There shall be a board of twelve 
Trustees, four of whom shall be elected by ballot 
annually, at the annual town meeting, to hold office 
for three years thereafter, or until their successors shall 
be chosen . 

Sect. 2. The officers of the board of Trustees shall 
consist of a chairman, a secretary, and a treasurer. 

Sect. 3. The Trust<^es shall hold regular meetings 
on the third Tuesday of every month except July and 
August. 

Sect. 4. The chairman shall call a special meeting 
of the board at the written request of any two members, 
provided the request shall state the object of the meet- 
ing, and he may at any time call a special meeting at 
his own discretion. All meetings shall be seasonably 
notified by the secretary, in writing. 

Sect. 5. The standing committees of the board shall 
consist of a Committee on the Library, of four members, 
of whom the chairman of the board shall be one; and 
of a Committee on Accounts, of three members. These 
committees shall at all times be under the control and 
direction of the board. It shall be the duty of the 
Committee on the Library to recommend to the board 
from time to time such books as it may be desirable 
to purchase or exchange ; to make such purchases and 
exchanges of books as the board may authorize; to 
direct ia regard to the binding and covering of books 
and their preparation for circulation ; to determine, sub- 
ject to the sanction of the board, what books shall be 
used only for reference, and to impose such other 
restrictions on the use of the books as in their judgment 
may be expedient, subject to the sanction aforesaid; to 
see that the regulations relative to the Library are com- 
plied with; to see that proper books and forms are 
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prepared for the use of the librarian; to superintend 
the pflnting of such catalogues aud books for the 
Library ad the board may direct, and to have the general 
charge and direction of the Library and Library build- 
ing. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Accounts 
to examine all bills against the Library, and if correct 
to approve the same. 

Sect. 6. At the regular meeting in April, the 
officers and the standing committees of the board shall 
be chosen by ballot, and they shall, respectively, con- 
tinue to hold office until their successors are appointed. 
If any vacancy shall occur during the year, it may be 
filled at any regular meeting. 

Sect. 7. Five members of the board shall consti- 
tute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

Sect. 8 No book, pamphlet, work of art or other 
property whatsoever, offered by any person to the 
Library, shall be accepted and placed therein except at 
the discretion of the board; a notice of acceptance shall 
then be sent to the giver, with suitable acknowledge- 
ment. 

Sect. 9. All duplicate books, pamphlets, and 
articles belonging to the Library may be disposed of at 
any time, at the discretion of the Trustees. 

Article II. — The Library. 

Section 1. An v inhabitant of Brookline who shall 
sign an obligation to observe the regulations of the 
Library shall have the right to take books therefrom 
so long as he shall comply with the regulations; pro- 
vided, however, that such privilege shall not be given 
to children under twelve years of age except by 
express permission of the Committee on the Library. 

Sect. 2. Persons residing temporarily in Brook- 
line, employees of the town, and non-resident teachers 
and pupils in the public schools of the town, may use 
the Library on the same conditions as residents ; provided 
they furnish references satisfactory to the Committee on 
the Library, or deposit with the Librarian the valcre of 
the book desired. 

Sect. 3. Every person entitled to take books from 
the Library shall receive a card bearing his name and 
address. This card must always be presented on taking 
out a book for home use. Each card-holder will be 
held responsible for any book drawn by means of his 
card. 
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Sect. 4. Borrowers uiay take two books at the 
same time, provided that uot more than one of them 
shall be a work of English fiction . No book shall be 
kept out more than fourteen days, except by permission 
of the Trustees, and the Trustees may limit the time 
during which any book may be kept to seven days. 
"Seven day books'* cannot be renewed, and ** fourteen- 
day books" can be renewed but once. Persons wishing 
to borrow an additional number of books for special 
study may receive the same by means of a special 
privilege permit, if, in the judgment of the Committee 
on the Library, such loan can be granted without 
detriment to the general interests of readers, and 
provided that books so issued shall always be subject to 
immediate recall. Such permits may also be issued 
for purposes of general reading during the months of 
July and August. 

Sect. 5. Any person neglecting to return a book 
within the specified time shall pay a fine of two cents a 
day. Any book retained two weeks beyond the time 
prescribed by these regulations shall be sent for by the 
librarian, and the expense thus incurred shall be added 
to the fine. No person owing a fine shall borrow books 
from the Library until the same is paid, except that if 
the fine amount to not more than fifteen cents, at the 
time of its return books may be borrowed; but in that 
case the borrower's card shall be retained by the 
librarian, and thereafter no book shall be issued to the 
card-holder until the fine be paid in full. 

Sect. 6. All injuries to books, beyond a reasonable 
wear, and all losses, shall be made good by the person 
liable, to the satisfaction of the Committee on the 
Library. Any book not returned within one week after 
demand made by the librarian shall be regarded as 
lost. If a book is lost, the person to whom it stands 
charged shall pay such sum as the Committee on the 
Library shall determine, or replace the book; or if it be 
one of a set, he shall pay a sum sufiicient to replace the 
set, and take the remaining volumes, if the Committee 
on the Library shall so determine. 

Sect. 7. Books of reference, and those deemed by 
the board unsuitable for general circulation, shall not 
be taken out of the Library except by vote of the board 
or permission of the Committee on the Library. 

Sect. 8. Persons may always receive books for 
reading, consultation, or study, in either reading rooms 
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or waiting-room, by making written application on 
spedal slips furnished at the delivery desk. All such 
books must be returned to the desk before the borrower 
leaves the Library. 

Sect. 9. All persons visiting the Library building 
will be required to conduct themselves quietly, and to 
avoid all unnecessary conversation. Any person abusing 
the privilege of the Library by improper or offensive 
conduct may be denied admission to the building for 
such a period as the Trustees shall determine. 

Sect. 10. The Library building shall be open every 
day in the year except Sundays, legal holidays, and 
on the 17th of June, and such other days as the board 
shall determine; and during such hours as the Trustees 
shall from time to time fix by vote: and may be opened 
on Sundays and holidays during such hours as the 
Trustees may deem proper. 

Article III. — The Librarian. 

The librarian, under the direction of the Committee 
on the Library, shall have charge and superintendence 
of the Library and Library building, and of all persons 
employed therein, and shall be responsible for the care 
and keeping of the books and other public property 
therein. He shall annually present to the Trustees a 
detailed report of the condition of the Library, and of 
its circulation, together with such other facts and 
suggestions as he may deem of importance. 

Article IV. 

The Trustees, from time to time, may take any new 
or special, permanent or temporary regulations for the 
management and preservation of the Library, and for 
penalties for injury thereto, or the books therein, or 
for violations of the regulations, which they may deem 
expedient, provided that such regulations do not conflict 
with those adopted by the town. 

Adopted by the Toton 
December 30^ 1902. 
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BROOKLINE WATER WORKS. 



WATER ORDINANCES. 



Section 1. The Brookline Water Board shall con- 
sist of three inhabitants of said town, and at each 
annual town meeting one member of the Board shall be 
chosen to hold office until the annual meeting in the 
third year after the meeting at which he shall have been 
chosen. In case of a vacancy by death, resignation, 
removal from town, or other cause, the vacancy 
shall be filled at the next town meeting: after the 
occurrence of such vacancy. 

Sect. 2. The Water Board shall, at the first meet- 
ing after their election in each year, choose from their 
number a Chairman. Two members shall be a quorum 
for the exercise of the powers and performance of the 
duties of the Water Board. The Board may appoint 
and remove at their discretion, a Clerk, who shall also 
be Water Registrar, and such servants or agents as 
may be necessary, and may prescribe their duties. They 
may fix the salaries of such Clerk and Registrar, and 
such servants and agents, subject to the instructions and 
control of the town. The Board shall in no case make 
any contract or agreement beyond the appropriation for 
the purpose made by the town. 

Sect. 3. The Water Board, thus constituted, shall 
have the exclusive and entire charge, superintendence 
and oversight of all lands, structures, works and appara- 
tus designed and provided for obtaining and supply- 
ing pure water for the uses of the town. They shall 
have the exclusive control and management of the uses, 
lepairs and extensions of such works and structures, 
whether newly determined upon or otherwise, unless 
the town shall make other provision in extensions of 
the works. 

Sect. 4. The Water Board shall have control and 
jurisdiction over all sources of supply possessed by the 
town, and of all lands appurtenant thereto, owned or 
lawfully controlled by the town ; and they may exercise 
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all rights as to entry upon and passage over private 
preoaises which now are or may become vested in the 
town, belonging or relating to the management of the 
water works and supply of water. 

Sect. 5. The Water Board shall use diligent care 
for the protection and security of all sources of water 
from which a supply is in any part obtained, so that 
the purity thereof may not be impaired. 

Sect. 6. The Water Board shall, as often as once in 
each calendar mouth, meet and examine all bills and 
claims incurred by them in the Drosecution of their 
duty; and all claims approved shall be certified by 
them and they shall draw warrants upon the Town 
Treasurer for the payment of the same. The Water 
Board shall keep a full record of their proceedings, and 
they shall at the annual town meeting make a report, in 
detail, to the town of their official acts and doings for 
the year preceding, with estimates of expenditures 
for the year succeeding and such suggestions and 
recommendations as may seem to them for the benefit 
of the town. 

Sect. 7. The Water Board shall, in consultation with 
the Engineers of the Fire Department, make all proper 
arrangements for the sufficient supply of water for use 
at fires, and for allording the same in the most efficient 
and suitable manner. Thev shall, in consultation with 
the Selectmen, arrange for such supply of water as may 
be required for operating any public fountains and 
ornamental public water works, for flushing and cleans- 
ing public sewers and drains, for sprinking streets, and 
for any other use clearly distinct from that of ordinary 
water takers. 

Sect. 8. The Water Board shall have exclusive 
charge of the supply of water, may make all necessary 
arrangements therefor, and such regulations as may be 
judicious, not inconsistent with those established by the 
town. 

Sect. 9. The Water Board shall cause to be made 
out as near the first day of January of each year as 
practicable, and at such other periods during every year 
as there is occasion therefor, all bills for water becom- 
ing due at such times, and shall cause the same to be 
sent, either by mail or otherwise, to each person owing 
a bill, stating upon the face of the bills the limit of 
time for payment, and that they are payable at the 
office of the Treasurer and Collector. They shall also 
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arrange that their Registrar shall be in his office at 
stated hours, to be agreed upon with the Treasurer and 
Collector, during the period when the bills are payable, 
for the purpose of adjusting any claims which may be 
made for rebate, or any matters connected therewith. 

Sect. 10. No member of the Water Board, and no 
person officially acting under their appointment, shall, 
directly or indirectly, be personally interested in aay 
contract, bargain or sale of property or material con- 
nected with the water supply, wherein either the Water 
fioardor any Committee thereof shall be a party. Nor 
shall the Water Board or any officer appointed under 
their authority, demand or receive any fee or reward 
for service to any person in connection with his duty. 

Sect. 11. If any person shall turn on or turn off the 
water in any of the public water pipeq or reservoirs 
without the license of the Water Board, he shall be 
liable to a penalty of not less than $3, nor more 
than f20, upon conviction thereof before a trial justice 
or court having jurisdiction of offences arising under 
town by-laws. 



REGULATIONS. 



The following regulations shall be considered as 
part of the contract with every water taker. Whenever 
any of them is violated, the water shall be cut off; and 
it will not be let on again except by order of the 
Water Board, and on payment of $1.00. 

1. Application for the use of water must be made in 
writing at the office of the Water Board, and must state 
fully and truly the uses to which it is to be applied. 
Should any taker desire to use the water for any pur- 
pose not stated in his application he must make request 
to the Water Board for permission to use it for such 
other purpose. No water shall be supplied by takers 
to persons not entitled to its use. 

2. All persons taking water shall keep in order the 
seivice-pipe within their premises, and be liable for all 
damage resulting from their failure to do so. 

3. They shall prevent all voluntary waste of water, 
and shall not allow water to run through their fixtures 
to prevent freezing. There shall be no concealment of 
the purposes for which it is used. 
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4. No alteration shall be made in any pipes or fix- 
tures inserted by the town, except by persons adthor- 
ized by the Water Board, who shall be allowed to enter 
the premises to examine the apparatus, the quantity of 
water used and the manner of its use, and to ascertain 
whether there is any improper waste; provided, how- 
ever, that no dwelling house shall be thus entered, 
except on presentation of a special order, designating 
the house and its occupant, signed by the Superinten- 
dent, authorizing such entry. Said order shall be left 
with the occupant. 

5. The town reserves to itself the right, whenever 
it deems it necessary to repair the works, to shut off 
the water, in whole or in part, and to stop the supply 
for other than domestic purposes, in cases not requiring 
a complete stoppage. 

6. Owners shall be responsible for water supplied to 
their premises. When water shall be supplied to more 
than one taker through a single service, the bill for the 
whole supply furnished through such service will be 
made either to the owner of the estate or to some one 
tenant who shall agree to be responsible therefor. In 
case of non-payment, the water may be shut off, not- 
withstanding one or more takers may have paid their 
proportion to such owner or tenant. 

7. A meter may be attached at any time to the 
premises of any water taker, when, at the discretion of 
the Water Board, it seems for the interest of the town. 
And in all such cases the rates for the current year shall 
be adjusted by the meter readings, even if a bill by fix- 
ture rates has already been settled. 

8. Water shall not be turned on to any new build- 
ing until all charges for laying the service-pipes for 
such building, and the water needed for building pur- 
poses, are paid. 
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SCHEDULE OF ANNUAL WATER RATES. 



A. PRIVATE DWELLING HOUSES. 

1. — Faucets for Kitchen Sinks or other places 

having open waste-ways, each .• . . . 93.00 
Two faucets for same nink, one for hot 
and one for cold water, count as one. 

2. — All class fixtures, namely: Bath-tubs, 
Water-closeti, Bowls, Urinals, Slop- 
basins, each 2.50 

No charge for Set Wash-tubs. 

B. OTHER DWELLING HOUSES. 

Also BuildiugH used for offices, or for 
such business purposes as do not require 
an unusual amount of water. 

3. — Other dwelling houses (except as herein- 
after specified), offices or buildings occu- 
pied by business tenants, when using 
separate fixtures, same as above. 

4. — When using fixtures in common, each 
tenant to pay 75 per cent of above. 

5. — Hotels, boarding houses (more than five 
boarders) , and lodging houses, in addition 
to the above rates, to pay for each bed for 
boarders or lodgers 1 .00 

C. FIXTURES. 

6. — All Water-closets and Urinals, at above 
rate, to be self-closing; other fixtures or 
faucets, optional. All Water-closets and 
Urinals not self-closing, each .... 20.00 

D. STABLES. 

7. — Each Horse, including water for washing 

carriages, but not use of hose .... 2.00 

8. — Use of Hose, an additional charge for 

each Horse not exceeding five . . . . 3.00 

9. — Use of Hose, an additional charge for 

each Horse in excess of five 1.50 

10. — Each Cow, or other head of neat cattle . .50 
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E- USE OF HOSE FOR OTHER THAN 

STABLE USE. 

11. — Hose 3-16 of an inch orifice, for washing 
windows, sprinkling streets, and watering 
grounds 5.00 

TO BE USED NOT MOUE THAN ONE HOUR 
PER DAY DURING SIX MONTHS. 

12. — Variations from above conditions for use 

of Hose to be charged pro rata. 
13. — Hose, when used as Fountains, to be paid 

for in addition as Fountains. 
14. — Use of Hose may bo cut off at discretion 

of Water Board in case of abuse by any 

water taker, or in case of any scarcity of 

supply. 

F. DRINKING FOUNTAINS AND FIRE 

HYDRANTS. 

15. — Each Public Drinking Fountain, or Water- 
ing Trough 6.00 

16.— Each Public Fire Hydrant 25.00 

17. — Private Fire Hydrants to be used only in 
case of fire, no charge. 

G. FOUNTAINS. 

18. — Three hours per day, 4 months, 1-16 of 

an inch jet 5.00 

19. — Three hours per day, 4 months, 1-8 of an 

inch jet 20.00 

20. — Three hours per day, 4 months, 3-16 of an 

inch jet . ; 45.00 

21. — Three hours per day, 4 months, 1-4 of an 

inch jet 80.00 

22. — ^Variations from the above conditions for 

use of Fountains, pro rata. 

H. BUILDING PURPOSES. 

23. — Each cask of Lime or Cement, to be paid 

for in advance .06 

1. BAKERIES. 

24. — For each barrel of Flour or Meal ... -03 
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J. PUBLIC LAUNDRIES. 

25. — For each set of three tubs 25.00 

26. — Additional single tubs, pro rata. 

27. — For purposes not named in the above schedule, 
and for extraordinary circumstances, special 
estimates or contracts will be made on the ba'iis 
of two cents per hundred gallons; the quantity 
to be determined by the Water Board, by meter 
or estimate. 

K. METERS. 

28. — Meters shall be furnished at the request of water 
takers, and all meters hereafter set shall be 
furnished, set, maintained, and renewed at the 
cost of the town, under the supervision of the 
Water Board. Provided, that any meter injured 
through the negligence of a water taker shall be 
repaired at his expense. 

29. — The Water Board shall have the right to put in a 
meter, at' the cost of the town, and may charge 
for the measured water, instead of being governed 
by the schedule rates, in all cases of waste, or in 
case of extraordinary circumstances. 

30. — When water is sold by meter, it may be used for 
all purposes for which the town can use it. 

31. — Meter rates, 15 cents per 100 cubic feet. 

Brookline, June 1st, 1903. 
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ORDERS OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH. 



1. Ordered: a. That no child be allowed to attend 
school from any household in which there is or has been a 
case of scarlet fever, for a period of six weeks from the 
commencement of the last case in the household, (ex- 
cept as provided in section d of this order) and until 
a certificate has been presented from the attending 
physician, the Board of Health or its Agent, that all 
danger of conveying. the disease by such child is passed. 

h. That no ctiild who has visited a house in which 
there was at the time a case of scarlet fever shall 
attend school until the expiration of two weeks fol- 
lowing exposure, unless he has already had that 
disease. 

c. That no child who has diphtheria be allowed to 
attend school for a period of one week from the date of 
the second successive negative bacteriological culture 
from both nose and throat (except as provided under 
section d of this order) and until a certificate has 
been presented from the attending physician that all 
danger of conveying the disease by such child is passed ; 
and that no well child be allowed to attend school from 
any household in which there is or has been a case of 
diphtheria until the same precautions have been taken, 
with the exception that but one negative bacteriologi- 
cal culture from both nose and throat, is required. 

d. That the agent of the Board of Health may, if 
circumstances warrant, (for example, removal of the 
patient to hospital,) give to children not infected In a 
household in which there is or has been scarlet fever or 
diphtheria, a special permit to return to school as soon 
as he considers it safe for them to do so. 

e. That no child from any house where there is 
a case of scarlec fever or diphtheria shall be allowed 
to mingle with persons from any other house, until 
after the removal, recovery, or death of the patient 
and the disinfection of the premises. 
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f. That every lioase infected with diphtheria, 
scarlet fever, or small-pox shall have affixed on or near 
the front door a card, furnished by the Board of 
Health, stating the disease to be avoided; and any 
unauthorized person removing such card shall be liable 
to a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars. 

2. Ordered^ That no child who has chicken-pox or 
German measles be allowed to attend school until a 
period of two weeks has elapsed from the first appear- 
ance of the eruption. 

3. Ordered, That no child found to be ill with con- 
sumption, and a menace to the health of others, be 
allowed to continue in school. 

4. Ordered, That no child who has mumps be 
allowed to attend school until a period of three weeks 
has elapsed from the first signs or symptoms of the 
disease. 

5.' Ordered, That no child who has measles be 
allowed to attend school until a period of two weeks 
has elapsed from the first appearance of the eruption ; 
and that no child m a household in which there is a 
case of measles shall be allowed to attend school 
within two weeks from the appearance of the rash in 
the last case in such household, without a certificate 
from the parent stating that such child has already had 
the disease. 

6. Ordered, That no child with whooping-cough be 
allowed to attend school until a period of eight weeks 
has elapsed from the beginning of the cough : and that 
no child in a household in which there is a case of 
whooping-cough shall be allowed io attend school 
within eight weeks from the beginning of the cough in 
the last case in such household without a certificate 
from the parent stating that such child has already had 
the disease. 

7. Ordered, That no child be allowed to attend 
school from any household in which there is or has 
been a case of cerebro-spinal meningitis until a certi- 
ficate has been presented from the Board of Health or 
its Agents. 

8. Ordered, That such rooms and such articles in 
any house as in the opinion of the Board of Health 
have been subjected to infection or contagion from 
small-pox, scarlet fever, diphtheria, cerebro-spiual 



Board of Health Orders. 267 

iiK^ningitis or coDsumption, shall be disinfected by 
the Board. The attending physician or the Agent 
of the Board of Health shall decide in each case 
as to the proper time for disinfecting, and shall 
then notify the board; but in no case of sca^-let 
fever shall disinfection be done in less than four 
weeks from the commencement of the last case in the 
household (except by special permit of the agent of 
the board); and in diphtheria di^^infection shall not be 
done until after at least two successive negative 
bacteriologial cultures from both nose and throat have 
been obtained; and in all cases a certificate of the 
attending physician shall be required, stating that all 
danger of infection from the patient is passed; said 
certificate, in case of diphtheria, to be based on the result 
of the bacteriological examinations as above prescribed. 
Disinfection by the Board shall also be done in every 
case after a death from consumption; and after the 
removal of a consumptive patient, whenever in the 
opinion of the attending physician or of the Agent of 
the Board disinfection is necessary. 

9. Ordered, That no public funeral shall be held 
over the remains of any person who has died of small- 
pox, scarlet fever, or diphtheria, without the written per- 
mit of the Board of Health, and under such regulations 
as may prevent the spread of either of said diseases. 
Ordered, further, that the remains of any person who 
has died from any of said diseases shall at once be 
placed in a tight or sealed coffin, and shall not there- 
after be exposed to view or disturbed except for burial. 

10. Ordered^ That the undertakers of the town be 
notified to warn families, in case of the death of a 
member from contagious disease, against a public 
funeral. 

11. Ordered^ That no person infected with diph- 
theria, membranous croup, or scarlet fever, shall leave 
the Board of Health Hospital until the Board of 
Health or its Agent shall find and certify that all 
danger of communicating such disease has passed. 

12. Ordered, That no person other than patients, 
physicians, and nurses, shall enter the Board of Health 
Ilo&pital, except with the special permission of the 
Board or of its Agent. 

13. Ordered, That visiting the grounds of the Board 
of Health Hospital shall be allowed daily between the 
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hours of 2 and 3 p. M. only, except with the special 
permission of the Agent of the Board; but in no case 
shall children be allowed to visit the premises. 

14. Ordered f That no article of food be sent to the 
patients in the Board of Health Hospital excepting 
fruit, which must be left with the nurse in charge. 

15. Ordered f That in the case of death where the 
deceased had not been attended by a practising 
physician, the certificate of death shall be issued by the 
Medical Examiner. 

16. Ordered f That no dead body of any person shall 
be carried to any cemetery, or from one place to 
another within the town, in any public vehicle other 
than a hearse or undertaker's wagon provided for that 
purpose. 

17. Ordered, That the use of "wall draperies" in 
any room or place used for a funeral or for the prep- 
aration or retention of any human body before or in 
connection with such funeral, be and the same is 
hereby forbidden. 

18. Ordered, That no person shall spit upon the 
floor of any public conveyance, shop, store, hall, 
church, school house, railroad station, or other public 
building in said town, or upon the steps of any of said 
conveyances or buildings, or upon the sidewalk (spit- 
ting into the gutter or street is not forbidden) of any 
public way of said town. 

19. Ordered, That no person or corporation shall 
keep or allow to be kept upon any premises in his or its 
possession, within the limits of this town, any swine or 
more than one cow, without securing a permit from the 
Board of Health to do so. Such permit shall expire on 
the first day of May, annually. 

20. Ordered, That no person or corporation shall use 
any building as a stable for cows, unless such building 
is properly lighted and ventilated; has a tight floor 
and roof; good drainage, connecting wherever practi- 
cable with the public sewer; a supply of pure water, 
and not less than one thousand cubic feet of air space 
for each animal. 

21. Ordered, That manure shall not be allowed to 
accumulate in the neighborhood of barns, and that no 
manure heap shall be allowed within 100 feet of any 
dwelling unless so covered as not to prove offensive. 
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Yards sarroundiDg baildiogs where cows are kept must 
be well drained and free from standing water and filth. 
The barns shall be kept as clean as possible and the 
floor shall be sprinkled before being: swept. 

22. Ordered, That neither hogs nor manure shall 
be kept in cellars of cow stables, except by special 
permit of the Board of Health. 

23. Ordered^ That animals kept for the production 
of milk shall not be fed upon swill. 

24. Ordered^ That a person having any infectious 
disease (the Board considers consumption to come 
within the meaning of the statutes in regard to in- 
fectious diseases), or having recently been in contact 
with any such person, shall not be allowed to milk 
cows or handle cans, measures, or other vessels used for 
milk intended for sale, or in any way take part or assist 
in the sale of the same, until the Board of Health is 
satisfied that all danger of communicating such disease 
is passed. 

25. Ordered, That the milk cans or jars of milk 
dealers shall not be left at any house in which there is 
a case of diphtheria, scarlet fever, or smallpox, but the 
milk shall be poured into receptacles furnished by the 
customer. 

26. Ordered, That premises where cattle are kept 
shall be open at all times to inspection by the Board 
of Health, or its appointed officer. 

27. Ordered, That upon satisfactory evidence being 
furnished to the Board of Health of violation of any of 
the above regulations, the permit will be revoked. 

28. Ordered, That any person having reason to sus- 
pect the presence of glanders and farcy among horses 
shall immediately leport that suspicion, together with 
the street and number of the premises at which the 
animal is kept, to the Board of Health, when the 
Veterinary Inspector will at once examine the animal. 
(The more ordinary symptoms of glanders and farcy are : 
A discharge from the nostrils, enlargement and hard- 
ness of the glands under the lower jaw; or nodular 
enlargement of the skin with or without ulceration. 

29. Ordered, That no vault or cesspool shall be 
emptied by any other than the odorless process, nor by 
carts not of the Odorless Excavating Company, except 
permission be first obtained from the Chief of Police. 
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It is further ordered that neither night 8oil nor the 
contents of cesspools shall be dumped within the limits 
of the town. 

30. Ordered f That the manure from livery stables 
shall not be removed between the hours of sunrise and 
sunset. 

31. Ordered, That all householders be required to 
.keep the waste material set out by them for removal by 
the town in separate receptacles. 

(1) One or more of such receptacles shall be for 
garbage or swill and shall have tight-fitting covers. 
(An old pork barrel, beer keg, or lead cask makes an 
excellent swill bairel and may advantageously be kept 
in a tight garbage locker.) 

(2) A second receptacle or receptacles, preferably 
made of iron, shall be used for ashes, tin cans, and 
other incombustible waste. 

(3) A third separate set of receptacles shall be used 
for dry combustible waste, such as paper, old shoes, 
house sweepings, and such other waste material as it is 
customary for the Health Department to remove. 

32. Ordered^ That no person shall overhaul the con- 
tents of receptacles for waste material set upon the 
sidewalk to be removed by the town. 

33. Ordered, That no person shall throw upon the 
sidewalk, or into any public street or catch-basin, any 
paper, tin can, house sweepings, lawn rakiDgs, old 
shoes, orange peel, banana skin, dead animal or other 
waste material. 

As adopted April 3, 1905, and amended August 1, 1905. 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 

For the Government of the Officers and Employees 

OF THB 

BOARD OF HEALTH HOSPITAL. 



Adopted Nov. 9, 1903. 



HOSPITAL RULES. 

A copy of these rules, outlining the duties of the 
officers, nurses and other employees of the 
hospital will be furnished each of them by the 
matron, and each is expected to become familiar 
with the rules pertaining to his or her duties. 

By order of the Board of Health, 

James M. Codman, Jr., 

Chairman, 

SUPERINTENI)E>^T. 

The agent of the Board of Health shall be the 
medical superintendent of the hospital and visit- 
ing physician. He shall be responsible to the 
Board of Health. The matron and the outdoor 
manager shall be responsible to him. He shall 
prepare an annual report of the hospital, and from 
time to time shall make recommendations to the 
Board for the improvement of the hospital 
service. 

THE MATRON AND RESIDENT NURSE. 

The matron shall have entire charge of the 
hospital under the Board and the medical super- 
intendent. 

She- shall have the hiring of the cook and 
laundress and any other female employee, and the 
power to discharge them. The selection of assis- 
tant and pupil nurses shall be made by her. with 
the approval of the superintendent. She shall, 
with the help of the head nurses, give a thorough 
course of instruction to all the junior nurses. 
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She shall keep in a book, provided for that pur- 
pose, a record of the date of admission, name, age, 
birthplace, residence and disease of every patient 
admitted, the date of discharge and in what con- 
dition, or the date of decease and to whom the 
body was delivered. She shall, upon the death of 
a patient, immediately give written notice, if nec- 
essary, to the family or friends, requesting them 
to make arrangements respecting the remains. 

She shall take charge of all money or other 
property not in use belonging to patients, and 
keep a record of the same, and shall deliver it to 
the patients upon their leaving the hospital, tak- 
ing receipts therefor. She shall, when a patient 
dies, furnish the Board of Health with an inven- 
tory of all the effects, and the Board shall direct 
their disposal. 

The matron shall have the immediate superin- 
tendence of the nurses, servants and all inmates 
of the hospital, and shall enforce personal cleanli- 
ness, neatness and obedience to orders. In case of 
any refusal to conform to these rules and regula- 
tions, she shall report the same to the superin- 
tendent. 

The matron shall make the entire round of the 
hospital (by the piazza in the case of the scarlet 
fever pavilion) at least once a day, that she may 
be assured of the neatness and order of each de- 
partment, and may become acquainted with the 
patients, their necessities and wants. She shall 
actually enter the scarlet fever ward only when 
special circumstances make it necessary; she will 
then take special precautions. 

She shall order and have charge and superin- 
tendence of all furniture, bedding, linen, pro- 
visions, table and household supplies, and see 
that none are wasted or unnecessarily destroyed. 
She shall give careful instruction as to the cleans- 
ing and care of the floors in all the buildings. 
She shall keep in a book, prepared for this pur- 
pose, an exact inventory of all furniture and 
other property belonging to and in the hospital, 
and also memoranda of breakages or losses 
occasioned by the patients or others. 
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It is the duty of the matron to receive all 
visitors, exercising discretion in showing to all 
suitable persons the hospital, and such wards as 
they may desire to see. 

The matron is requested to exclude from con- 
versation at her table, and in every other place 
in the hospital, all topics of a personal nature 
about any patient, such as anecdotes of patients, 
and complaints. Any nurse or servant violating 
this rule shall be discharged. 

The matron shall require punctuality at meals 
on the part of all connected with the hospital. 

The following are the hours for meals;— 

Breakfast. DinDer. Supper. 

For Patients . . 7 a. M. 12 m. 5 p. m. 

For Matron and Norses . 7.80 a.m. 12.30 p.m. 5.30 p.m. 
For Cook and Laundress 8 a. m. 1 p. m. 6 p. m. 

The matron shall insist upon economy in all 
departments of the hospital. 

A record shall be kept by the matron of every 
important occurrence, and she shall prepare an 
annual report of the hospital. 

She will act as head nurse of the diphtheria 
pavilion. If there are only one or two conval- 
escent diphtheria patients, she may be directed 
to take entire care of them, at the discretion of 
the superintendent. When, on the other hand, 
the number of patients in the hospital is so large 
as to require most of her time to attend to her 
duties as matron, she will for the time appoint 
some other competent nurse as head .nurse of the 
diphtheria pavilion. 

No gift or remuneration from patients or their 
parento shall be received by any oflBcer, nurse or 
employee. 

OUTDOOR MANAGER. 

The outdoor manager shall have charge of the 
hospital grounds and of the eight hospital build- 
ings. 

The engineer and janitor and the assistant 
engineer shall be under his direction and respon- 
sible to him. 
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He' shall confer once or oftener daily with the 
matron or head nurse in chaige, assisting her in 
the management of the hospital. 

He shall inspect all the hospital buildings fre- 
quently, and see that they are kept constantly in 
good repair, and in readiness to receive patients, 
and that the steam laundry, the filter bed and all 
other apparatus are kept in erood condition. He 
shall see to it that good order is preserved at all 
times on the hospital grounds. 

He shall have charge of and drive the hospital 
ambulance. Whenever practicable, he shall also 
have a nurse accompany the ambulance. Imme- 
diately after each trip he shall thoroughly disin- 
fect the ambulance, its mattress, etc. He shall 
take discharged patients home in the hospital car- 
riage, accompanied (if young children) whenever 
practicable by a nurse, exercising due care to pre- 
vent their taking cold, and shall leave at the 
house the circular of advice to parents of dis- 
charged patients. 

He shall purchase, from dealers approved by 
the Board of Health, the provisions, medicines, 
and other supplies ordered for the hospital or its 
inmates, and shall bring them to the hospital as 
frequently as required. He shall in the same 
way purchase mattresses, blankets, crockery, and 
other articles to replace those which become un- 
serviceable, making a record of such replacements. 

THE NURSES. 

THE HKAD NUKSR. 

The head nurse in each pavilion shall be respon- 
sible for the order, discipline and ventilation of 
the wards and ijponis under her charge. 

She shall accompany the physician on all visits, 
and be prepared to give intelligent answers as to 
symptoms, aj»petite, sleep, and other details. 
She shall see that all orders are promptly and 
efficiently carried out. She shall see that the 
junior nurses are well instructed in all work of 
her department. 

On coming on duty each morning, she shall re- 
ceive the report of the night nurse. She shall 
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send to the matron or to the cook each day a diet 
list and requisition for the patients in her 
pavilion. She shall see that all requisitions for 
medical and other supplies are sent to the matron 
at the proper time, and that the sorting and 
mendine of the clothes is attended to. She shall 
be prepared to receive visitors to the hospital, and 
show them every courtesy. On leaving her 
pavilion, even for a short time, she shall notify 
one of the nurses whom she will leave in charge. 

THK JUNIOR NUK8E8. 

The junior nurses shall be responsible to the 
physician and to the head nurse for the care of the 
patients, in accordance with their directions; and 
shall not give, or allow to be given to a patient, 
any article of food or drink except such as the 
physician or head nurse may direct or approve. 

The rooms of all nurses must be ready for in- 
spection at all times by the matron or head nurse, 
and each occupant is required to keep her room in 
a neat and orderly condition, and to air and dust 
it daily. Each morning the bed clothes must be 
placed in proper position and left to air for some 
time before making up the bed. 

Absolute personal cleanliness and tidiness are 
essentials in a good nurse, therefore frequent bath- 
ing is required; also proper attention to the care 
and mending of clothes, uniforms and aprons. 

Each nurse, when on duty, shall wear the hos- 
pital cap, a soft cotton dress, a white apron, and 
noiseless shoes. Underclothes should be perfectly 
plain; no elaborately trimmed garment can be 
sent to the hospital laundry, and the number each 
week shall not exceed eighteen pieces for each 
person. 

Nurses are expected to be prompt at their meals 
and to report punctually for duty. Meals or 
dishes are not to be taken away from the dining- 
rooms under any circumstances. 

Nurses are expected to receive all orders stand- 
ing, and to rise when the physician, matron or 
head nurse enters the ward. 

The hours of duty of both day and night nurses 
will be arranged by the matron. 
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All nurses are expected to spend some time 
each day in study, and also to take a walk in the 
open air, of at least a half hour, at such time 
as the matron or head nurse shall approve. 

When a nurse is ill, rex)ort must be made at 
once to the matron, and on recovery she is not to 
leave the hospital, or return to duty without per- 
mission. Nurses will get permission from thfe 
matron or head nurse before going out. 

They must be in the central building by 10 
p. m., and in bed and the lights out by 10.30 
p. m. Special permission for later hours may be 
granted by the matron not oftener than once a 
week. 

In cleaning the varnished monolith floors, only 
pure water snail be used, the temperature not to 
exceed 96^; the floors shall then be dried with 
cloths. 

No bed or other article of furniture shall be 
moved from one floor or room to another with- 
out permission of the matron. 

Before going to the telephone in the central 
building, nurses will disinfect their hands ; they 
will not touch the telephone with bare hanas, but 
only with the special holders provided for the use 
of scarlet fever and diphtheria nurses respectively. 

Nurses must see to it that all unnecessary gas 
and electric lights are promptly turned off and 
not used wastefuUy. 

All lights are to be put out in the wards at eight 
o'clock, except in special cases. 

The night nurse shall report promptly at the 
appointed time. She is responsible for the 
care of the patients and the good order and 
temperature of the wards in her care. She 
will keep the lights carefully regulated, and put 
them out as early as possible in the morn- 
ing. She is expected to leave the pavilion in 
perfect order, all utensils, etc., washed and put 
away. She will reserve for analysis speci- 
mens of urine from all new patients on the 
first morning after admission. She will see that 
all is quiet in the wards during the night, and that 
the patients are not awakened before 6 a. m. She 
will leave a written report of her work each 
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morning, if so requested. She will be in bed be- 
tween 9.30 a. m. and 4 p. m. 

Nurses may receive visitors (except children) 
only on the piazzas or elsewhere about the hospital 
grounds. Should a nurse receive a call while on 
duty, she may see her friend for a few minutes if 
the head nurse can excuse her from the ward. 
Nurses must obtain permission from the matron 
before taking visitors arotind the hospital. 

Nurses shall not enter any hospital building 
except the pavilion where they are on duty and 
those parts of the central building especially re- 
served for their use. 

When necessary they may go to the outside 
doors of other parts of the hospital, but on no 
account are they to touch the door knobs. 

The nurses are in a great degree responsible for 
the welfare of the patients and the character and 
reputation of the hospital. In any diflftculty or 
special need they will apply to the head nurse, 
matron or physician. 

THE ENGINEER AND JANITOR. 

The engineer and janitor shall have the care 
of the hospital heating and disinfecting plants, the 
machinery of the steam laundry and of the filter 
bed. He shall also do such repairing of various 
kinds as his skill and the time at his disposal 
may enable him to attend to. In all his work he 
shall be under the direction of the outdoor 
manager. 

At such times as he needs assistance, either in 
his engineering or in his other duties, he shall 
give notice to the outdoor manager in order that 
help may be provided. As janitor he shall water 
and cut the grass about the hospital buildings, 
and shall also keep the piazzas of the buildings 
swept clean of dirt, leaves and snow. In the re- 
moval of snow, so far as practicable, he will be 
assisted by a man from the Almshouse sent by its 
superintendent. 

When requested by the matron, outdoor manager 
or head nurse, he shall occasionally assist in other 
ways ; fox example, in helping move a patient from 
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the ambulance into the hospital, or in taking a 
nurse's trunk to her room. He shall also assist 
in disinfecting, and in running the laundry 
machinery, and moving furniture or other heavy 
articles. 

When conditions at the hospital permit of it, he 
will devote the time he can spare from other work 
to cleaning windows, re varnishing the floors, or 
to similar necessary work. 

He shall notify the outdoor manager before 
leaving the hospital grounds except at the regular 
hours, and also on his return. 

His hours at the hospital shall be as follows: 
From the 15th of May to the 16th of September, 
he will be on duty at the hospital from 7 a. m. 
till 12 m., and from 1 p. m. till 6 p. m. During 
that part of the year in which an assistant en- 
gineer is employed, he shall be on duty twelve 
hours out of each twenty-four, alternating day 
duty with night duty every fortnight. From 
September 15th till the time an assistant is 
employed, and from the time of the discharge of 
the assistant in the spring to May 15th, he shall 
be on duty twelve or more hours daily, according 
to the needs of the hospital. 

THE ASSISTANT KN6INEBR. 

The duties of the assistant engineer shall be 
to assist the engineer in every wny about the 
heating plant and other apparatus in his care, 
and to do such other work as may be prescribed 
by the committee of the Board. 

He shall be on duty twelve hours out of each 
twenty-four, alternating night duty with day 
duty every fortnight. 

On leaving: the hospital grounds he shall notify 
the engineer. 

While doing day duty, he shall do such janitor's 
work, under the direction of the outdoor manager, 
as is usually done by the engineer. 

THE COOK AND TEIE LAUNDRESS. 

The cook and the laundress shall receive their 
orders from the matron, or from the head nurse 
in charge. 
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Unless otherwise ordered, the cook shall rise at 
6.30 a. m., summer and winter, the laundress by 
6 a. m., and they shall do their work promptly 
and neatly. The cook shall keep the kitchen 
clean, and will also do such other general house- 
work as she may be directed to do. 

The laundress will do such other cleaning, 
general housework and cooking as she may be I'e- 
quired to do. 

Neither the cook, laundress, nor other domestic 
shall enter either of the hospital pavilions, nor 
shall they enter that part of the central building 
used by the scarlet fever nurses, except in dis- 
charge of regular duties prescribea by the matron. 
They may go to the outside doors of the pavilions 
but shall not touch the door knobs. 

By order of the Board of Health, 

James M. Codman, Jr., 

Chairman. 
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RULES TO BE OBSERVED BY THE INMATES 
OF THE BROOKLINE ALMSHOUSE. 

I. 

No person shall be admitted to this institution 
as an inmate without an order from one of the 
Overseers; and no person shall be permitted to 
leave the institution unless regularly discharged 
by one of the Overseers on consultation with the 
Superintendent. 



II. 

All persons who have received permission to 
enter the Almshouse as inmates shall be examined 
by the Superintendent, to whom they shall give 
all the information required respecting their 
age, birthplace and history; and the Superinten- 
dent shall record the same in a book kept for 
that puri)ose. They shall then be thoroughly 
cleansed and their clothing changed if necessary. 

III. 

All the inmates shall arise in the morning at 
the hour appointed by the Superintendent, and 
shall prepare for the duties of the day. Break- 
fast, dinner and supper shall be announced by the 
ringing of the bell, or otherwise, and all persons 
who are able shall immediately go to their meals, 
take such seats as are assigned them by the 
Superintendent, and conduct themselves with 
decency and good order. No one shall waste 
food or take it away from the table, but all shall 
be allowed plenty of wholesome and suitable food 
at the table. No food shall be taken from the 
kitchen, or provided out of the usual hours, ex- 
cept for the sick or infirm. At the hour appointed 
all the inmates shall go to their rooms. 
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IV. 

The Superintendent or Matron shall assign to 
each inmate such work as he or she is able to do, 
and no inmate able to work shall be permitted to 
lead an idle life. 



V. 

The sexes shall not associate with each other, 
nor shall any inmate of either sex go into any part 
of the house or premises appropriated to the other, 
except under the appointment or by permission of 
the Superintendent or Matron. 

VI. 

No inmate shall enter the kitehen, except under 
the appointment or by the special permission of 
the Superintendent or Matron. No inmate shall 
go beyond the limits of the farm, or to the hospitals 
or to the pumping station, except with permission 
of the Superintendent, or when necessary in the 
performance of some duty required of them. 



VII. 

Cleanliness is absolutely required of all the 
inmates. They shall keep themselves, their cloth- 
ing, beds and rooms clean and in good order, shall 
have a complete bath at least once a week, unless 
excused, and shall do all in their power to keep 
the house and premises neat and clean. They 
shall not sleep in their clothes, or smoke indoors 
or spit on the floor. Each inmate shall be 
scrupulously careful in using the water closets to 
leave the same perfectly clean, flushing out 
thoroughly after using. 



VIII. 

Disorderly conduct, quarreling, profane and 
obscene language are strictly prohibited. Inmates 
shall conduct themselves with decorum and re- 
spect towards the officers and towards each other. 



Brookline Almshouse Rules, 283 

IX. 

The Superintendent is expressly directed to 
prohibit all persons from using or bringing upon 
the premises any intoxicating liquors. Violations 
of this rule shall be immediately reported to the 
Committee of the Board, and will be dealt with 
severely. 

X. 

Inmates shall not leave the premises except in 
cases where the Superintendent deems it desir- 
able. Leave of absence shall depend on good con- 
duct and shall not be granted oftener than once a 
month unless for a special reason. Inmates ob- 
taining leave of absence shall return at or before 
five p. m. 



XI. 

No inmate shall be excused from obeying these 
rules, except in case of sickness or disability, 
and unless thus excused every inmate shall be 
required to obey every regulation. 



XII. 

The Superintendent is hereby directed to report 
to the Board of Overseers any inmate who shall 
refuse to comply with the foregoing regulations. 

By order of the Board of Overseers of the Poor, 

James M. Codman, Jr., 

Chairman. . 
October 21, 1003. 



RULES OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 



[fn effect Sept. 1, I904.] 



CHAPTER I. 
Organization. 

Section 1. The School Committee of Brookline 
shall organize annually on the second Monday of April. 

Sect. 2. The organization shall be as follows: 1. 
A Chairman and Secretary shall be elected by ballots 
of a majority of members present. 2. The following 
Standing Committees, of three members each, shall be 
appointed by the Chairman, subject to the approval of 
the Board: On Buildings; on Finance; on Hygiene; 
on Teachers; and on Text-books and Courses of Study. 
The first-named member of each committee shall be its 
chairman. 

Sect. 3. Subject to the approval of the Board, the 
Chairman shall appoint one or more visitors to each of 
the schools, including the Evening Schools. 

CHAPTER II. 
Duties of Officers and Committees. 

Chairman, 

Section 1. The Chairman shall preside at all meet- 
ings of the Board. In the absence of the Chairman, a 
chairman ^0 tern, shall be elected. 

Secretary, 

Sect. 2. The Secretary shall keep a permanent 
record of all the proceedings of the Board; he shall 
keep on file in the office of the Board all reports, com- 
munications, papers and documents, relating to the 
business of the Board, or belonging to it. 

Sect. 3. He shall give to every member of the 
Board, and to the Suuerintendent, at least forty- eight 
hours' notice of each meeting; shall promptly ootify 
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all cornmittees of tbe reference of any matter to them, 
and famish them with all papers included in such 
reference or properly connected with it. He shall 
notify teachers of their appointment and shall act as 
the corresponding agent of the Board, preserving copies 
of correspondence. 

Standing Committees. 

Sect. 4. The Committee on Buildings shall have 
charge of all school buildings, and in cooperation with 
the Committee on Hygiene shall give special attention 
to heating, ventilation and sanitation. It shall con- 
gider and leport in writing upon all propositions for the 
location or erections of new school buildings; and upon 
all propositions for the alterations, enlargement, or 
extensive repairs of buildings already in existence, 
before the same shall be acted upon by the Board. It 
shall have charge of all construction, alteration, 
repair, and furnishing of school buildings, for which 
other provision is not made by the Board, and shall 
audit and approve bills for work done under its direc- 
tion. It shall recommend for appointment by the 
Board, janitors and engineers for the various school 
buildings and the salaries to be paid them. It shall 
cause the plumbing in all the schoolbouses in the town 
to be tested and the traps therein cleaned at the begin- 
ning of each school year. It shall report in writing at 
the February meeting in each year upon the condition 
of all the buildings in its charge and make recommen- 
dations as to the alterations and repairs which it deems 
desirable. 

Sect. 5. The Committee on Finance shall audit 
and approve all bills for expenditures authorized by the 
Board. It shall consider and report upon every proposi- 
tion involving any extraordinary expenditure of money 
before it is finally acted upon by the Board. It shall 
have charge and direction of the purchase of all books, 
stationery, fuel and other ordinary supplies. It shall 
consider and report upon all propositions to change 
salaries from the established rates, or to pay for any 
service or make any expenditure not previously pro- 
vided for by the Board. It shall prepare and submit 
to the Board at the regular meeting in February an 
estimate of the appropriations required for the expenses 
of the school department for the ensuing year. All 
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propositions for expenditures, not otherwise provided 
for in th^se rules, shall be referred to the Committee on 
Finance for report and recommendation. 

Sect. 6. The Committee on Hygiene shall have 
general supervision of the subjects of hygiene and 
physical training in all the schools. It shall twice 
yearly inspect the sanitary arrangements in them to see 
if they are properly used by the pupils and are adequate 
for their needs. It shall act as an advisory committee 
to the school athletic associations and cause such physi- 
cal examinations of the competitors in school athletic 
events to be made as it may deem necessary. To this 
committee shall be referred all requests that pupils be 
excused from any of the regular exercises of the school, 
as provided by Sec. 6 of Chap. 5 of the Regulations. 
In December and May of each yeai it shall report in 
writing upon the hygienic conditions of the schools, and 
if unsatisfactory make recommendations for their im- 
provement. 

Sect. 7. The Committee on Teachers shall present 
to the Board the names of such persons as it recom- 
mends for appointment and re-appointment in the public 
schools, indicating in each case the salary which it 
recommends. No teacher shall be appointed to any per- 
manent position who has not been recommended by 
this committee, except by a two-thirds vote of the 
entire Board. 

Sect. 8. The Committee on Text-books and Courses 
of Study shall consider and report upon all propositions 
for the adoption or change of any text-book or for any 
change in the courses of study, and no text-book shall 
be adopted for use in the schools until after reference 
thereof to said committee. Books recommended by the 
Superintendent for use as supplementary material 
may be authorized by the Board at any regular 
meeting. 

Sect. 9. No committee shall take action except at 
a meeting thereof, of which twenty-four hours* notice 
shall have been given to each member and to the Super- 
intendent. All votes, instructions, decisions and doings 
of committees shall be transmitted to teachers, parents 
and other persons concerned, through the Superinten- 
dent, when practicable, and shall be subject to injuiry 
and revision by the Board. 
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Sect. 10. Each Standing Committee shall keep a 
record of its meetinpcs, and shall render a report when- 
ever requested by the Board. 

Sect. 11. The Visitors to the several schools shall 
from time to time make such suggestions and recom- 
mendations to the Board, its committees, or the 
Superintendent, as shall seem to them advisable. 

CHAPTER III. 

Meetings. 

Section IT The Board shall meet on the second 
Monday of each month, except July and August. All 
meetings shall be held at 8 o'clock p. m., at the rooms 
of the School Committee, unless otherwise ordered by 
the Board. Five members shall constitute a quorum. 

Sect. 2. At each regular meeting, after organiza- 
tion, the order of procedure shall be as follows: — 

1. Reading the record of the last meeting. 

2. Unfinished business. 

3. Communications from the Superintendent. 

4. Reports of Standing Committees. 

5. Reports of Special Committees. 

6. New business not involved in communications 
from the Superintendent. 

Sect. 3. When deemed necessary by the chairman, 
a special meeting may be called; and, at the request in 
writing of any two members, such meeting shall be 
called, at least forty-eight hours' notice being given to 
each member, such notice to state the subjects to be 
considered. 

Sect. 4. At special meetings, only the business for 
which the meeting was called shall be in order. At 
adjourned meetings, after the reading of the record, the 
Board may at once take up the subject under considera- 
tion at the time of adjournment, if it so elect. 

Sect. 5. At the regular meeting in May, the Board 
shall appoint teachers for all the schools, and one or 
more truant officers, for the ensuing school year, and 
fix their compensation. All appointments shall be made 
subject to the right of dismissal by the Board. 

Sect. 6. Whenever any matter is presented which 
should be considered by a Standing Committee, the 
Chairman shall refer said matter without debate to the 
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af^rc^iate commifctee for report upon the same, before 
the sahject shall be taken up for consideration by the 
Board. 

Sect. 7. At the request of one member the vote 
upon any question shall be by yeas and nays, and shall 
be entered upon the record. 

Sect. 8. No action of the Board shall be recon- 
sidered or rescinded at a subsequent meeting in the 
same municipal year, except by a vote of a majority of 
all the members of the Board. 

Sect. 9. Motions to adjourn, to lay on the table, 
and for the previous question, shall be decided without 
debate. 

Sect. 10. At the request of onemember any motio^ 
or amendment oifered shall be put in writing before i 
is voted on, except those mentioned in Section 9. 

Sect. 11. The conduct of meetings and of the busi- 
ness of the Board shall be in accordance with the laws 
of tbe State and the rules of parliamentary practice, as 
laid down in Cushing's Manual. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Section 1. The principal teacher in the High 
School shall be called Head Master. The other male 
teachers in the school shall be called Masters. The 
female teachers in the High ISchool shall be called 
Assistants. 

Sect. 2. In the Grammar and Primary Schools the 
teacher in charge shall be called Principal; other 
teachers in the school shall be classified as Assistants, 
Kindergartners and Assistant Kindergartners. 

Sect. 3. The salaries of teachers shall be fixed at 
the time of their appointment; and, unless otherwise 
ordered, the maximum shall be as follows: — 

High School. 

Head Master ^3,500.00 

Masters 2,500.00 

Assistants 1,200.00 

Grammar and Primary Schools. 
Principal of Grammar School having an 

enrolment of 450 or more pupils - ^^2,000.00 

Principal of Grammar School having an 

enrolment of less than 450 pupils - 1,800.00 
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FriDcipal of Primary Building - - $800.00 

Assistanto in grades VIII. and IX. - 800.00 

Assistants in grades I. to VII. - - 725.00 

Kindergartners 650.00 

Assistant Kindergartners ... 500.00 

Sect. 4. Teachers absent for causes other than ill- 
ness shall forfeit their pay for the time absent, unless 
the Board shall otherwise determine. Teachers absent 
on account of illness shall receive half pay for absence 
not exceeding two months in any one year. In case of 
death in the immediate family, no reduction of salary 
will be made for absence not exceeding four days. 

Sect. 5. The salaries of Janitors and Engineers 
shall be fixed by the Board at the time of their appoint- 
ment. 

CHAPTER V. 

Section 1 . Any of the rules or regulations may be 
suspended at any meeting by a vote of the majority of 
all the members of the Board, but no action of the 
Board, taken without objection, shall thereafter be 
deemed invalid because the rule was not formally 
suspended. 

Sect. 2. The rules or regulations may be amended 
01 repealed at any meeting, by a vote of a majority of 
the whole Board, provided notice shall have been given 
of such proposed action at a previous meeting and a 
written copy of the proposed alteration shall have been 
given by the Secretary in the call for the meeting at 
which action is to be taken. 

Sect. 3. These rules shall go into effect September 
1,1904. 
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REGULATIONS OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 



CHAPTER I. 

The School Year, Sessions, Etc. 

SectioD 1. The school year shall begin on the 
second Monday of September and shall consist of forty 
weeks, not including Christmas week and the week 
beginning on the first Monday of April. 

Sect. 2. There shall be a suspension of school every 
Saturday, every legal holiday, on Good Friday, the 17th 
of June, and the day following Thanksgiving. In any 
emergency, if it is impracticable to call a special meet- 
ing of the Board, the Chairman may close any or all of 
the schools for a day. In case of very stormy weather 
the Superintendent may suspend schools for the day. 

Sect. 3. All schools, except the Kindergartens, 
shall begin at 8.30 a. m. The Kindergartens shall 
begin at 9 a. m. and close at 12 m. The first and second 
grades shall close at 12.30 p. m., the third grades at 1 
p. M., and all other schools at 1.30 p. m., provided, 
that nothing in this section shall prevent a teacher from 
judicious exercise of the right to detain a pupil for 
purposes of instruction or discipline for a reasonable 
time after the regular hours of dismissing school; and 
that the Head Master of the High School and the 
Principals of the Grammar Schools may require the 
attendance of individual pupils in the afternoon of 
school days whenever in their judgment it may seem 
necessary. 

Each teauher shall keep a record of all cases of 
detention of more than fifteen minutes, with the reason 
and length of time for which pupils are detained, to be 
open at all times to the inspection of the Superintendent 
and the School Committee. 

Sect. 4. The recesses for all schools shall consist 
of thirty minutes, which may be divided at the option 
of the Principal into two recesses of fifteen minutes 
each. No pupil shall be deprived of recess by reason 
of misconduct or failure in lessons. 

Sect. 5. All school-rooms shall be open, and the 
teachers shall be present at least fifteen minutes before 
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the beginning of each session, and no pupil shall be 
admitted earlier unless the teacher is present. 

Sect. 6. The morning exercises in all schools shall 
begin with singing and reading of a portion of the 
Bible, without written note or oral comment. 

CHAPTER II. 

SUFERIMTBNDBNT AKD HIS DUTIES. 

Section 1. The Superintendent of the^lPablic 
Schools shall be elected annually in the month of Jane, 
or whenever a vacancy occurs, and shall hold his office 
daring the pleasure of the Board. 

Sect. 2. The Superintendent shall be the executive 
officer of the School Board, and under its direction shall 
have the supervision of all the schools in respects to 
instruction and discipline. Ue shall see that the rules 
and regulations of the Board are enforced and that any 
action taken by the Board is carried into effect. He 
shall devote himself to the study of the Public School 
System, and shall keep informed concerning the pro- 
gress of education elsewhere. Ue shall report at each 
monthly meeting of the Board a sammary of all cases 
of corporal puoishment since the previous meeting, with 
such remarks as he may deem necessary or proper in 
explanation. 

Sect. 3. He shall recommend the courses of study 
to be pursued, the text-books, reference books and 
apparatus to be used and the salaries to be paid to 
teachern. He shall sign all requisitions for such books, 
apparatus and supplies, and examine and certify to the 
correctness of all bills for the same. He shall give 
timely notice to the Board of the need of additional 
school accommodations. 

Sect. 4. He shall make such visits to the schools as 
shall enable him to obtain a personal knowledge of 
their condition, and to suggest improvements and 
remedy defects in their management. He shall advisd 
the teachers on the best methods of instruction and disci- 
pline, see that the prescribed text-books are used, the 
proper course of study is pursued, and all the regula- 
tions of the school are properly enforced. He may, at 
his discretion, hold meetings of teachers for discussion 
of the details and methods of school work. Teachers 
shall attend all such meetings, and no excuse for 
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abseace will be allowed, other than would jasfcify 
abseDce from a regular school session. It shall be his 
duty to reooniDiend to the Committee on Teachers 
suitable candidates for the various vacancies as they 
occur. He shall secure substitutes to fill temporary 
vacancies, subject to the approval of the Committee on 
Teachers. 

Sect. 5. He shall direct the examination of all 
pupils new to the schools, arrange the classification and 
promotion of all pupils and also the transfer of pupils 
from one school to another of the same grade. He 
shall make investigation as to the number and condi- 
tion of the children of the town who are not attending 
the public schools, and shall endeavor to ascertain the 
reasons and to suggest and apply the remedies, and 
report upon the same from time to time to the Board. 
He shall take cognizance of all cases of truancy, and 
under the direction of the Board shall see that the laws 
affecting such cases are executed. 

Sect. 6. He shall render such aid and communicate 
such information to the various committees as may be 
required of him. He shall see that the forms of all 
registers, record books, blanks, and cards used in the 
schools are of uniform pattern; that all returns are 
made, and receive and record the same, and shall pre- 
pare the Annual Returns required by law, and transmit 
them to the Secretary of the B^ard of Education. It 
shall be his duty under the direction of the Finance 
Committee, to supply such books, stationery, maps and 
apparatus as may be necessary, at the expense of the 
town; and under the direction of the Committee on 
Buildings and the Committee on Hygiene, to exercise 
suitable care of the school houses, yards and appur- 
tenances, the method of heating and ventilating and all 
the arrangeiueuts affecting the health and comfort of 
the teachers and pupils; to see that the janitors are 
efficient, prudent and careful of the public interests in 
their hands. He is authorized to sound the signal for 
**No School" on stormy days, when in his judgment 
expedient. 

Sect. 7. At the meeting of the Board in February 
and October, he shall make returns of the number of 
pupils belonging to each class in the public schools, 
including the names of those pupils whose parents do 
not reside in the town. 
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Sect. 8. The SaperintendeDfc shall attend all meet- 
ings of the Board, except when his election is in order 
or ander discussion, and when called upon through the 
Chairman, shall express his opinion on any topic under 
discussion and communicate such information as he 
may possess. He shall prepare and present in February 
to the Board for publication, an annual report of the 
condition of the schools for the year preceding, together 
with such suggestions and statistics as he may deem 
worthy of con Hi deration. 

Sect. 9. He shall issue certificates of the age and 
school attendance of pupils under sixteen years of age 
who desire employment in manufacturing, mechanical 
or mercantile establishments, and shall cooperate with 
the Board in securing the observance of the law con- 
cerning the employment of children in such places. 

Sect. 10. It shall be the duty of the Superinten- 
dent to see that each principal gives such instructions 
to his assistants as will prepare them to act prudently 
and promptly in case of fire in the school building, and 
so train the pupils that, at a given signal, they will 
leave the scboolbouse in order and speedily. The fire 
alarm signal shall be given at least once each month 
from September to April. 

Sect. 11. All votes and directions of the Board or 
committees affecting pupils, parents or teachers shall be 
communicated through the Superintendent. He shall, 
when requested, act as secretary of the Standing or 
Special Committees. 

CHAPTER III. 

Principals and Teacurrs. 
Section 1. The Head Master of the High School 
and the Principals of other schools shall have general 
supervision of the grounds, buildings, and appur- 
tenances of their schools, and shall be held responsible 
for the neatness and cleanlinss of the premises, and 
whenever any repairs are needed shall give notice there- 
of in writing to the Superintendent. They shall see 
to the enforcement of the rules and regulations of 
the Board, and shall obey the directions of the 
Superintendent. They shall h&ve fi^eneral charge 
of the discipline of pupils in their buildings. They 
shall have supervision of the pupils during recesses 
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and at other times of relaxation. At such 
times they may call upon teachers for assistance, and 
require them to perform any duties that may be neces- 
sary in order to secure the proper deportment of pupils. 
They shall render such assistance in the supervision of 
methods of instruction and discipline as the Superin- 
tendent shall direct and require. They sliall give 
advice and directions to teachers in any emergency, and 
shall be subject to the rules governing other teachers. 
They shall not allow any doors, used by pupils in 
entering or leaving their buildings, to be locked or 
bolted during school sessions. They shall, under the 
direction of the Superintendent, have the control of the 
janitors and engineers, shall see that the rules for their 
government are enforced, and shall report to the Super- 
intendent any neglect of duty or improper conduct on 
their part. 

Sect. 2. In cases of truancy in their respective 
buildings, they shall, under the direction of the Super- 
intendent, cause the truant officer to investigate and 
report thereon without unnecessary delay. 

Sect. 3. They shall make requisition in writing 
upon the Superintendent, at such times as he may 
designate, for all the text-books and supplies necessary 
for the schools in their buildings, and shall require the 
books belonging to the different rooms to be properly 
labelled and cared for by the teachers thereof. They 
shall, in such manner as the Superintendent may direct, 
keep an account of the books and supplies ordered by 
and delivered to each teacher, and shall exercise a watch- 
ful care over all school property, and, at the close of 
each school year, report to the Superintendent a list of 
all the text-books on hand in their buildings and their 
condition. 

Sect. 4. They shall examine the school registers 
at least once a month, and give such directions as shall 
cause them to be kept in a proper manner. 

Sect. 5. They shall send to the Superintendent, 
whenever required by him, a detailed report in writing 
of the condition of the schools in their charge, together 
with such suggestions and recommendations as they 
may deem proper. 

Sect. 6. They shall have authority and it shall be 
their duty to suspend, subject to an appeal by the 
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parent or guardian to the Superintendent, any papil 
from school for any of the following reasons: 

1. Truancy persisted in. 

2. Violent opposition to authority. 

3. Repetition of any offence after notice. 

4. Habitual and determined neglect of duty. 

5. Use of profane or obscene language. 

6. Genera] bad conduct and bad example, tending 
to the injury of the school. 

7. Cutting, marrinc:, destroying, defacing or injur- 
ing any of the public property, such as buildings, 
furniture, fences, trees and shrubbery. 

Provided alwaySy that they shall immediately, in 
writing, inform the parent or guardian and the Super- 
intendent of such suspension and the reason thereof. 

Sect. 7. They shall return to the Superintendent, 
upon blanks provided for the purpose, a monthly report 
of the attendance, and other required statistics of the 
schools under their charge, using for the purpose the 
monthly reports of the teachers. 

Sect. 8. All teachers shall, according to the laws 
of this Commonwealth, '* exert their best endeavors to 
impress on the minds of children and youth committed 
to their care and instruction, the principles of piety 
and justice, and a sacred rej^ard for truth; love of 
country, humanity, and universal benevolence; sobriety, 
industry, and frugality; chastity, moderation and 
temperance; and those other virtues which are the 
oruameirt of human society, and the basis on which a 
republican constitution is founded." 

Sect. 9. All teachers shall respect the rules, regula- 
tions, and requirements of the Board transmitted 
through the Superintendent, and shall cooperate cor. 
dially with him and with each other in the conduct of 
the schools and the maintenance of p^ood order therein. 
They shall consider the suggestions and directions of 
the Superintendent as given by authority of the School 
Board. 

Sect. 10. The discipline to be maintained in the 
schools shall be such as is exercised by a kind, judicious 
and faithful parent. All teachors shall avoid corporal 
punishment, except in extreme cases, and in no case 
resort to confinement, or to any cruel, unusual, or humil- 
iating treatment. Corporal punishment shall be inflicted 
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odI J after the nature of the offenee has been fully ex- 
plained to the pnpil ; shall not be inflicted in the sight 
of other pupils; shall be restricted to blows on the 
hand with a rattan; and shall not be inflicted until the 
close of the session. A record of all cases in which 
corporal punishment has been inflicted shall be kept in 
the -school register, and a written report made to the 
Superintendent within 24 hours, stating the name of 
the pupil, the amount of the punishment, and the 
reason for its infliction. 

Sect. 11. Teachers shall give vigilant attention to 
the ventilation, temperature, and light of their respec- 
tive schoolrooms. From the first day of November till 
the first day in June, they shall make a daily record of 
the temperature of their respective school-rooms, twice 
in each day, viz., at t£e commencement of the session, 
and at the time of the first recess. 

Sect. 12. Teachers shall have authority, and it 
shall be their duty, to make and enforce by reasonable 
means, any rules and regulations necessary and proper 
for the internal regulation of their respective schools, 
subject to the approval of the Superintendent. They 
shall also exercise proper care and authority in inducing 
habits of cleanliness in their pupils, and in preventing 
the use of profane and improper language. 

Sect. 13. Every teacher shall keep a register of the 
enrollments, attendance, and other required statistics of 
the class or classes in his or her charge upon blanks to 
be provided for that purpose, which -shall be returned 
each month to the Principal. 

Sect. 14. Teachers shall keep a copy of the rules 
and regulations in their respective school looms, and 
shall thoroughly familiarize themselves with its con- 
tents. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Miscellaneous. 
Section 1. The books and stationery used, and the 
studies pursued, shall be such, and such only, as the 
Board authorizes. No teacher shall require any pupil 
to purchase, for use in the schools, any book, pamphlet, 
publication or article of stationery. 

Sect. 2. No subscriptions or contributions shall be 
allowed in the schools; no teacher shall receive presents 
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from the piipils under his or her charge; no person shall 
give any notice by reading or otherwise, to the pupils 
of any school, or post upon the walls of any school 
building or fences about the same, any advertisement; 
nor shall any agent or other person be permitted to 
enter any school for the purpose of exhibiting, either to 
teachers or pupils, any book or article of merchandise, 
or for any purpose of trade or business. 

Sect. 8. School bui-ldings and school rooms shall 
not be used for other than school purposes except by 
vote of the School Committee. 

Sect. 4. Teachers must not be interrupted by any 
one during the school session with any prolonged inter- 
view, even on matters relating to the school; nor shall 
they allow any suspension of their regular duties in 
consequence of the visits of peisonal friends. 

Sect. 5. Teachers may require excuses from parents 
or guardians, in person or by written note, in all cases 
of absence, tardiness, and dismissals. 

Sect. 6. Teachers shall not dismiss school before 
the regular hour without permission from the Superin- 
tendent, except in cases of emergency, when they shall 
make immediate report to the Superintendent. 

Sect. 7. Teachers shall, so far as practicable, exer- 
cise a general oversight of their pupils while going to 
and from school. 

Sect. 8. In case of the absence or disability of a 
teacher, he or she shall give prompt notice to the 
Principal and to the Superintendent in order that a 
substitute may be provided. 

Sect. 9. The Superintendent may, at his discretion, 
grant permission to a teacher to be absent one day in 
each half year to visit schools, for improvement in 
professional work. 

Sect. 10. Any teacher intending to resign shall 
give the Superintendent four weeks' notice of such 
intention; or, failing to do so, shall forfeit all salary 
for the last month of service, unless the Board shall 
otherwise order. 

CHAPTER V. 

Pupils. 

Section 1. Pupils may be admitted to the Kinder- 
gartens at the age of three and one half years', and to 
the Primary Schools at the age of five j^years, if quali- 
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fied< ^o child sliall be admitted as pupil in amy school 
until a physician's certificate has been furnished the 
Principal that the child has been vaccinated, or is not 
a fit subject lor vaccination. 

Any pupil who has been exposed to smalJ-pox, diph- 
theria, membranous croup, scarlet fever, cholera, 
measles or whooping cou}2[h, shall be excluded from 
school, for the time being, and shall not be re-admitted 
without a written permit from the attending physician, 
the Board of Health, or the Agent of said Board. 

^o child with chicken pox,German measles, or mumps 
shall be allowed to attend school. Upon recovery and 
the entire absence of all signs of any of these diseases, 
such pupil may be re-admitted without certificate. 

Sect. 2. The Superintendent is authorized to ad- 
vance pupils in any of the schools at such times as he 
may deem expedient, and when their proficiency will 
warrant it, and will make reports fiom time to time of 
extra promotions of puuils. The regular promotions of 
all pupils shall be made at the close of the school year, 
and only those who have attained a satisfactory pro- 
ficiency shall be eligible for promotion; provided, how- 
ever, that pupils who for two successive years have been 
in the same class, and have been constant in attendance, 
and who produce a certificate from their teacher that 
they have worked faithfully during that time, may be 
promoted, if deemed expedient by the Superintendent. 
Pupils not regularly promoted from schools of lower 
grade may be admitted to the Grammar and High 
Schools upon examination by the respective Principals 
of those schools, with the approval of the Superinten- 
dent. High Schools pupils, under the direction of 
their parents or guardians, must elect to take one of 
the prescribed courses on their entrance into the school. 
If it should be found desirable or expedient, a change 
may be made from one course to another, on the appli- 
cation of the parents of a pupil, with the approval of 
the Head Master. 

Sect. 3. Those pupils who complete the prescribed 
course of study in the High or Grammar schools, in a 
manner satisfactory to the Master and Superintendent, 
shall receive diplomas or certificates signed by the 
Chairman of the Board, the Superintendent and the 
Pincipal. 
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The High School dif^omaa shall speoify tho cottrae 
of study paraaed. 

Sect. 4. Children from outaide the town limits, if 
qualilied, may, by permission of the Superintendent, 
attend the schools of Brookline by paying tuition in 
advance, for periods of not less than twenty weeks at 
a time, at such rates as may be determined by the 
Board: 

Sect. 5. Every pupil must come to scfaooi cleanly 
in person and dress, and with clothes properly repaired; 
in case of neglect in this respect, it shall be the duty of 
the teacher to send such pupil home to be suitably 
prepared for school . 

Sect. 6. No pupil shall be regularly excused from 
any prescribed study or exercise, unless a certificate of 
a physician be presented advising such omisniou, sub- 
ject also to approval by the Board; the form of the 
certificate, which shall not be valid for a period exceed- 
ing six months, to be as follows: — 

I hereby certify that, having personally examined the case of A. B.. 
applicant for excuse from certain studies on the ground of physical 
disability. It is my opinion that his (or her) state of health demands 
that he (or she) be excused from said studies. 

Sect. 7. Tardiness, unless satisfactorily explained, 

shall be subject to a proper penalty. No pupil shall be 

absent a part of any session for the purpose of receiving 

instruction elsewhere; nor shall a pupil leave before the 

close of the school without the consent of the teacher. 

No permanent excuse for dismissal shall he granted 

except by vote of the School Committee. 

Sect. 8. Any pupil who shall accidentally injuie 
any school property, whether fences, gates, trees or 
shrubs, buildings or furniture, shall be liable to pay in 
full for all the damage done. Any pupil who shall, on 
any part of the school premises, use or write any pro- 
fane or indecent language, or shall draw any obscene 
pictures or representations, or cut, mark, or otherwise 
intentionally destroy or deface any building, furniture 
or other school property, shall be punished in propor- 
tion to the nature and extent of the offence. Teachers 
shall give immediate notice to the Superintendent 
whenever any injuries have been committed or repairs 
are needed. 

Sect. 9. Pupils shall not be permitted to answer 
the calls of persons at the door, except those of parents, 
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guardians or other persons wlio may have charge and 
control of them. Messages approved by the teacher 
may be sent in to the pupil. 

CHAPTER VI. 

Janitors. 

Section 1. In the performance of their duties, 
janitors shall be under the control of Principals, subject 
to the general direction of the Superintendent. 

Sect. 2. They shall do all work that may be neces- 
sary to keep the buildings, appurtenances thereto, and. 
the grounds in proper condition throughout the year. 
This work shall include — 

Sweeping and Dusting. 

1. Hall, stairways and kindergarten rooms are to 
be swept every day. School rooms are to be swept and 
dusted at least three times a week and placed in order 
in the morning before school. 

Dusting not only includes the furniture, but also all 
railings, sills, mouldings and other projections liable to 
catch dust. 

Auditoriums, gymnasiums and other rooms used occa- 
sionally are to be swept and*dusted as often as may be 
necessary. In sweeping, damp saw-dust should be 
used. 

Washing. 

2. Halls, stairways and kindergarten rooms must be 
washed once a week . School rooms are to be washed 
once a month or oftener if necessary. The entire build- 
ing is to be thoroughly washed before the beginning of 
each term. 

Windows shall be washed before the beginning of 
each term, and ink-wells as often as the Principal shall 
direct. 

The furniture and all painted surfaces shall be cleaned 
with Sulpho-Napthol, or other authorized antiseptic, 
and water, once a year, and at other times when directed 
by the Committee. 

All banisters, hand-rails and door-knobs must be 
cleaned with the above solution once a week. No pre- 
paration shall be used on furniture that will damage 
the finish. 
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Heating. 

3. Janitors shall regulate the fires so as to obtain a 
uniform heat of 68 degrees F. during the day. They 
shall also visit each room at least once an hour to ascer- 
tain the temperature. All fresh air rooms and ducts 
must be kept perfectly clean and nothing whatever must 
be stored therein. 

Janitors in charge of steam boilers must not be 
absent from the building more than one-half hour at a 
time. 

Carb of Saxitaries and Entrances. 

4. The sanitaries must be kept as clean and odorless 
as possible. The yards, closets and basements must be 
kept in good order and free from all rubbish whatever. 

The entrance to buildings must be kept clean and 
neat at all times. Immediately after the recess, janitors 
shall pick up any papers or articles of food that may 
have accumulated during the recess, also sweep the 
steps and doorways forming: an entrance to the buildings. 

Carb of Steps and Walks. 

5. Steps and walks must be kept clean at all times. 
Snow must be removed immediately, and during icy 
weather special care must be taken to prevent accidents. 

Sect. 3. Janitors shall take every precaution to 
avoid accidents from fire, see that no door is locked 
during school hours, that no smoking occurs on the 
premises, and that all obscene or obnoxious marks or 
writings are removed immediately. 

Sect. 4. They shall report to the Principal or 
Superintendent any repairs that may be needed, but 
shall have no authority to order any repairs to be made, 
or to contract any bills. 

Sect. 5. They shall attend to official errands for 
the Principal, or the Superintendent, and shall perform 
such other duties as may be required of them. 

Sect. 6. They shall be at the buildings under their 
charge one hour at least before each session, and shall 
not leave the school premises during school hours, with- 
out the permission of the Principal or Superintendent. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Duties of Truant Officers. 

Section 1. The trnant officers shall be under the 

control and direction of the Superintendent, and shall 

report for service at such times and places as he may 

designate. 

Sect. 2. They shall cooperate with the teachers and 
Superintendent to secure the regular attendance at the 
school of all children of school age not otherwise under 
instruction. 

Sect. 3. They shall diligently seek out truants and 
absentees who have been reported to them, but shall 
not make a formal complaint against any pupil until 
after consultation with the Superintendent and the 
Chairman of the Board. 

Sect. 4. They shall, when required, make to the 
Superintendent detailed reports of their doings upon 
blanks furnished for the purpose, which reports shall 
be submitted to the Board. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

Appeals. 
In all cases arising under these regulations or under 
any orders of the Board, appeals may be taken from the 
decision of the teacher to the Superintendent, and from 
the Superintendent to the Board. The person so 
appealing to the Board shall state in writing his 
grievance and the relief desired. 

CHAPTER IX. 

These regulations shall go into effect September 1, 
1904. 



RULES AND REGULATIONS 

FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 

BROOKLINE FIRE DEPARTMENT, 

Members of the Department should understand that 
these rules are not intended to cover every casn which 
may arise in the discharge of their dutv; something 
must necessarily be left to their intelligence and 
discretion. 

Chief of Department. 

The Chief of Department shall have and exercise 
supreme command at all the fires over the officers and 
members of the Department and all other persons 
present at fires. He shall be the chief executive officer 
of the Fire Commissioner and see that all his 
orders and regulations are strictly enforced. 

He shall see that proper jliscipline is maintained and 
observed by the officers and men, and shall make weekly 
reports of the number of men on duty, and of the con- 
dition of the several houses, horses, apparatus, and 
equipments. He shall visit each Department house as 
often as practicable and inspect the men, the books of 
the house, and see that the quarters are properly con- 
ducted and in good order. 

He shall, if possible, be at his headquarters daily 
from 9 A. M. to 12 m. (Sundays excepted), and shall 
issue to the Deoaitnient forthwith all orders emanating 
from the Fire Commissioner. 

He shall have power to suspend any officers or mem- 
bers of the Department for insubordination, disorderly 
conduct or neglect of duty, said suspension to continue, 
pending the action of the Fire Commissioner. 

He shall notifv the Assistant Chief of his intention 
to leave town, either for a long or short period. 

Assistant Chief. 

In the absence of the Chief of Department the Assist- 
ant Chief shall have the same authority and exercise 
the same powers as the Chief of Department. 
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On his arrival at a fire he shall report at once to the 
Chief of Department. He shall have charge of the 
house he is assigned to, both over men and apparatus. 

He shall have charge of the stock room and keep a 
written account of all supplies received and given out, 
in a book furnished for that purpose. He shall give 
out stock only on written orders of the Fire Commis- 
sioner. 

Ranking List. 

The ranking list determines the rank of each officer 
of the Department, both in the station and at fires, with 
the exception of the engineman, who takes rank from 
the list only when he is in the station. 

Enginkmen. 

The enginemen shall have the care of the engines, 
and see that they are at all times in good repair and 
suitable for immediate use. They shall clean their 
engines as soon as possible after using, and keep them 
free from rust and dirt at all times. They shall turn 
their engines over at least twice a week when they are 
standing in the house; when cheir engines are not in 
service, they shall perform such other work in the house 
as may be assigned to them by the officer in charge of 
house. They shall test their engines as often as the 
Chief may direct, and they shall instruct their firemen 
in the management of the engines. 

The use of all patent preparations for cleaning 
engines, except that furnished by the Commissioner, is 
strictly prohibited. All material for polishing will be 
furnished from headquarters. Keep the safety valve set 
at eighty pounds, and run the engine according to the 
line of hose; a hundred pounds will be carried only 
when working through an extra long line, or two lines 
of, say, five hundred feet each. Water pressure will 
never exceed a hundred pounds, except on special orders 
from the Chief or Assistant Chief of Department. 

The following whistle-signals will be made use of in 
this department until further orders: — 

One whistle signals pipemen to look out for water. 

Two whistles, signal for burst hose. 

Three whistles, signal for coal. 

Two short and one long whistle, signal to make up. 

Enginemen will be on duty at all times. No member 
shall shut ofiF the water, or in any manner move the 
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machinery attached to the engine, except at request of 
the engineman. When the services of the engines are 
not reqaiied, draw the tire, always leaving sufficient 
quantity for rekindling, in case of another alarm while 
returning. All fuel partially consumed shall be pre- 
served, and not be left burning in the streets. 

Drivers. 

Drivers will be held responsible for the care and 
management of their horses. They must not drive them 
faster than is consistent with the safety of the public, 
and of the apparatus of the department. They will be 
held responsible for any damage caused by carelessness 
displayed in conveying their apparatus to and from 
fires. Racing to and from fires will not be allowed 
under any circumstances. If the apparatus of two or 
more Companies shall proceed to a fire on the same 
street, they shall do so in single file, except in the case of 
Chemical Engine, which by an order of Engineer shall 
have the right of way over all. Returning from fires 
they shall drive at a moderate rate of speed, and on 
arriving at a firp, and also on returning to the house 
from a fire or alarm, tho horses shall be well taken caie 
of. 

Assistant Knginemkn. 

The Assistant Enginemen shall respond promptly to 
all alarms, and when in quarters they will assist in 
hitching up. When on duty at fires they shall be under 
the direction of their respective enginemen, who shall 
require their whole and undivided attention. On re- 
turning from fires they shall remain on duty until 
relieved by their respective enginemen. 

Officer in Charge of House. 

The officer in charge shall have full charge of house 
and be directly responsible for its condition. He shall 
be responsible for the proper care of horses, apparatus, 
and equipments. He shall be at Company quarters, ex- 
cept when absent at meals. He shall have immediate 
control of the officers and men detailed for duty at his 
quarters. He shall inspect his men daily and reform 
any negligence in attire, want of cleanliness or any im. 
proper personal habit, see that all have badges, and 
report to the Chief of Department every case of sickness, 
misconduct, insubordination, neglect or unfitness for 
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duty. He shall make a written report once a week to 
the Chief of Department. He shall keep a house book 
containing a daily account of the business transacted 
and a record of all fires and the attendance at same. 
He shall have the authority to excuse members from 
the station for a short time, when in his judgment he 
thinks it necessary, and not to allow it unless it leaves 
men enough at the station to answer to an alarm of 
fire. He shall make himself familiar with the build- 
ings and hydrants in his first alarm district and report 
any information of value to the Chief. 

Captains. 

The Captain shall see that each member of his Com- 
pany has a copy of the Rules and Regulations, and shall 
report the name of any member who violates them. He 
shall have charge of apparatus after it leaves the station 
until it returns to quarters, when it shall come under 
the control of the officer in charge of house. At 
fires, when his apparatus is first on the ground, he shall 
assume command of the force that may come, until re- 
lieved by a superior officer; he shall then assume com- 
mand of his Company. He shall call the roll after 
each alarm of fire, keeping a record of same in a book 
furnished for that purpose. 

Lieutenants in Charge of Companies. 

Lieutenants in charge of Companies shall perform all 
the duties, and exercise the same authority as a Captain. 

Lieutenants. 

The Lieutenants in addition to their duties as ladder- 
men and hosemen shall, in the absence of their Cap- 
tains, perform all the duties and exercise the same 
authority as the Captain, and be held to a like responsi- 
bility. 

Senior Men. 

The Senior Men of the different Companies shall, in 
the absence of Captains and Lieutenants, have the same 
authority and assume the same responsibility. 

Fines. • • 

Captains of Companies will see that the following 
fine for non-attendance is rigidly enforced : — 
Fop absence from fires and alarms, 50c. 
Said money to be given to the B. F. R. A. 
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Members. 

The members of the several Companies upon an alarm 
of fire will respond accordiDg to instractions on Run- 
niug Card, in a prompt, orderly, and quiet manner, and 
as expeditiously as possible, faithfully using their every 
exertion for the extinguishment of fires, and doing such 
fire duty as shall be required of them by the officer in 
command. They shall avoid opening the doors and 
windows of a building where a fire may be until a 
supply of water can be procured, apply it judiciously 
and directly to that part on fire, and carefully avoid 
damaging furniture or goods by water. 

A Call member expecting to be absent from the town, 
or disabled by sickness, shall notify the Captain of his 
Company, who in turn will notify the Chief, who will 
detail one of the regular substitutes to take his place; 
but no member shall be absent from the town for more 
than one month unless by permission of the Commis- 
sioner. Upon the appointment of a member, he shall 
obligate himself to abide by and conform to the Rules 
and Regulations of the Department, and he shall be 
subject to all penalties therein. 

Badges. 

All members of the Department shall be provided 
with a badge, to be known as the Regulation Badge of 
the Department, which shall be worn in a conspicuous 
place during the time they are on duty; and no member 
shall lend his badge on any pretext whatever. Any 
member losing his badge shall immediately notify the 
Chief of Department, and use all diligence to recover 
the same. He shall be required to pay for same before 
another badge will be provided, the money so paid to be 
refunded should the badge be found. These badges 
shall at all times remain the property of the town. Any 
person loaning his badge to any person not connected 
with the Department shall be subject to dismissal. No 
person shall be recognized as a member of this Depart- 
ment unless wearing a badge. 

Substitutes. 

Substitutes will be furnished by the Chief Engineer 
to take the place of call members absent from the town, 
or disabled by service, and shall for services rendered 
for a period of five days or more receive the same com- 
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peDsation as their principal. Any substitute serving 
for a less time than five days shall be paid by his prin- 
cipal the sum of 50 cents for each alarm of fire he 
attends. Any member failing to pay his substitute on 
the following pay day shall be subject to dismissal. 

EZBKCISING OF HORSES. 

The horses must be exercised one and one-half hours 
each day, weather permitting (Sundays excepted), and 
when they have not performed any work within tht» 
twenty.four hours next preceding; when exercising they 
must keep within sound of the bell and not go more 
than a quarter of a mile from their resx)ective houses, 
except when otherwise ordered by the Chief, or Assist- 
ant Chief. The horses which are used watering streets 
will follow this rule only when not watering. 

When the horses are in the shop for shoeing, the 
drivers shall remain with them, and shall report to the 
Chief of the Department any unnecessary delay, or work 
improperly executed, and shall allow but one shoe to be 
removed at a time, unless ordered by the Chief. 

Leave of Absence 

The permanently employed men shall at all times be 
in or about the station, except when excused, or when a 
leave of absence has been granted by the Commissioner. 

Supplies. 

No member of this Department will be allowed to 
make any purchase for the Department chargeable to 
the town except by written order of the Fire Commis- 
sioner. 

Meals. 

For permanent members three hours daily will be 
allowed for meals, and will be so arranged that there 
shall be at all times one member on duty at the different 
houses. 

Duties at Fires. 

At all fires, the first officer arriving shall, in the 
absence of the Chief or Assistant Chief, act as Chief of 
Department until the arrival of a superior officer, and 
be obeyed and respected accordingly. The men are re- 
quired lo move quickly, and obey orders promptly and 
without criticism. The officers in charge of the several 
companies shall, immediately on their arrival at a fire, 
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report to the officer in command, and remain for orders. 
No company shall leave the fire-grounds or take there- 
from the apparatus of which they have charge, without 
the order or permission of the officer in command. Any 
neglect of duty, disobedience of orders, or disrespect to 
officers, shall be reported to the Chief of Department. 
No person shall wilfully or maliciously direct a stream 
of water upon any fireman or citizen. All disputes 
which may arise between companies or individual fire- 
men when on duty shall be settled by the officer in 
command. Members of companies that are not in ser- 
vice at fires will not enter the buildings unless ordered, 
but remain convenient to the fire, equipped, and ready 
for orders. 

Going to or from Firks. 
Order and decorum will be preserved when going to 
or from a fire or an alarm. To guard against collision 
and accident when proceeding to fires, the gongs or bells 
will be struck when approaching street crossings, turn- 
ing corners, and approaching the fire grounds. 

Riding to Fires. 
Officers in charge of apparatus will be held respon- 
sible for any unnecessary overloading, and will in all 
cases judge of the ability of the horses, the condition of 
the streets, and the distance to travel. The men will 
mount and dismount as ordered by them. Officers will 
avail themselves of any opportunity to ride to fires 
(excepting on engines), to the exclusion, if necessary, 
of the men. 

Fire Grounds. 
Any Hose Company coming to a fire, and finding an 
incomplete line of hose laid out from any engine or 
hydrant, shall attach to and lengthen out such line 
until the fire is reached, and in all cases the Company 
reaching the fire with their hose are entitled to the pipe; 
said Company will be held responsible to the Fire Com- 
missioner for any failure of strict compliance with the 
rule. 

Stations. 

Stations of the department shall be open from 10a.m. 

until 10 p. M. for visitors, and at any other time for 

inspection by members of the town government. On 

the Sabbath all stations must be closed, except to mem- 
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bers of the Department, and it is made the duty of the 
person in charge, to see that order and qaiet are pre- 
served; all work other than that absolutely necessary 
will be omitted for the day. The permanent members 
of each station shall onpe in each week wash the floors 
of their respective stations, and at all times keep them 
neat and clean. Permanent members shalJ arise at 6.30 
A. M. and all beds shall be made by 12 m. every day 
unless in case of fire. The members in charge of the 
several stations shall personally attend to the receiving 
of visitors, whether members of the town government, 
officers of the department, or citizens. Citizens visiting 
the stations shall be courteously treated, have reason- 
able questions answered, and any proper information 
given. 

Conduct. 

All members of the Department are strictly required 
in their intercourse with each other, social or official, to 
observe a courteous demeanor; and officers or men, in 
addressing each other, will do so in a respectful manner. 
While on duty at fires, the greatest degree of silence, 
compatible with a proper discharge of duty, will be re- 
quired. No profane or ungentlemanly language or 
disorderly conduct will be allowed on the part of any 
officer or member of the Department when on duty. 

No spirituous or malt liquors will be allowed in any 
station of the Department or at any fire. If any mem- 
ber shall enter any station of the Department intoxi- 
cated, or become intoxicated at a fire, he shall be sub- 
ject to dismissal. No gambling of any kind, or card 
playing, will be allowed in any station of the Depart- 
ment. 

Age Limit. 

On and after May Ist, 1900, an age limit of sixty .five 
years will go into effect in this Department. 



GENERAL RULES. 

Rule 1. 

No driver of engine, hose, hook-and-ladder truck, or 
other vehicle, shall drive over any line of hose if it can 
be avoided. 
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Rule 2. 

No company will be allowed to take its apparatus 
from its quarters, except in case of fire, without 
consent of the Chief of Department. 

Rule 3. 

The hose must be changed on wagons once in four 
weeks, unless otherwise ordered by the Chief of Depart- 
ment, for which purpose the officer in charge will warn 
the call members of his company detailed for this pur- 
pose; and any member absent, unless excused, will be 
fined the same amount as for absence from tires. 

Rule 4. 

If any member permanently employed, refuses or 
neglects to pay any just debt contracted during his con- 
nection with the department, it shall be deemed suffi- 
cient cause for suspension or discharge. 

Rule 5. 

No permanent officer or member of the department 
shall attend a caucus or political convention as a 
delegate, distribute tickets at any election, or take any 
part whatever in political matters other than to exercise 
a right of suffrage. 

Rule 6. 

All members of the department will be required to 
address officers by their respective titles when on duty. 

Rule 7. 
When any member shall leave the department, he 
shall thereupon return his badge, key, and copy of rules 
and regulations, in good condition, to the captain oi his 
company, who shall immediately notify the Chief of 
Department; and any member failing so to do shall 
have the amount deducted from his pay. 

Rule 8. 

The dress of permanent men must be neat in appear- 
ance, and their deportment always of a gentlemanly 
character, and such as reflects credit on the department. 

No smoking will be allowed in the apparatus room, 
or loafing around the front of houses when in uniform , 
and all members when not at work and on the lower 
floor shall wear their uniforms. There shall be at all 
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times, as far as possible, between the hours of 10 a. m. 
and 10 p. M., ODe man on duty on the main floor. 
Smoking on the streets, while in uniform, by 
members of the permanent force is strictly forbidden. 

Rule 9. 

No piece of apparatus shall be taken out of town 
without permission of the Chief or Assistant Chief of 
Department. 

Rule 10. 

No balls, parties, or social gatherings of any descrip- 
tion shall be held in any building in charge of the 
department, except on permission from the Fire Com- 
missioner. 

Rule 11. 

No property belonging to the town will be loaned for 
any purpose whatever, except upon written order of the 
Fire Commissioner. 

Rule 12. 

No hoseman or truckman at call shall be entitled to 
pay fur less than fifteen days' service. All appoint- 
ments shall, as far as practicable, be made to date from 
the first or fifteenth day of each month. 

Rule 13. 

In the use of hydrants all members of the department 
are instructed to use great care in the opening: and clos- 
ing of the same, and to see that each cap is properly 
adjusted before leaving. The first company connecting 
with a hydrant in case of fire will leave one member in 
charge of the same; should a second company or line 
desire connection it will not be made until the first line 
is complete to the fire, and orders given for water. 
Exceptions to this are ordered for engines, which will 
be given immediate connection fif ordered into service), 
and the hydrant left in charge of the engineer. 

Rule 14. 

Ofiicers o^ companies, hosemen, and laddermen will 
wear their fire-hats when on duty. 

Rule 15. 

No permanent man shall wear his uniform out of 
town without permission from the Chief. 
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Rule 16. 

All permanent men shall wear their badge on the left 
breast of their coat when in uniform. 

All Rules and Regulations inconsistent with these 
Rules and Regulations are hereby repealed. 

B. W. NEAL, Jr., 

Fire Commissioner. 
January 1st, 1900. 



GENERAL ORDER RELATING TO UNIFORMS. 



Uniform Sack Coat. 
For Chief of Department. — A double-breasted close-tit- 
ting Sack Coat, with square corners, of dark blue cloth, 
pure indigo dye, cut with three seams in the back; to 
have eight medium size department buttons of white 
metal on each breast, grouped in pairs; to be made 
with a turn-down collar that will roll two holes and 
button six; the cuffs t^ be made to fit the wrist, and 
closed with three small regulation buttons. On each 
breast a blind flap, five and a quarter by two and a 
quarter inches, and with slightly rounded corners, 
placed on a line with the bottom of arm-scve, beginning 
at one inch from scye and extending straight across (not 
slanting) ; a pocket six inches wide by seven deep on 
inside of left breast. No other pockets will be allowed 
in any part of the coat. The length of coat to be eight 
inches above centre of knee-pan, the sleeves to be cut 
only so large as to be convenient to wear inside of over- 
coat; the turn down part of collar to be two and a 
quarter inches in front and one and three-quarters in 
back; the edges to be finished with a double row of 
stitching, three-eighths of an inch wide; the coat to be 
lined with black Italian cloth; the sleeve to have a 
twill jean lining. 

For Assistant Chief — Same as for Chief of Depart- 
ment, except that the buttons on the front will be 
placed equidistant. 

For Company Officers, — Same as for Assistant Chief, 
except that the coat will have six buttons in each row, 
will roll one, and will button five buttons. 
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For Enginenien, Hosemeuy and Laddermen. — Same as 
for Company Officeis, except that the coat will be a 
BiDRle-breasted, straight front back, square comers, 
standing breast, six buttons on front placed equidistant. 

For Summer Wear. — Officers and men will be per- 
mitted to wear a coat cut in the same style as above, 
made of dark blue flannel, pure indigo dye, without 
lining. At all other times and seasons the sack worn 
must be of dark blue cloth, in accordance with the 
regulation, except while wearing an overcoat, when a 
cardigan jacket may be substituted. 

Pantaloons. 
For Chief of Department, and all other Officers, — Made 
of same material, or of eighteen-ounce flannel, same 
color as coat; to fit close around the waist, bat loose 
around the thighs and legs to admit of their free use. 

For Enginemen, Hosemen, and Laddermsn, — Same as 
for officers. 

Vests. 
For Chief of Department. — A single-breasted vest of 
dark blue cloth of same shade and texture as the uni- 
form coat, without collar, so as not to interfere with 
the collar of the shirt; with eight small regulation 
buttons, grouped in pairs; inside to be lined with slate 
color, back to be luade of black twilled silesia. 

For Assistant Chief. — Same as for Chief of Depart- 
ment, except that the buttons will be placed equidistant. 

For Company Officers and All Other Members. — Same 
as for Assistant Chief. 

Overcoat. 

For Chief of Department. — A double-breasted frock 
coat, with turn-down collar; dark blue cloth, pure 
indigo dye; length of skirt two inches below knee; to 
button close to neck; the front of coat to be cut in one 
piece, without lapel seam, but skirt cut separately; 
with eight large department buttons of white metal on 
each breast, grouped in pairs; on back skirt, side edges 
with three buttons each side; three small buttons on 
each sleeve at cufiF. The distance between the two 
rows of buttons on front is five and one-half inches at 
top, and three and one-half inches at bottom; one large 
outside pocket-flap on each skirt, without pockets; a 
small outside pocket on the left breast, covered with a 
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flap; one inside pocket on right breast, and two back 
skirt pockets inside, the skirts to be lined with black 
Italian cloth, the body of coat with dark blue twilled 
flannel and the sleeves with brown twilled 
jean; the edges double-stitched, one-half inch wide, 
and all seams plain ; width of turn-down part of collar 
shall be two and five-eighths of an inch in front and 
two and a quarter in back. 

For All Other Officers and Members, — Same as for 
Chief of Department, except that there will be but 
seven large buttons on each breast, placed equidistant. 

Shirt. 

For Chief of Department and Assistant Chief. — White 
linen or muslin with turn-down or standing collar. 

For Company Officers. — Same as for Chief of Depart- 
ment and Assistant Chief, except that it shall have a 
turn-down collar. 

For Enginemen, Hosemen^ and Laddermen. — A single- 
breasted black regulation shirt, with turn-down collar. 

Cravat. 

For Chief of Department and Assistant Chief. — A small 
neck tie of black . 

For Company Officers and All Other Members. — A black 
silk cravat, to pass once around the neck, and tie with 
a double bow and flat knot in front, the ends to extend 
not more than three inches from the knot. 

Fire Hat. 
For all officers and men to be the regulation hat, 
furnished from Headquarters. 

Fatigue Hat and Cap. 

For all Officers and Men. — A blue cloth cap of the 
pattern at Headquarters; to be made of dark blue cloth 
like the uniform coat, with plain solid black patent 
leather visor, two inches wide; one small regulation 
button on each side of cap. 

Distinctions of rank will be indicated by the insignia. 

Officers and men may wear, in stormy weather, a 
cover to the fatigue cap, made of rubber cloth, dull 
finish, so constructed that the device will be in view. 

A straw hat of the pattern at Headquarters will be 
worn from June 15th, to September loth, inclusive, 
and is during this period made part of the uniform. 
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Insignia of Office. 

The basis of the iDsigrnia for all officers is the Tram- 
pet, to be made of gold bullion. The size and arrange- 
ment can be learned from samples on exnibition at the 
office of the Chief Engineer. 

For Chief of Department. — The insignia of the Chief 
will consist of five trumpets crossed, to be surrounded 
by a gold-embroidered circle, and worn on the cap and 
on each corner of the collar of the uniform coat. 

For Assistant-Chief — Three crossed trumpets em- 
broidered and worn in the same manner as the Chief's. 

For Captains, — Two perpendicular and parallel 
trumpets, on oblong background, with the number of 
the Company placed between the trumpets for the cap 
device, to be embroidered the same as Chief's, and worn 
lengthwise with the collar, with a margin of a quarter 
of an inch above, and the same below the collar device. 
For this purpose the collar must be two and a quarter 
inches wide in front. 

For Lieutenants. — Same as for Captains, except that 
there will be only one trumpet, and that placed 
horizontally, with number above for cap device. 

The background of the. insignia for officers of ladder 
companies will be red; and of all others will be blue. 
Officers of hose companies and chemical companies will 
be distinguished by H and C respectively above the 
numbers. 

Service Stripes. — The members will wear on coat 
sleeves what is known as service stripes, one for every 
five years service in fire department, including call and 
permanent service, the color and style to be designated 
by the Commissioner. 



All uniforms after this date must conform strictly to 
this order, and Company officers will see that it is care- 
fully observed. Inspections will be made as often as 
necessary, and all uniforms must be inspected before 
they are worn. No insignia of office except the one 
prescribed will be allowed. 

All previous orders, inconsistent with this order, are 
repealed. 

Per Order 

B. W. NEAL, Jr., 
January 1st, 1900. Fire Commissioner. 
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BROOKLINE PARK DEPAKTMENT. 



The Park Commissioners of the Town of Brookline 
make and promulgate the following rules for the care 
of the property entrusted to their tiare in the public 
parks : 

1. No person shall annoy another; or speak in a 
loud voice; or sing: or thistle; or utter any profane, 
threatening, abusive or indecent language, or loud out- 
cry; or canvass; or solicit any subscription or contri- 
bution; or play any game of chance; or sit, stand, or 
lie on a balustrade, wall or feuce; or stand or lie on a 
seat; or sleep; or throw a stone or other thing; or act 
in an obscene or indecent manner; or drink, or be 
under the influence of intoxicating liquor, or preach, 
or make any oration or hai-angue. 

2. No person shall go upon any plantation in the 
public parks, or upon aoy border of a drive or walk; 
or go on foot on any ride or drive, except to go directly 
across from one walk to another; or, except as author- 
ized in a written permit of the Park Commissioners, 
dig up, cut, break, remove, deface, defile, ill-use, take 
or handle any tree, bush, plant, fern, flower, turf, 
rock, gravel, building, structure, fence, sign, or other 
thing connected with the reservation ; or, except on a 
parkway on which there are dwellings, or as authorized 
in the following rule, have or bring any boat, firearm, 
firework, intoxicating liquor, instrument of gambling, 
or any flower, tree, bush or plant, or part thereof. 

3. No person shall, in the public parks, except in a 
place designated by, or as authorized in a rule or 
regulation or a written permit of the Park Commis- 
sioners, skate, or moor or use a boat or raft or play 
ball or any other game or sport, or be clad in gym- 
nastic or training costume, or walk or run in training 
or in practice or in a race, or play on any musical in- 
strument, or display a flag or banner, or move in ahy 
parade or procession, or discharge any firearm, or set 
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off any firecracker or firework, or eat any food, or 
drop or place and suffer to remain any piece of paper 
or any burning: substance or any other thing, or sell, 
display for sale or for advertising purposes, or distri- 
bute any goods, sign, placard, circular or other thing. 

4. No person shall have or permit in the public 
parks any vehicle in a funeral procession, or any 
hearse, or motor vehicle, except as authorized in a 
written permit of the Park Commissioners; or any led 
horse; or any vehicle for merchandise except in going 
by the shortest route to the nearest public way to take 
from such reservation, or to leave therein, a person or 
merchandise; or any other animal, cycle or vehicle 
unless it it used for pleasure travel on a road provided 
therefor, and is well handled and easily controlled. 

5. No person shall ride or drive in the public parks 
at a rate of speed exceeding ten miles an hour, or on 
other than the right hand side of a road and in a 
direct course, except when passing another or turning, 
or past any animal or vehicle except to the left thereof, 
or across a road without giving the right of way to all 
other persons; or ride a cycle unless he has his bands 
on its handle-bar and his feet on its pedals, has it 
provided with a suitable alarm bell, or ride a cycle by 
the side of more than one cycle. 

6. No person riding or driving any animal, cycle 
or vehicle shall stop the same except by the side of the 
road; or so stop any animal unless it is kept well in 
hand, or hitched to a place provided therefor. 

7* No person shall fail to comply with any direction 
in a notice of the Park Commissioners, or given by a 
police officer or person in charge. 

By order of the 

Board of Park Commissioners. 
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BROOKLINE PUBLIC BATHS. 



Non-Re8ident Bathers. 

Nod -residents are allowed the privileges of the Baths 
OD payment of a uniform rate of 25 cents, except as 
below stated. 

Commutation Tickets. 

For the beueiit of non-residents, commutation tickets 
are issued at the rate of 25 admissions for $3.00, or 50 
admissions for $5.00. These tickets, in consideration 
of the reduced rates, are positively non-transferable, 
and can be used only by the persons whose names they 
bear, and expire one year from the date of issue. 

Bathing Suits and Lockers. 

Bathing suits and towels are provided free by the 
establishment. These suits and towels are thoroughly 
sterilized every time they are used. Any persons 
desiring to keep their own suits and towels at the Baths 
can do so by renting a lockei, and having the articles 
distinctly marked. They will be washed, dried and 
returned to the locker after being used. The fee for 
the use of a locker is $1 .00 per year. 

Rules and Regulations. 

Strict observance of the following Rules, being 
necessary for the safety and comfort of the bathers, 
will be insisted upon by the Superintendent and his 
assistants: — 

1. All persons must wear bathing suits or trunks. 
Only bathing suits of cotton, mohair, Danish cloth, or 
other material without nap, are allowed, and the 
colors (preferably blue, gray, black or white) such as 
will not run. 

2. No person who is ill, or in the least indisposed, 
should enter the swimming tank. 

3. Every bather, before entering the swimming 
tank or the instruction tank, is required to take a 
warm shower-bath with soap, and to wash his feet. 
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SWIMMING INSTRUCTION. 

Instractioii in gwimmiDg is given during the entire 
year by a competent corps of instructors. 

Terms for Swimming Instruction. 

Twelve (class) lessons .... $6.00 

Individual instruction (12 lessons) . . 10.00 
Individual instruction (less than 12 lessons) each 1.00 

Classes may consist of not less than four, nor more 
than six pupils, and in all cases must be formed by 
those desiring instruction. 

The terms for class lessons apply only between 
August 1st and April 1st. 

After April Ist and until August 1st, class instruc- 
tion will be at the same rate as individual lessons. 

When a ticket is taken for a course of lessons, 
whether individual or class lessons, it is to be under- 
stood that they must be completed within six months, 
or the remaining lessons will be forfeited. 

Appointments tor lessons may be arranged either by 
letter or by telephone. When made they must be 
kept or will be considered as lessons given, unless can- 
celled twenty-fonr hours in advance. Any member of 
a class who, for good and sufficient reasons, is obliged 
to miss any of the lessons will have three (3) lessons 
made good at the completion of the course. 
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Site selected (1714) 11 

Metropolitan Railroad Company, Act authorizing 

extension to Brool^line (1869) . 76 
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across (1857) 46 

N. - 

Norfolk County, Act to establish, by dividing the 

County of Suffolk (1793) 16 

Part of Act repealed (1793) 18 

Additional Act (1793) 19 



882 Index. 

P. 
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lish (1831) 33 

Brookline [Horse], Act to incorporate (1857) . 50 
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Additional Act (1848) 37 
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Sewerage facilities for Newton and Brookline 

(1901) 180 
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Accepted by town (1885) 132 
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ment of (1878) 116 

Accepted by town (1879) 116 
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grade 62 
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Act to amend (1876) 109 

Accepted by town (1875) 109 

Surface drainage, Act to authorize the town to 

provide for (1887) 135 
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T. 
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1882 (1896) 119 

Tree Planting Committee of Brookline, Relating 

to (1898) 169 
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